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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

In re: 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA AND 
DELAWARE BSA, LLC,1 

    Debtors. 

Chapter 11 

Case No. 20-10343 (LSS) 

Jointly Administered 

 

Objection Deadline: May 11, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. (ET) 
Hearing Date: May 18, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. (ET) 

 
OBJECTION OF THE TORT CLAIMANTS’ COMMITTEE TO (A)  DEBTORS’ 

MOTION, PURSUANT TO 11 U.S.C. § 502(B)(9), BANKRUPTCY RULES 2002 AND 
3003(C)(3), AND LOCAL RULES 2002-1(E), 3001-1, AND 3003-1, FOR AUTHORITY 

TO (I) ESTABLISH DEADLINES FOR FILING PROOFS OF CLAIM, (II) 
ESTABLISH THE FORM AND MANNER OF NOTICE THEREOF, (III) APPROVE 

PROCEDURES FOR PROVIDING NOTICE OF BAR DATE AND OTHER 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO ABUSE VICTIMS, AND (IV) APPROVE 
CONFIDENTIALITY PROCEDURES FOR ABUSE VICTIMS [DKT. NO. 18]  

AND (B) SUPPLEMENT TO BAR DATE MOTION [DKT. NO. 557] 
 

The official committee of survivors of childhood sexual abuse appointed in these cases 

by the United States Trustee (the “Tort Claimants’ Committee” or the “Committee”) hereby 

objects (the “Objection”) to  Debtors’ Motion, Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 502(B)(9), Bankruptcy 

Rules 2002 and 3003(C)(3), and Local Rules 2002-1(E), 3001-1, and 3003-1, For Authority To 

(I) Establish Deadlines For Filing Proofs Of Claim, (II) Establish The Form and Manner Of 

Notice Thereof, (III) Approve Procedures For Providing Notice Of Bar Date And Other 

Important Information To Abuse Victims, And (IV) Approve Confidentiality Procedures For 

Abuse Victims [Dk. No. 18] (the “Bar Date Motion”), and the Supplement To Debtors’ Bar Date 

Motion [Dkt. No. 557] (the “Supplement”, and together with the Bar Date Motion, the 

                                                 
1  The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, together with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number, are as follows: Boy Scouts of America (6300) and Delaware the BSA, LLC (4311).  The Debtors’ mailing 
address is 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, Irving, Texas 75038. 
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”Motion”).  In support of the Objection, the Tort Claimants’ Committee respectfully represents 

as follows: 

I. 

INTRODUCTION  

The Motion requests that the Court set an unreasonably short deadline for the filing of 

abuse claims.  That deadline is not only inappropriate for survivors of child sexual abuse, who 

need a period of time after notice of an official deadline to reflect on whether to file a claim, but 

particularly too abbreviated at this time – during a pandemic which has upended lives and 

limited access to counsel.  The Motion and the Declaration of Dr. Shannon Wheatman (who has 

no clinical or academic qualifications to opine on child sexual abuse issues) in support of the 

Motion completely and utterly ignore these factors.  Yet their relevance is recognized by a Boy 

Scouts-recognized expert on child sexual abuse. 

Just three days ago, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that the look-back window 

under New York’s Child Victims Act (“CVA”) is being extended for an additional five months, 

until January 14, 2021.  The bill’s sponsor, State Senator Brad Hoylman, noted:  

“Coming forward as a survivor of child sexual abuse takes courage, focus and lots of 
time.  As the unemployment rate spikes above 14%, it’s unreasonable to expect survivors 
of child sexual abuse to do the emotional and legal work necessary to file CVA lawsuits 
while simultaneously fighting to pay rent and put food on the table.” 2 

 
At a time when millions of Americans are unemployed and preoccupied with basic survival, 

sexual abuse survivors need and are entitled to a reasonable period of time after they receive 

notice from the Bankruptcy Court to reflect seriously and make a decision whether to file a claim 

in this case.   
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 Furthermore, the Motion proposes a bar date notice form that is confusing and contains 

irrelevant information about the case and the Debtors’ Plan instead of focusing directly on the 

bar date at issue.  The proof of abuse claim form is worse – it is insulting to survivors of child 

sexual abuse and poses unnecessary questions that are more pertinent to obtaining discovery for 

defense of claim purposes than for eliciting information regarding the basis for the claim.  The 

Committee members themselves and Dr. Jon R. Conte, the Committee’s expert on child sexual 

abuse, agree that the Debtor’s proposed claim form will likely have the effect of discouraging 

survivors of child sexual abuse from filing claims against the Boy Scouts.3   

Survivors of child sexual abuse are the largest constituency in this case and their claims 

are the sole basis for the Debtors’ bankruptcy filing.  Proper notice of the bar date, a reasonable 

period of time after such notice is given and a form of proof of claim that will enhance rather 

than discourage potential sexual abuse claimants to participate in these cases by filing a proof of 

claim-all are of the utmost importance.  The Committee, with assistance from Dr. Conte, have 

expended a great deal of time and effort developing alternative forms of the bar date notice and 

the abuse proof of claim geared specifically for survivors of child sexual abuse in Scouting.  The 

proof of claim form proposed by the Tort Claimant’s Committee, a copy of which is appended 

hereto as Exhibit “A”, gathers the large amount of information sought by the Debtors but in a 

manner that is respectful to the potential claimants and geared to the unique injuries faced by the 

survivors.  The Committee’s proposed forms of bar date notice are direct, succinct and omit 

confusing information concerning the Debtors’ overall bankruptcy case and plan.  A copy of the 

                                                                                                                                                             
2 Senator Hoylman Responds To Announced Extension Of CVA Look-Back Window, Friday May 8, 2020  ISSUE: 
SD 27 Child Victims Act COVID-19 (https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/brad-hoylman/senator-
hoylman-responds-announced-extension-cva-look-back). 

3 Dr. Conte’s declaration in support of this Objection is appended below. 
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proposed long-form notice of bar date proposed by the Committee is appended hereto as Exhibit 

“B” and a copy of the proposed short-form notice of bar date is appended hereto as Exhibit “C”.   

The Debtors have also provided the Tort Claimants’ Committee with their proposed 

script to be used for 30-second television advertisements of the claims bar date (the “TV Ad Bar 

Date Notice”), and their proposed form of e-mail notice of the claims bar date (the “E-Mail Bar 

Date Notice”).  The Committee has reviewed these forms and has proposed revised forms of 

such notices consistent with the other forms of notices that the Committee has proposed herein.  

A copy of the Committee’s proposed form of TV Ad Bar Date Notice is appended hereto as 

Exhibit “D” and a copy of the Committee’s proposed E-Mail Bar-Date Notice is appended hereto 

as Exhibit “E”.4    

The Committee expects the Boy Scouts will say that it shares the Committee’s concerns 

and goals.  But, the record reflects the Boy Scouts did nothing to consult with child abuse experts 

to determine if its Motion addresses the survivors’ needs.  On the other hand, a five-member 

working group of Committee members, all of whom are survivors of child sexual abuse, a team 

of state court attorneys with more than fifty years collective experience working with survivors 

of child sexual abuse and a nationally recognized child sex abuse expert personally studied every 

sentence of the claim form and the notices.  The Committee members and their brother survivors 

are the ones who will be completing this form-not the Boy Scout executives, not the Boy Scout 

lawyers and not a declarant who lacks any real experience in addressing the needs of child sex 

abuse survivors.  As well intentioned as the Debtors and their professionals may be, they have no 

real understanding of the audience to whom the bar date notice will be directed.  The Court 

should give great deference to survivors’ views on the Motion.  This case is their last opportunity 
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to assert their claims against the Debtors and hold the Boy Scouts accountable for decades of 

abuse.  If the Boy Scouts mean what they say about caring for survivors, it will accede to the 

Committee’s requested changes to the claim form, the notices and the bar date.   

For all of the foregoing reasons and those set forth below, the Tort Claimants’ Committee 

respectfully requests that the Court deny the Motion as it is proposed, set a bar date no earlier 

than December 31, 2020, approve the Committee’s proposed forms of bar date notice and sexual 

abuse survivor proof of claim, and grant such other and further relief as is reasonable and just. 

II. 

OBJECTION 

A. The Bar Date Should Be Extended To No Earlier Than December 31, 2020 

The proposed bar date establishes a deadline that fails to appreciate the difficulty 

encountered by an adult survivor who is compelled to file a claim by a date certain, regardless of 

whether he is emotionally or psychological ready to do so.  Survivors of sexual abuse often need 

decades to come forward.  This is why legislatures in many states have either reformed or 

removed civil statutes of limitation for claims of childhood sexual abuse. 5  It was the financial 

consequences of these statutes of limitation reforms that led the Boy Scouts to seek bankruptcy 

relief in these cases.  

 As discussed by Dr. Conte in his declaration appended hereto, delay in disclosure of child 

sexual abuse is the norm and there may be many reasons for that delay.  Once a potential 

claimant has received an official notice of the bar date for filing claims, many will need a period 

                                                                                                                                                             
4 Blacklined copies showing the changes that were made by the Committee to the Debtors’ proposed forms of 
Exhibits “A” through “E” are available from the Committee upon request.  These have not been attached because in 
many instances the blacklined documents are difficult to review due to extensive formatting changes.  

5 As of 2020, twenty-nine states had introduced bills for reform of statutes of limitation for childhood sexual abuse, 
and as of 2019 twenty-three states and the District of Columbia reformed their statutes of limitation for childhood 
sexual abuse.  See https://www.childusa.org/sol. 
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of reflection and consideration before determining whether to complete a proof of claim form 

and submit it into a legal system that is not of their choosing and with which their state court 

counsel have little experience.  This period of time is not taken into account by the Debtors in 

their proposed October 6, 2020 bar date.  Compounding reticence are the effects of the current 

pandemic which may not only overshadow the claim filing process, but also may trigger abuse 

memories and feelings, making a determination to file a claim even more difficult.6   

 The number of survivors of child sexual abuse in these cases is unknown.  While 

thousands of survivors may have already retained attorneys, the number of potential claimants 

who have not may be the most difficult to reach in the sense of coming to terms with their abuse.  

The bar date must be set out for a sufficient period of time to allow these unknown survivors to 

process the deadline and take the steps to pursue claims.  A claims bar date no earlier than 

December 31, 2020 will to some degree ameliorate the pressures that will be faced by sexual 

abuse claimants. 

B. The Sexual Abuse Proof of Claim Form Proposed by the Tort Claimants’ Committee 

Should be Approved. 

This case is about child sexual abuse in Scouting.  Survivors of child sexual abuse are the 

largest constituency in these cases.  As the Debtors noted in their first day pleadings, it was the 

increased number of sexual abuse claims in Scouting (resulting from legislative reform of 

statutes of limitation) that caused the Debtors to seek relief under the Bankruptcy Code.  On the 

Petition Date, the Debtors were facing approximately 275 lawsuits and approximately 1,400 

other known sexual abuse claims.7  Based on the Committee’s polling of state court attorneys so 

                                                 
6 Declaration of Jon R. Conte, Ph.D. (“Conte Declaration”) at para 10.  

7 See Declaration Of Brian Whittman In Support Of The Debtors’ Chapter 11 Petitions And First Day Pleadings 
[Dkt. No. 16] at page 4.  

Case 20-10343-LSS    Doc 601    Filed 05/11/20    Page 6 of 11



 

 7 
DOCS_LA:329435.4 85353/002 

far actively engaged in the case, at least 5,000 sexual abuse claims will be filed in the case.  In all 

likelihood, thousands more men will come forward.  If indeed the Debtors’ purpose in filing 

these cases was to equitably compensate the victims of abuse in Scouting as professed by Mr. 

Whittman in his first day declaration8, those victims are overwhelmingly survivors of child 

sexual abuse.  The Committee daresays the Boy Scouts did not file bankruptcy because of 

any other kind of misconduct by its employees and leaders.  The proof of claim form for 

survivors of sexual abuse in Scouting must be geared unequivocally to survivors of child sexual 

abuse. 

The Debtors’ proposed abuse proof of claim lumps together child sexual abuse claims 

with unspecified adult abuse claims.  It includes claims based on physical abuse or bullying 

“without regard to whether such physical abuse is of a sexual nature” and, inexplicably, includes 

abuse “whether there is or was any associated physical, psychological or emotional harm to the 

child or non-consenting adult”.9  This overly broad definition is both insulting to survivors of 

child sexual abuse and dismissive of the fundamental differences in the abuse they suffered and 

the unique aspects of the consequences of such abuse, as explained more fully by Dr. Conte in 

his Declaration.10  There is simply no comparison between the claims of child sexual abuse 

survivors and the other claims included in the Debtors’ proposed abuse claim definition.  These 

claims cannot be grouped together or equated. 

In order to reach potential child sexual abuse survivor claimants, the proper target of this 

noticing process, the definition of “Abuse” must be clear and understandable.  The Debtors’ 

                                                 
8 See Id. at page 5 (“The Debtors’ dual objectives in these chapter 11 cases are (a) timely and equitably 
compensating victims of abuse in Scouting and (b) ensuring that the Debtors emerge from bankruptcy with the 
capability to continue carrying out its charitable mission.”) 

9 See Debtors’ definition of “Abuse”, Exhibit 9 to Motion at page 3 of 5.   

10 See Conte Declaration at paragraph 12. 
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proposed proof of claim form’s definition of “Abuse” is not only overly broad, it contains terms 

such as “ephobephilia” that a lay person will not understand.  Moreover, global descriptions of 

abuse generate lower rates of disclosure than specific behavioral definitions.11 12   

In addition, the Debtors’ abuse claim form includes broad overlapping categories of harm 

suffered by the claimant, which may be difficult to determine (such as effects on mental health 

versus emotional health versus psychological health).  The Debtors’ form also asks questions 

concerning the claimant’s “Legal Background” (was the claimant involved in claims of fraud), 

family relationship with the abuser and extra scouting relationships, which are aimed at 

establishing defenses to the claim and may discourage disclosures or the filing of claims.    

The Tort Claimants’ Committee has prepared an alternate form of Sexual Abuse Survivor 

Proof of Claim which is attached as Exhibit “A”.  The Committee’s claim form gathers 

substantially the same information as requested by the Debtors but is appropriately geared to 

survivors of child sexual abuse and presents the questions in a manner that will not unduly 

discourage responses from individuals who have made the difficult decision to participate in this 

bankruptcy process and file a claim.13  

C. The Notice of Bar Date Proposed by the Tort Claimants’ Committee Should be 

Approved. 

The Debtors’ form of bar date notice contains extraneous information concerning the 

Debtors’ chapter 11 case and their Chapter 11 plan.  Many claimants that will receive the notice 

of bar date may be unsophisticated and this unnecessary information may be confusing.   It may 

                                                 
11 Conte Declaration at para 14. 

12 The Debtors’ plan definition of “abuse” is irrelevant to the claim noticing process.  If the Debtors want to classify 
adolescent bullying and hazing with claims related to sex abuse crimes against children, they can try to do so in the 
plan confirmation process.   

13 .  Individual members of the Tort Claimants’ Committee carefully reviewed each any every line of the 
Committee’s proposed proof of claim form in an effort to render the form most useable.  
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be misinterpreted as announcing that the Debtors’ chapter 11 plan has been approved without 

any opportunity for survivors to be heard.  The notice of bar date should be clear and 

unambiguous.  The long-form of Notice of Bar Date prepared by the Tort Claimants’ Committee 

attached as Exhibit “B” is consistent with the definitions used in the Sexual Abuse Survivor 

Proof of Claim form and contains all the information necessary for potential claimants to be 

notified of the bar date for filing a claim.  Nothing more is required. The Committee’s proposed 

short-form of Notice of Bar Date is consistent with the long-form notice and is attached as 

Exhibit “C”.  The Committee’s proposed form of TV Ad Bar Date Notice is appended hereto as 

Exhibit “D”, and the Committee’s proposed form of E-Mail Bar Date Notice is appended hereto 

as Exhibit “E”.   

D. The Notice Plan Proposed by the Debtors Should be Modified. 

The Notice Plan to Provide Notice of Bar Date described in the Declaration of Dr. 

Wheatman may not take into account the unique audience of child sexual abuse survivors.  Dr. 

Conte has proposed suggestions for targeting the bar date notice message and the Committee is 

continuing to provide feedback to the Debtors on this and other aspects of the claims and bar 

date notice process.14  

E. The Bar Date Order Must be Revised. 

  The proposed form of Order approving the bar date must be substantially revised to 

incorporate the Tort Claimant’s Committee’s form of notice of bar date and Sexual Abuse 

Survivor Proof of Claim.  In addition, the Order must not predetermine a claimant’s right to 

assert a late claim based on excusable neglect or any other basis, and should make clear that the 

filing of a proof of claim does not constitute the waiver by a claimant of the right to a jury trial.  

                                                 
14 See Conte Declaration at para 15. 
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Finally, the Order should include a provision that “Nothing in this Order shall impair or affect, or 

be deemed to impair or affect, any claims including, without limitation, sexual abuse claims that 

may be asserted against Local Councils or any entity or organization other than the Debtors 

herein.”  

III. 

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS 

 The Committee will continue to confer with the Debtors in an effort to reach consensus 

on the issues raised in this Objection and on the additional forms and notices being developed by 

the Debtors for their bar date notification program.  With regard to all such advertisements and 

notices, the Committee requests that the Debtors provide them with prior notice of all forms of 

advertising, notices and communications of any type to be sent or made available to the Tort 

Claimants’ Committee’s constituency.  Such prior notice includes, without limitation, all scripts, 

video recordings, vocal presentations, the identities of all proposed spokespersons that will be 

providing notices and/or delivering messages, samples of such messages, scripts and FAQs to be 

used by the persons handling the Debtors’ call-in centers.  The Committee also requests that the 

Debtors notify them of the training and background of the persons who will be staffing the bar 

date call-in centers described in the bar date notices and all other content regarding claim and bar 

date matters.  The Tort Claimants’ Committee reserves all rights with respect to the foregoing 

communications and messaging and reserves the right to raise any other and additional 

objections prior to or at the hearing on the Motion.  

/  /  / 

/  /  /  

/  /  /  
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IV. 

CONCLUSION 

For all of the foregoing reasons, the Tort Claimants’ Committee respectfully requests that 

the Court deny the Bar Date Motion as it is proposed, set a bar date no earlier than December 31, 

2020, approve the form of Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, 

approve the forms of bar date notices attached hereto as Exhibits “B”, “C”, “D” and “E”, and 

grant such other relief as is appropriate and just. 

 
 
Date: May 11, 2020 THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF TORT 

CLAIMANTS 
 
 
/s/ James E. O’Neill  
James I. Stang (CA Bar No. 94435) 
Robert B. Orgel (CA Bar No. 10187) 
James E. O’Neill (DE Bar No. 4042) 
Linda F. Cantor (CA Bar No.153762) 
John W. Lucas (CA Bar No.271038) 
919 North Market Street, 17th Floor 
P.O. Box 8705 
Wilmington, DE 19899 (Courier 19801) 
Telephone: 302-652-4100 
Facsimile: 302-652-4400 
Email: jstang@pszjlaw.com 
rorgel@pszjlaw.com 
joneill@pszjlaw.com 
lcantor@pszjlaw.com 
jlucas@pszjlaw.com 
 
Counsel for the Tort Claimants’ Committee 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

 
 
In re: 
 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA AND 
DELAWARE BSA, LLC,1 
 

Debtors. 
 

 
Chapter 11 
 
Case No. 20-10343 (LSS) 
 
(Jointly Administered) 

  

 
SEXUAL ABUSE SURVIVOR PROOF OF CLAIM 

This Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim must be submitted and received by 5:00 p.m. 
(Eastern Time) on [●], 2020.  Please carefully read the following instructions included with this 
SEXUAL ABUSE SURVIVOR PROOF OF CLAIM and complete ALL applicable questions to 
the extent of your knowledge or recollection.  If you do not know the answer to an open-ended 
question, you can write “I don’t recall” or “I don’t know.”  If a question does not apply, please 
write “N/A.”  If you are completing this form in hard copy, please write clearly using blue or 
black ink.  

The Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim must be delivered to Omni Agent Solutions, 
the Court-approved claims and noticing agent (the “Claims Agent”), by either: 

(i) Hand delivery, first class mail, or courier service of the original proof of claim to: 
BSA Sexual Abuse Claims Processing, c/o Omni Agent Solutions, 5955 De Soto 
Ave., Suite 100, Woodland Hills, CA 91367, so that it is received on or before 
[●], 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time);2 or  

(ii) Electronically using the interface available at: www.OfficialBSAClaims.com via 
the link entitled “[Submit a Claim],” on or before [●], 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (Eastern 
Time). 

A Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim sent by email or facsimile transmission will not 
be accepted.   

“You” and/or “Sexual Abuse Survivor” refers to the person asserting a Sexual Abuse 
Claim against the Boy Scouts of America (“BSA”) related to the Sexual Abuse Survivor’s sexual 
abuse.  For this claim to be valid, the Sexual Abuse Survivor must sign this form.  If the Sexual 
Abuse Survivor is deceased or incapacitated, the form must be signed by the Sexual Abuse 
Survivor’s representative or the attorney for the Sexual Abuse Survivor’s estate.  If the Sexual 

                                                 
1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, together with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number, are as follows:  Boy Scouts of America (6300) and Delaware BSA, LLC (4311).  The Debtors’ mailing 
address is 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, Irving, Texas 75038. 

2 If you are mailing in your proof of claim, do not attach original documents with your claim form.   
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Abuse Survivor is a minor, the form must be signed by the survivor’s parent or legal guardian or 
attorney.  Any form signed by a representative or legal guardian must attach documentation 
establishing such person’s authority to sign this form for the Sexual Abuse Survivor. 

Who Should File a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim? 

 This Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim is only for people who have experienced 
sexual abuse (defined below).  This Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim is the way you assert 
an unsecured claim against BSA seeking damages based on Scouting-related sexual abuse.  Any 
person asserting a claim based on anything other than sexual abuse should use the General Proof 
of Claim (official bankruptcy form 410). 

Who is a Sexual Abuse Survivor? 

The term Sexual Abuse Survivor refers to a person who was sexually abused before turning 
eighteen years of age.  

What Is Sexual Abuse? 

For the purposes of this Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim, sexual abuse is defined 
as: sexual conduct; sexual abuse; sexual exploitation; sexual touching; sexualized interaction; 
sexual comments about a child’s body; or other verbal or non-verbal behaviors that facilitated, 
contributed to, or lead up to sexual abuse, regardless of whether or not such behavior was itself 
sexual or against the law, and regardless of whether you thought the behavior was sexual abuse 
at the time.   

Sexual abuse includes behavior between adults and children under eighteen years of age, 
or between a child and another child which involves touching of the genitals or any other 
touching of a sexual nature.  It involves behaviors traditionally thought of as sexual including 
penetration or fondling of the child’s body, other body-on-body contact, or non-contact, 
behaviors such as observing or making images of a child’s naked body, showing or making 
pornography, or having children behave in sexual behavior as a group.  

For purposes of this definition a child under the age of eighteen years of age is incapable 
and unable to provide informed consent to any of the behaviors listed above. 

You May Wish To Consult An Attorney Regarding This Matter. 

You may also obtain information from the Claims Agent by: (1) calling toll free at 
_________________(2) emailing at BSAInquiries@omniagnt.com, or (3) visiting the case 
website at www.OfficialBSAClaims.com (do not contact the Claims Agent for legal advice).  

What If I Don’t File on Time? 

Failure to complete and return this Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim by [●] at 
5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) may result in your inability to vote on a plan of reorganization 
and/or to receive a distribution from this bankruptcy for sexual abuse related to BSA.  
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Penalty for presenting fraudulent claim: Fine of up to $500,000 or imprisonment for up to 
5 years, or both.  18 U.S.C. §§ 152, 157 and 3571. 

 
PART 1: CONFIDENTIALITY 

Unless you indicate below, your identity and your Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim 
will be kept confidential, under seal, and outside the public record.  However, information in 
this claim will be confidentially provided, pursuant to Court-approved guidelines, to the Debtors, 
the Debtors’ counsel and retained advisors, certain insurers of BSA, the Tort Claimants’ 
Committee, attorneys at the Office of the United States Trustee for the District of Delaware, 
counsel to any future claimants’ representative, and confidentially to such other persons that the 
Court determines need the information in order to evaluate the claim. Information in this claim 
may be required to be disclosed to governmental authorities under mandatory reporting laws in 
many jurisdictions. 

 
This Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim (along with any accompanying exhibits 

and attachments) will be maintained as confidential unless you expressly request that it be 
publicly available by checking the “public” box and signing below. 

 
☐		PUBLIC:	I want my identity and this Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim (together with 

any exhibits and attachments) to be made part of the official claims register in these cases.  
My claim will be available for review by any and all members of the public. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 

Print Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

PART 2: IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 

I. Identity of Sexual Abuse Survivor 

First Name _________________________________________ Middle Initial ____  
Last Name ____________________________________________ Jr/Sr/III _____ 

Mailing Address (If Sexual Abuse Survivor is incapacitated, is a minor, or is deceased, provide 
the address of the individual submitting the claim. If you are in jail or prison, provide the address 
of your place of incarceration): 

Number and Street: _____________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________  State: ____________  Zip Code (Postal Code): __________   

Country (if other than USA): _______________________________________________ 
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Telephone Nos.:    Home ____________________ Cell ________________________ 

Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

For communications regarding this claim you may use (check the appropriate boxes):   

Email ☐   US Mail ☐   Home Voicemail ☐   Cell Voicemail ☐   Counsel listed below ☐  

Social Security Number of Sexual Abuse Survivor (last four digits only):   
XXX-XX-__ __ __ __. 

If the Sexual Abuse Survivor is in jail or prison, provide the survivor’s identification number: 
________________________________________ 

Date of Birth of the Sexual Abuse Survivor (MM/YYYY):  __ __ / __ __ __ __ 

Any other name, or names, by which the Sexual Abuse Survivor has ever been known: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Gender of Sexual Abuse Survivor: [   ] Male  [   ] Female  [   ] Other (specify)  
____________________ 

II. If you have hired an attorney relating to the sexual abuse described in this 
Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim, please provide his or her name and 
contact information:  

Law Firm Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

Attorney’s Name: First ________________ ________________________Middle Initial ____ 
 
Last Name ___________________________________________________ 

Attorney’s Mailing Address:  

Number and Street: _______________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________State: _______________________________  Zip  
 
Code (Postal Code): ___________   

Country (if other than USA) _________________________________________________ 

Telephone No. _____________________________   Fax No. ___________________________   
 
E-mail: _____________________________________________________  
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PART 3:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR SEXUAL ABUSE SURVIVOR 

I. Marital/Domestic Partner History:  

a. Have you ever been married?  [  ] Yes [  ] No 

b. If “Yes”, please provide: 

i. Length of time you were/have been married: 
_________________________________________________________ 

ii. Current marital status: _________________________________________  

iii. If you are no longer married, please specify whether your marriage ended 
by divorce or by the death of your spouse. 

___________________________________________________ 

II. Education History:  

a. What is your highest level of education completed or degree obtained? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

b. Educational institution(s): 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

III. Employment: 

a. What is your current employment status: 
  
☐ Employed – Occupation: _______________________________ 

☐ Retired – Former Occupation: ___________________________ 

☐ Unemployed – Former Occupation:  ______________________  

☐ Disabled – Former Occupation:  ______________________ 

☐ Other: __________________________ 

IV. Military service: 

a. Have you ever served in the military?  [  ] Yes  [  ] No 

b. If “Yes,” please provide the following information:  

1.  Branch(es) of service: ____________________________________________ 
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2. Years of service in each: __________________________________________ 

3. Rank at discharge for each: ________________________________________ 

4. Nature of discharge for each (e.g., honorable): _________________________  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART 4: NATURE OF THE SEXUAL ABUSE 
(Attach additional sheets if necessary) 

For each of the questions listed below, please complete your answers to the best of 
your recollection.  

Note: If you have previously filed a lawsuit about your Scouting-related sexual abuse in 
state or federal court, you may attach a copy of the complaint.  If you have not filed a lawsuit, or 
if the complaint does not contain all of the information requested below, you must provide the 
information below to the extent of your recollection. 

Please answer each of the following questions to your best ability.  If you do not know or 
recall please so indicate.  

a. Please answer “Yes” or “No” to each of the following: 

Were you sexually abused by more than one person?   [  ] Yes   [  ] No  

Were you sexually abused in more than one State?     [  ] Yes   [  ] No  

b. Please name each person who sexually abused you in relation to your involvement in 
Scouting.  (“Scouting” includes Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Exploring Scouts, Venture 
Scouts and Sea Scouts.) 

If you do not remember the name of the sexual abuser(s), provide as much identifying 
information about the sexual abuser(s) that you can recall, such as approximate age 
and their relationship to Scouting (e.g., the Scoutmaster of Troop 100, another Troop 
member of Troop 200, camp staff member, etc.).   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What was the sexual abuser’s position, title, or relationship to you in Scouting?  
Please check all boxes that apply. (If there were more than one sexual abuser, please 
identify each on the lines below and list their position, title or relationship to you in 
Scouting.) 

i.  [   ] Adult Scout leader  

ii. [   ] Youth Scout leader  

iii. [   ] Scoutmaster  

iv. [   ] I don’t know 

v. [   ] Other (please explain why you believe the person(s) who sexually 
abused you had a relationship with Scouting):  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Where were you at the time you were sexually abused (city, state, territory or 
country)?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

e. What was the type of Scouting you were involved with during the sexual abuse 
(check all boxes that apply)? 

i. [   ] Boy Scouts 

ii. [   ] Cub Scouts 

iii. [   ] Exploring Scouts 

iv. [   ] Venture Scouts 

v. [   ] Sea Scouts 

vi. [   ] Other (please explain why you believe you had a connection to 
Scouting during the sexual abuse):  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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f. What was the unit number and physical location (city, state, territory, or country) of 
the Scouting unit or Provisional Troop you were in during the time of the sexual 
abuse? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

g. What was the name and location (city, state, territory, or country) of the organization 
that chartered or sponsored your Scouting unit during the time of the sexual abuse 
(e.g., religious institution, church, school, community center, civic group, etc.)?  

[Note that such organizations are not currently parties to the bankruptcy so if you believe 
you may have a claim against any such organization you must take additional action to 
preserve and pursue any such claim.] 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

h. If you remember, what was the name of the BSA Local Council(s) that oversaw your 
Scouting unit(s) or that oversaw any Boy Scout camp or other Scouting activity 
during the time of the sexual abuse? 

[Note that such BSA Local Councils are not currently parties to the bankruptcy so if you 
believe you may have a claim against a BSA Local Council you must take additional 
action to preserve and pursue any such claim.]  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

i. In which of the following places did the sexual abuse take place?  Check all that 
apply. 

1. [  ]  At or in connection with a Scout meeting.  

2. [  ]  At or in connection with a Scout camp. 

3. [  ]  At or in connection with another Scouting-related event or activity. 

4. [  ]  Other, please explain.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

j. Approximately when did the sexual abuse take place? (If you cannot remember exact 
dates, please provide approximate dates, i.e. month(s) and/or year(s), or provide your 
age when it started and when it ended.)  If the sexual abuse took place over a period 
of time, please state when it started and when it stopped (months and years if 
possible).  If you were sexually abused by more than one sexual abuser indicate when 
the sexual abuse by each of the sexual abusers started and stopped. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

k. Please describe what happened to you.  You can provide a description in your own 
words and/or use the checkboxes below.   

About how many times were you sexually abused? 

1. [  ]  I was sexually abused once.   

2. [  ]  I was sexually abused more than once.  

If you were sexually abused more than once, please state how many times: 

__________________________________________________________  

Please describe the sexual abuse you experienced.  (Check all that apply.) 
(Please note that the boxes are not meant to limit the characterization or 
description of your sexual abuse.) 

3. [  ]  The sexual abuse involved touching outside of the clothing.   

4. [  ]  The sexual abuse involved touching my bare skin. 

5. [  ]  The sexual abuse involved fondling or groping. 

6. [  ]  The sexual abuse involved masturbation. 

7. [  ]  The sexual abuse involved oral copulation / oral sex. 

8. [  ]  The sexual abuse involved the penetration of some part of my body.   

9. [  ]  The acts of sexual abuse against me also involved other youth.  

10. [  ]  The sexual abuse involved photographs or video. 
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11. [ ]  Even though I did not want it, my body responded sexually to the sexual 
abuse.   

12. [ ] The sexual abuse involved actual or implied threats of violence or other 
adverse consequences if I disclosed the sexual abuse. 

13. [ ] The sexual abuse involved gifts, privileges, experiences, and other rewards 
or bribes in addition to the activities and awards normally part of Scouting.  

14. [ ]  The sexual abuser(s) made my family think they could be trusted. 

15. [ ]  At the time of the sexual abuse, my family or I had significant financial, 
social, behavioral or other challenges.   

Please describe the sexual abuse in as much detail as you can recall in the lines below and be 
as specific as possible.  Please attach additional pages if needed. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

l. Did you or anyone on your behalf tell anyone involved in Scouting about the sexual 
abuse?  [  ] Yes [  ] No  

m. Have you ever reported the sexual abuse to law enforcement or investigators?  This 
includes telling someone when you were a minor or when you were an adult.  
[  ]  Yes  [  ]  No 
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PART 5: IMPACT OF SEXUAL ABUSE 
(Attach additional pages if necessary) 

(If you currently cannot describe any harm you have suffered on account of the sexual 
abuse, you may omit this section for now.  However, you may be asked to provide the 
information requested at a later date.)   

1. Please describe how you believe you were impacted, harmed, damaged, or injured as a 
result of the sexual abuse you described above.  You can check the boxes, fill in the 
narrative or both.  Please note that the boxes are not meant to limit the 
characterization or description of the impact(s) of your sexual abuse.  

i.  [  ] Psychological / Emotional health 

ii  [  ] Physical health 

iii  [  ] Education 

iv.  [  ] Employment 

v.  [  ] Family / personal relationships 

vi.  [  ] Alcohol and/or substance abuse 

vii. [  ] Other (please explain and add any other information you remember to 
the categories above):  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Have you ever sought counseling or other mental health treatment for any reason that you 
now connect to the sexual abuse that you described above? 
[  ] Yes [  ] No    

If your response to the prior question is “Yes,” please identify the name of each person who 
provided you with counseling or mental health treatment, their location, the type of 
counseling or treatment and the estimated dates/time period of counseling or treatment.  If 
you were prescribed medication in connection with such counseling or mental health 
treatment, please list the name of the medication and how long you took that medication.  
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

PART 6: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

A. Prior Litigation. Was a lawsuit filed by you or on your behalf regarding the sexual abuse 
described above?  [  ] Yes  [  ]  No  (If “Yes” you are required to attach a copy of the 
complaint.)  

B. Prior Claims. Have you filed any claims in any other bankruptcy case relating to the sexual 
abuse described above?  [  ] Yes   [  ] No   (If “Yes,” you are required to attach a copy of any 
completed claim form.) 

C. Bankruptcy. Have you ever filed for bankruptcy?  [  ] Yes   [  ] No    If “Yes,” please provide 
the following information: 

Name of Case: ___________________________  Court: ___________________________ 

Date filed: _______________________________ Case No. _________________________ 

Chapter: 7 ☐  11 ☐  12 ☐  13 ☐    Name of Trustee: ______________________________ 
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SIGNATURE 

To be valid, this Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim must be signed by you. If the 
Sexual Abuse Survivor is deceased or incapacitated, the form must must be signed by the Sexual 
Abuse Survivor’s representative or the attorney for the estate.  If the Sexual Abuse Survivor is a 
minor, the form must be signed by the Sexual Abuse Survivor’s parent or legal guardian, or the 
Sexual Abuse Survivor’s attorney.  (Any form signed by a representative or legal guardian must 
attach documentation establishing such person’s authority to sign this form for the Sexual Abuse 
Survivor.) 

Penalty for presenting fraudulent claim: Fine of up to $500,000 or imprisonment for up to 
5 years, or both.  18 U.S.C. §§ 152, 157 and 3571. 

 

Check the appropriate box: 

 [   ]  I am the Sexual Abuse Survivor. 

[   ]  I am the Sexual Abuse Survivor’s attorney, guardian, kinship (or other 
authorized) caretaker, executor, or authorized representative.  

[   ] Other (describe): __________________________________________________ 

I have examined the information in this Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim and have a 
reasonable belief that the information is true and correct.  

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements are true and correct. 

Date:    ____________________________________ 

Signature:   ____________________________________ 

Print Name:   ____________________________________ 

Relationship to Sexual Abuse Survivor  
(if not signed by Sexual Abuse Survivor): _________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________ 

   ____________________________________ 

Contact Phone: ____________________________________ 

Email:   ____________________________________ 
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Notice of Deadline for Filing Sexual Abuse Claims in the  
Boy Scouts of America Bankruptcy Case 

Regardless of How Old You Are Today, All Sexual Abuse 
Survivors Need to File Claims by _______________ 

This is an official notice approved by the Bankruptcy Court.  This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.   
 

Una versión en español de este aviso está disponible en www.OfficialBSAclaims.com o llamando al 1‐866‐907‐2721. 
 

 Please read this notice carefully as it may impact your rights against the Boy Scouts of America (“BSA”).  

 Please note the BSA Local Councils and chartering organizations are not currently parties to the bankruptcy 
so if you believe you may have a claim against any such organization you must take additional action to 
preserve and pursue any such claim. 

 Regardless of how old you are today, if you were sexually abused as a child on or before February 18, 2020, 
you must file a bankruptcy claim if you were sexually abused in connection with the Boy Scouts, Cub 
Scouts, or any person, entity, or activity associated with BSA or Scouting.   

 You must file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim by _____________. 

 If you do not timely file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim you will likely lose any right you may 
have to a claim against BSA, including any right to compensation from BSA.  Under BSA’s proposed 
Plan of Reorganization, if you do not timely file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim you may lose 
rights against BSA Local Councils or organizations that sponsored your Troop or Pack. 

 You can file a claim 1) using the enclosed hard copy form, or 2) using the online form at this website: 
www.OfficialBSAClaims.com.  If you lose the enclosed hard copy form you can download another copy 
from at www.OfficialBSAClaims.com. 

 
BASIC INFORMATION 

1. Why was this notice issued?  

BSA has filed a Chapter 11 bankruptcy.  The Bankruptcy Court has set a deadline for filing claims against BSA for 
sexual abuse that took place on or before February 18, 2020, which is the date BSA filed for bankruptcy.   

This case is filed in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware, and the case is known as In re Boy 
Scouts of America and Delaware BSA, LLC, Case No. 20-10343 (LSS).  The Bankruptcy Court judge overseeing the 
case is Judge Laurie Selber Silverstein. 

The Bankruptcy Court authorized BSA to send out this notice. You have the right to file a claim in the bankruptcy if 
you were sexually abused as a child in connection with the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, or any person, entity, or activity 
associated with the Boy Scouts of America or Scouting, regardless of how old you are today. You are required to 
file any such claim before ______________. 
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ABUSE CLAIMS 

2. What is considered a Sexual Abuse Claim? 

You have a Sexual Abuse Claim if you experienced any of the following as a result of the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, 
or any person, entity, or activity associated with the Boy Scouts of America or Scouting, regardless of how old you 
are today:  

 Sexual conduct; sexual abuse; sexual exploitation; sexual touching; sexualized interaction; sexual comments 
about a child’s body; or other verbal or non-verbal behaviors that facilitated, contributed to, or lead up to sexual 
abuse, regardless of whether or not such behavior was itself sexual or against the law, and regardless of whether 
you thought the behavior was sexual abuse at the time. 

 Sexual abuse includes behavior between adults and children under eighteen years of age, or between a child and 
another child which involves touching of the genitals or any other touching of a sexual nature. It involves 
behaviors traditionally thought of as sexual including penetration or fondling of the child’s body, other body-on-
body contact, or non-contact, behaviors such as observing or making images of a child’s naked body, showing 
or making pornography or having children behave in sexual behavior as a group. 

 For purposes of this definition a child under the age of eighteen years of age is incapable and unable to provide 
informed consent to any of the behaviors listed above. 

The sexual abuse must have occurred on or before February 18, 2020, and you must have been under the age of 18 
at the time some or all of the sexual abuse occurred. 

3. Who should file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim?  

You should file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim if you have a Sexual Abuse Claim as defined above.  You 
should file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim regardless of whether you: 

 Did or did not report your sexual abuse to BSA or to anyone else; 

 Believe the applicable statute of limitations may have run on your Sexual Abuse Claim;  

 Previously filed a lawsuit or asserted a claim in connection with the sexual abuse; and/or, 

 Previously filed a Sexual Abuse Claim on a standard proof of claim form (e.g., Official Bankruptcy Form 
410). You must re-file your Sexual Abuse Claim and use the designated Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of 
Claim Form. 

You should file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim regardless of your current age or the length of time 
that has passed since the sexual abuse took place. 

Do not file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim if your claim is based on anything other than sexual abuse as 
defined above.  For any other type of claim you should file the General Proof of Claim Form (Official Bankruptcy 
Form 410). 
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4. What if I am still not sure if I have a Sexual Abuse Claim? 

You should consult with an attorney if you have any questions, including whether you should file a Sexual Abuse 
Survivor Proof of Claim.   

HOW TO FILE A SEXUAL ABUSE SURVIVOR PROOF OF CLAIM 

5. How can I file my Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim? 

The Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim must be submitted and received by 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) on 
________, 2020.  The Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim must be delivered to Omni Agent Solutions, the 
Court-approved claims and noticing agent (the “Claims Agent”), by either:  

(i) Hand delivery, first class mail, or courier service of the original proof of claim to: BSA Sexual Abuse 
Claims Processing, c/o Omni Agent Solutions, 5955 De Soto Ave., Suite 100, Woodland Hills, CA 91367, 
so that it is received on or before ________, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) ;  

(ii) Electronically using the interface available at: www.OfficialBSAClaims.com via the link entitled 
“[Submit a Claim],” on or before ________, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time). 

A Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim sent by email or facsimile transmission will not be accepted. 

If you have questions you can contact your attorney or call 1-866-907-2721 to speak to the Claims Agent.  The 
Claims Agent can provide information about how to file a claim but cannot offer any legal advice. 
 

6. Will my information be kept confidential? 

Yes, subject to the limitations described below.  The Bankruptcy Court has set up a procedure to protect your 
privacy.   In order to protect your privacy, please do not file your Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim with the 
Bankruptcy Court.  Instead, you must file according to the directions above.  Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of 
Claims will not be available to the public unless you choose to release that information. 
 
Unless you elect otherwise on the Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim, your identity and your Sexual Abuse 
Survivor Proof of Claim will be kept confidential, under seal, and outside the public record.  However, information 
about your Sexual Abuse Claim will be confidentially provided, pursuant to Court-approved guidelines, to the 
following: 

 
 BSA;  
 The Debtors’ counsel and retained advisors; 
 Certain insurers of BSA; 
 The Tort Claimants’ Committee; 
 Attorneys at the Office of the United States Trustee for the District of Delaware; 
 Counsel to any future claimants’ representative; and, 
 Such other persons that the Court determines need the information in order to evaluate the claim.  
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Please note that information in your Sexual Abuse Claim may be disclosed to governmental authorities under 
mandatory reporting laws in many jurisdictions. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

7. How do I report my sexual abuse to the authorities? 

Reporting the sexual abuse protects other children by ensuring that perpetrators are barred from Scouting and are 
reported to law enforcement.  You can learn more about how to report the sexual abuse at 
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/responding/reporting/how/.   

Please know that reporting sexual abuse is different than filing a claim in BSA’s bankruptcy case. 

8. What happens if I do not file a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim? 

If you fail to submit a completed Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim to the Claims Agent on or before 
____________, you will likely not be able to (1) assert your Sexual Abuse Claim against BSA in the future or obtain 
compensation from BSA, (2) vote on BSA’s plan of reorganization, or (3) receive any compensation in the BSA 
bankruptcy case for your Sexual Abuse Claim.  
 

YOU MAY WANT TO CONSULT WITH AN ATTORNEY REGARDING THIS NOTICE AND 
WHETHER YOU SHOULD FILE A SEXUAL ABUSE SURVIVOR PROOF OF CLAIM. 
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U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware 
In re Boys Scouts of America, et al., Case No. 20‐10343 (LSS) 

 
Official Approved Notice from Bankruptcy Court 

 
Sexual Abuse Claims in Boy Scouts of America Bankruptcy 

Regardless of How Old You Are Today, All Sexual Abuse Survivors Need to File Claims  
by 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) on ________, 2020 

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) has filed a Chapter 11 bankruptcy.  Please read this notice carefully as it impacts your 

rights against BSA.  This notice is a short summary.  For more detail, visit www.OfficialBSAClaims.com. 

Who Must File a Sexual Abuse Claim? 

Regardless of how old you are today, anyone who was sexually abused as a child on or before February 18, 2020, must file 

a bankruptcy claim if they were sexually abused in connection with the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, or any entity or activity 

associated with Scouting.  

If you do not file a timely sexual abuse claim in the bankruptcy you will likely lose any right you may have to a claim 

against BSA, including any right to compensation from BSA. 

Sexual  abuse  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to:  sexual  molestation,  sexual  touching,  sexual  behavior,  and  other  sexual 

interactions.   For a more complete definition of “sexual abuse,” please  review  the Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim 

Form, which is available at www.OfficialBSAClaims.com.  

What is the Deadline for Sexual Abuse Claims? 

You must file a claim using the Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim Form by ______, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time).   

How to File a Sexual Abuse Claim? 

You can download a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim Form at this website:  www.OfficialBSAClaims.com  

You can file a claim at this website:  www.OfficialBSAClaims.com  

You can call 1‐866‐907‐2721 for help on how to file a claim.   

ACT NOW Before Time Runs Out: 

File a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim.  

 

Register your email address at www.OfficialBSAClaims.com in order to receive important case information. 

www.OfficialBSAclaims.com                                                     1‐866‐907‐2721 
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To: 
From: BSAInquiries@omniagnt.com 
Re: Boys Scouts of America Deadline For Filing Sexual Abuse Claims 
 

Sexual Abuse Claims in Boy Scouts of America Bankruptcy 
The Deadline for Filing Sexual Abuse Claims is ___________________ 

 
Una versión en español de este aviso está disponible en  

www.OfficialBSAclaims.com o llamando al 1-866-907-2721. 
 

The Boy Scouts of America (“BSA”) has filed bankruptcy. If you are a victim of sexual abuse in 
Scouting, please read this email carefully because it has information which could  affect your legal rights.  
For more information, go to www.OfficalBSAclaims.com or call BSA at 1-866-907-2721. 
 
You may file a sexual abuse survivor claim regardless of how old you are today or when the sexual 

abuse happened. 
 

Who Should File a Sexual Abuse Claim? 
 

You should file a sexual abuse claim if you have a claim based on any sexual abuse that you suffered in 
connection with Scouting.   
 
Sexual abuse is defined as sexual conduct; sexual abuse; sexual exploitation; sexual touching; sexualized 
interaction; sexual comments about a child’s body; or other verbal or non-verbal behaviors that 
facilitated, contributed to, or lead up to sexual abuse, regardless of whether or not such behavior was itself 
sexual or against the law, and regardless of whether you thought the behavior was sexual abuse at the 
time.   

Sexual abuse includes behavior between adults and children under eighteen years of age, or between a 
child and another child which involves touching of the genitals or any other touching of a sexual 
nature.  It involves behaviors traditionally thought of as sexual including penetration or fondling of the 
child’s body, other body-on-body contact, or non-contact behaviors such as observing or making images 
of a child’s naked body, showing or making pornography, or having children engage in sexual behavior as 
a group.  

For purposes of this definition of sexual abuse, a child under the age of eighteen years of age is 
incapable and unable to provide informed consent to any of the behaviors listed above. 

 
How Do I File a Sexual Abuse Claim? 

 
The Bankruptcy Court has approved a special sexual abuse survivor claim form.  The claim form and 
instructions on how to file it are available at www.OfficialBSAclaims.com or by calling BSA at 1-866-
907-2721 

When Should I File Sexual Abuse Claim? 
 

You should file a claim using the sexual abuse survivor claim form by ________________ at 5:00 p.m. 
(Eastern Time). If you do not file a timely sexual abuse claim, you may lose rights against BSA.  
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Act Now Before Time Runs Out: 
 File a Sexual Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim by __________________ 
 You may receive compensation for the sexual abuse you suffered. 

 
If you want to receive Bankruptcy Court notices regarding the BSA bankruptcy case, you should register 
your email address at www.OfficialBSAclaims.com.  
 

. 
 

www.OfficialBSAclaims.com                                            1-866-907-2721 
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BSA :30 Second TV Script 
102 words 
 
 
VO: 
 
This is an important message for all current and former Boy Scouts.   
 
The Boy Scouts of America have declared bankruptcy. If you were sexually abused in Scouting, 
you could receive compensation, but you must file a Proof of Claim in the bankruptcy case by 
___________________.   
 
You may file a sexual abuse claim regardless of your current age or the year the abuse occurred.   

If you do not file a claim, you may lose your rights against the Boy Scouts. 

For more information, visit OfficialBSAclaims.com or call 1‐866‐907‐2721. 
 
This notice has been approved by order of the United States Bankruptcy Court 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE  

 
In re: 
 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA AND 
DELAWARE BSA, LLC,1 

 
Debtors. 

)
)
)
)
)
) 
) 
) 
) 

Chapter 11 

Case No. 20-10343 (LSS) 

Jointly Administered  
 

 
DECLARATION OF JON R. CONTE, PH.D. IN SUPPORT OF THE OBJECTION OF 
THE TORT CLAIMANTS’ COMMITTEE TO (A)  DEBTORS’ MOTION, PURSUANT 
TO 11 U.S.C. § 502(B)(9), BANKRUPTCY RULES 2002 AND 3003(C)(3), AND LOCAL 

RULES 2002-1(E), 3001-1, AND 3003-1, FOR AUTHORITY TO (I) ESTABLISH 
DEADLINES FOR FILING PROOFS OF CLAIM, (II) ESTABLISH THE FORM AND 

MANNER OF NOTICE THEREOF, (III) APPROVE PROCEDURES FOR 
PROVIDING NOTICE OF BAR DATE AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

TO ABUSE VICTIMS, AND (IV) APPROVE CONFIDENTIALITY PROCEDURES 
FOR ABUSE VICTIMS [DKT. NO. 18] AND (B) SUPPLEMENT TO BAR DATE 

MOTION [DKT. NO. 557] 

 

I, Jon R. Conte, Ph.D., submit the following declaration as my testimony in this matter 

and state, under penalty of perjury, the following: 

 
1. I am an individual over the age of 21 years and suffer no disability that would interfere 

with my ability to testify truthfully to the matters set forth herein.  

2. I am a Professor Emeritus in the School of Social work at the University of Washington 

in Seattle, Washington and Director of the Joshua Center on Child Sexual Abuse at the 

University.  My academic Curriculum Vitae is attached to this declaration. 

                                                 
1  The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, together with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number, are as follows: Boy Scouts of America (6300) and Delaware the BSA, LLC (4311).  The Debtors’ mailing 
address is 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, Irving, Texas 75038. 
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3. I have almost four decades in the study of childhood sexual abuse, am published in that 

area and have trained multidisciplinary audiences on various aspects of childhood sexual 

abuse, including issues in forensic practice nationally and internationally.  

4. Over the course of my career, I have served on a Panel on Child Abuse and Neglect at the 

National Academy of Sciences; on a research review committee at the National  Institute 

of Mental Health; was the founding President of the American Professional Society on 

the Abuse of Children; was on the Board of Councilors of the International Society for 

the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect; and served on State and local committees in 

Illinois, Washington, and Kentucky.  

5. I maintained a small private clinical practice specializing in the treatment of children, 

youth, and adults with histories of child sexual abuse first in Chicago and then in Seattle 

after returning to Seattle in 1990.  I have evaluated literally thousands of child, youth and 

adult victims of childhood sexual abuse who allege harms and damages resulting from 

childhood sexual abuse from the mid-1980s to the present.  I have evaluated victims 

abused in conjunction with their participating in the Boy Scouts in Illinois and also in 

Washington.  

6. I have testified as an expert over one hundred and sixty times in Washington, Oregon, 

California, Arizona, Colorado, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Florida, South Carolina, and 

British Columbia Canada. I have previously served as an expert to Creditors’ Committees 

in the Bankruptcies of the Archdioceses of Portland and Milwaukee.  A partial list of my 

expert testimony is attached as Appendix 1 to my Curriculum Vitae. 

7. I am the Editor of the Journal of Interpersonal Violence and the journal Trauma, 

Violence, and Abuse.  I am generally aware of the research on various aspects of 
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childhood sexual abuse.  I have coauthored three manuscripts in the last 12 months and 

am working on a fourth.  All manuscripts have been based on a review of extensive 

research on various issues surrounding childhood sexual abuse.  

8. I have been retained by the Tort Claimants’ Committee in this matter to provide expert 

testimony of various aspects of the current matter. 

Summary of Opinions: 

9. The questions I have been asked to address and my summary opinions responding to 

those questions are the following: 

a. Is the proposed Bar date of early October sufficient, fair to potential 

claimants and sensitive to the actual process where a victim of the BSA 

receives notice and decides to make a claim?  

The proposed October bar date is extremely short and is not sufficient.  It 

establishes an unrealistic, too short in the future date, which does not allow an 

adult survivor of childhood abuse enough time to file a claim a claim.  The too- 

short bar date: (i) fails to appreciate the difficulty encountered by an adult 

survivor who must come to a point where he is able to file a claim; (ii) ignores the 

time that is required after notice is received to make a reasoned decision; (iii)is 

unconnected to a review of the actual dates on which various notice efforts will 

actually take place; and (iv) ignores the new reality and disruption to life of 

COVID-19.  

b. Is the Proof of Claim form proposed by BSA sensitive to and likely to 

generate responses from Child Sexual Abuse Survivors (the “Survivors”)?  It 

is not.  The Proof of Claim form is: (i) confusing; (ii)fails to actually define 
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abuse; (iii) uses overlapping terms for the same behavior; (iv) confuses abuse with 

reasons that an adult may abuse a child; (v) asks questions which appear more 

appropriate to discovery: (vi) asks questions which have a high likelihood of 

triggering traumatic reactions in Survivors or discourage them from submitting a 

proof of claim;(vii) asks potential Survivors to provide detailed information which 

goes beyond what is necessary to describe the basis of a claim;  and (viii) is 

deficient for other reasons described below (see paragraphs 11 a- c and 12): 

c. Is the Notice of Claim sensitive to and likely to generate responses from 

Child Sexual Abuse Survivors? The proposed Notice is not sensitive to the 

Survivors and is not likely to generate responses from many survivors.  The 

Proposed Notice is: (i) complex; (ii) calls for a recall of experiences, which is 

unnecessarily detailed at this point of time: (iii)calls for a narrative of traumatic 

and distressing experiences; (iv) asks for information which is unnecessary, 

more appropriate to discovery, and appears intended to discourage Survivors 

from filing claims. 

d.  Is the manner of reaching claimants sufficient and likely to actually reach 

potential claimants? The proposed manner of reaching claimants is; (i) not 

sufficient in reaching potential claimants; (ii) it makes incorrect assumptions 

about in which portions of the current US population or States potential 

claimants may be found; (iii) provides complex and non-user friendly language; 

(iv) provides a global rather than more focused process of contacting potential 

claimants; and (v) fails to provide messages including television, radio, social 
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media and print adds which are tailed to and likely to connect with adult 

Survivors. (For the basis of my opinions see paragraphs 15 A-J below.) 

Basis of Opinions:  

10. Is the proposed Bar date of early October sufficient, fair to potential claimants and 

sensitive to the actual process where a victim of the BSA is prepared to identify 

themselves?    

Debtors’ proposed bar date of early October is extremely short for a number of reasons. 

a. No one knows how many potential claimants there are.  Anecdotal information 

indicates that thousands of survivors have already retained attorneys.  So if the 

creditors who are the most willing to come forward or are the most likely to 

appreciate that they have been harmed have come forward, then the unknown 

number of remaining potential claimants are the most difficult to find. There is 

nowhere near enough time to find and give notice to those potential claimants 

who are not represented by counsel and the most difficult of Abuse Survivors to 

find and provide proper Notice.   

b.  Survivors of abuse are reluctant to disclose their abuse. The research is clear.   

Delay in disclosure is the norm with only thirty percent of child victims I have 

studied disclosing immediately.  Reasons for that are often complex and there 

may be more than one reason for reluctance to disclose abuse operative in any 

given survivor’s experience.  My evaluation of child and adult survivors indicates 

that reasons for non-disclosure include:  fear of the consequences of reporting, 

stigma associated with being a victim, protecting aging parents who did not know 

or protect the survivor when the abuse was taking place, avoidance of the pain 
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associated with memories of the abuse, psychological defenses including denial, 

suppression and others or maladaptive coping such as substance abuse, or not 

wanting partners or children to know about the abuse.  

c. For a Survivor, the act of knowing that he was abused, being willing to identify as 

an abuse survivor, and deciding to take some action is difficult and complex.   As 

is generally understood, disclosure is not a single step but rather a process.  Once 

a potential claimant has received the notice it is likely that for many it will take a 

period of reflection.  That reflection will include the difficult and painful process 

of weighting the reasons that they have not previously disclosed or identified 

themselves as a victim, and considering the implications and enormously 

significant consequences of completing the Notice of Claim. 

d. Finally, it is also important to recognize the time in which we live (both 

seasonally and in the fact of COVID-19).  Debtor is proposing a notice campaign 

largely over the summer months.  Traditionally summer months are not a good 

time for research surveys which a Notice and Proof of Claim are akin to.  More 

importantly for many people, COVID-19 is a source of worry and preoccupation.  

I have had contact with several prior clients who report that the isolation and fear 

of social distancing has triggered abuse memories and feelings. 

e. This time has caused many people to alter how they work and live and what they 

think about.  Therapists have switched clients to video or phone therapy.    

Millions of Americans including probably some who are potential claimants are 

unemployed and preoccupied with how they are going to feed their families.   
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11. Given these concerns I can see no reason to further abuse Survivors by not allowing a 

reasonable time period after they receive notice to reflect seriously and make a decision 

which one way or the other is likely to have a significant impact on their lives. The 

November date proposed by the Claimants is a reasonable and fair time period assuming 

the Notice plan is revised to increase targeting of potential creditors and language is 

changed to speak meaningfully in common English to potential creditors.  

12. Is the Proof of Claim form proposed by BSA sensitive to and likely to generate 

responses from Child Sexual Abuse Survivors?   

It is not.  Regarding the Abuse Survivor’s Proof of Claim prepared by the Debtor 

the basis for my opinions are as follows: 

a. A definition is a statement of the meaning of a term. Using different words to 

describe the same thing (e.g. sexual conduct or misconduct, sexual abuse or molestation, 

sexual exploitation,) is not a definition.  

b. Regarding the content provided in the Claim Form  What is Abuse? (page 2) the 

proposed language is extremely problematic for a number of reasons: 

i.  Paragraph 4b provides a poor definition of what is sexual abuse.  It uses 

confusing and professional terms that most potential creditors are unlikely to 

understand (e.g. ephebophilia).   

ii.  The paragraph employs global terms such as “sexual abuse or 

molestation” or “rape” (which is actually a legal term) and provides no 

behaviorally specific descriptions or definitions of behavior. Lay opinions 

(i.e. opinions of potential creditors) vary greatly. For example, some males 

believe that only girls can be “raped” or that masturbation is not abuse.  
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Terms such as “sexual conduct or misconduct, sexual abuse or molestation, 

sexual exploitation, indecent assault and/or battery” are not a definition of 

abuse.  Rather, they are alternative terms for sexual abuse. There is no 

agreed upon professional definitions for abuse vs. molestation. “Battery” is 

a concept most survivors are unlikely to know. In working with literally 

thousands of survivors as a therapist and an expert witness I have never 

heard a survivor say he/she was “battered”.  

iii. It has been known for some time that global descriptions of abuse 

generate lower rates of disclosure than multiple questions with specific 

behavioral definitions.  For example, in and early and important analysis of 

research on how widespread sexual abuse was Wyatt and Peters (1986) 

2sought to understand why estimates of the prevalence of sexual abuse in 

studies around that time differed widely.  The authors conclude: 

“A feature common to Wyatt’s… and Russell’s… studies is the emphasis on 
questions pertaining to particular types of sexual behavior. The use of 
behaviorally specific questions may facilitate recollection of abuse incidents 
by clarifying for the subject the nature of the experiences being inquired about 
or by triggering memories that might not be retrieved in association with a 
more general question.” (p. 248) 
 

An example of a more behaviorally specific question than “were you ever 

sexually abused?”  is one that breaks the types of sexual behavior into 

behaviorally specific terms such as ““During childhood and adolescence, did 

anyone ever expose themselves (their sexual organs) to you?” (p. 248) 

                                                 
2 Wyatt, Gail Elizabeth and Stefanie Doyle Peters (1988) “Methodological considerations in research on the 
prevalence of child sexual abuse” in Child Abuse and Neglect, 10, 241-251. 
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iv. Another issue with the Debtor’s definition of abuse is that it confuses potential 

reasons for someone sexually abusing children such as “pedophilia or ephebophilia”.  

There is no way the average person is going to know if a sexual offender has 

ephebophilia which is arousal to post puberty youth under the age of consent.  More 

critically terms such as pedophilia or ephebophilia may be meaningless anyway for many 

sexual offenders who abused Survivors who are creditors because many offenders are 

polyperverse and engaged in many types of sexual deviancy or have both appropriate and 

inappropriate sexual relationships.  For example, in the cases I have evaluated the Scout 

personnel have been married with children and yet sexually abused youth.   

v. The proposed definition also confuses behaviors which might constitute abuse 

(e.g. sexual misconduct) with the effects of abuse( e.g. sexually related psychological or 

emotional harm, humiliation, anguish, shock, sickness, disease, disability, dysfunction, or 

intimidation”).   

vi. The Debtors’ definition also appears to lump potential claimants who have had 

very different experiences with BSA.  Adults abused as adults, potential creditors who 

were bullied or psychologically mistreated are fundamentally different than adults who 

were sexually abused in childhood. As a professional I am unsure if such adults abused as 

adults and/or potential creditors who were bullied would even have a claim. More 

importantly the inclusion of these other individuals in an effort to identify sexual abuse 

survivors is potentially confusing to adult Survivors and minimizes their experience vs. 

someone who is bullied.  

vii. It is difficult to explain to those who never experienced sexual abuse in 

childhood, what the experience is like for the child.  Words do a poor job of 

Case 20-10343-LSS    Doc 601-6    Filed 05/11/20    Page 9 of 22



 

 10 
DOCS_LA:329435.4 85353/002 

communicating the isolation, betrayal, stigma, fear, guilt, shame, and other negative and 

powerful emotions that a child feels when sexually abused by a more powerful and often 

trusted adult. 

viii. Most children abused in Scouting are “groomed”.  “Grooming”  describes a 

process where an offender separates the child from protective adults by becoming a 

trusted figure to the family and child.  It refers to a process of conditioning the child to 

touch with every increasingly sexual touch. Maintaining the child’s compliance with the 

abuse in part by making the child feel the relationship is real and the offender really cares 

for the child and providing access to experiences or resources that the child wants or 

needs is one of the ways the child’s silence is maintained. This process results in a child 

being largely unable to escape the abuse. It often creates a sense in the child of duplicity 

for not disclosing the abuse.  The guilt that results can and most often carries into 

adulthood which is one of the reasons Survivors do not disclose.  The secrecy which 

surrounds the abuse also separates the child from the parent because there is something 

the child cannot share with the parent and the parent cannot protect the child. Loss, 

feeling isolated, and guilty for being sexual and for not disclosing make the situation of 

being sexually abused extremely painful and distressing. These are the reasons that 

children do not disclose at the time of abuse and why so many adult survivors do not or 

are reluctant to disclose in adulthood.  

ix. These aspects of abuse take place in the lives of immature youth who do not 

have the experience, coping, or other developmental capacitates that allow them to 

manage the experience and are potentially associated with significant and profound 

problems in adulthood.  Treating potential creditors who have had these experiences with 
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those who may have been bullied or harassed or had a fall because of some presumed 

negligence of BSA (e. g. by not properly securing canoe equipment at a summer camp) 

further abuses the sexual abuse survivor by minimizing their experience.  But more 

critically for the matter before this Court the failure to comprehend and implement in all 

legal matters the lived experience of the adult survivor directly works against a fair and 

reasonable Notice process.  As a professional I have appreciated the standard I 

understand the law often applies of a “reasonable person”.  Further it is my understanding 

that the law recognizes that some experiences are so extreme that they alter the capacities 

of the individual. So for example, The Battered Person Syndrome asks not what would a 

“reasonable person” do or think in a situation but rather what would a battered person 

reasonable believe or do?  Sexual abuse is akin to battering (i.e. physical violence) albeit 

often more severely negatively impacting the victims’ functioning; including the capacity 

to understand their experience as abuse, increasing a false sense of responsibility for their 

own abuse, and creating negative cognitions and emotions which work against 

understanding that they were abused or taking action to protect themselves.  In my 

opinion the standard to apply in this matter on issues such as definitions, nature of notice 

processes and others is a “reasonable Sexual Abuse Survivor”.  

x. It is unclear to me the relevancy of including physical abuse or bullying 

“without regard to whether such physical abuse or bullying is of a sexual nature” (in 

Debtors’ proposed -Abuse Survivor Proof of Claim, What is Abuse? P. 2) The proposed 

definition is one hundred and forty-nine words which do not define abuse and is 

confusing, difficult to read and has numerous unexplained or undefined concepts.  A fair 
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notice to potential creditors would explain in understandable language specifically what 

acts or behaviors constitute sexual abuse.  

xi.  Regarding Nature of the Abuse.  The Debtors ask for a narrative of where, 

when, and other questions about the alleged sexual abuse. This would be a relatively 

simple task for a potential creditor who was abused once or even a few times.  However, 

my experience having evaluated thousands of survivors of sexual abuse in childhood and 

a few of whom were victims of BSA. Most victims are abused multiple times, often over 

months or years, and in a large number of different ways (i.e. different sexual acts).   It is 

virtually impossible to list every single act of abuse.  Generally, the age of the survivor 

over the period abuse took place and whether the abuse involved penetration of the body 

or not, typically seem to be facts most, but not all, survivors are able to describe.  Asking 

for long narratives which describe acts, time frames, and locations which many survivors, 

if not most, will not be able to describe seems more an indirect means of obtaining 

discovery than asking questions relevant to a proof of claim. 

xii. The Debtor asks for extremely detailed narratives of abuse experiences.  It is 

likely that some number of the abused creditors will have never had therapy and many 

more will have significant emotional and other mental health problems and the detailed 

recounting of abuse experiences will trigger negative reactions.  The nature of trauma is 

that when the Survivor recalls it the distance in time and space disappears and many 

Survivors become overwhelmed, symptoms increase, and they decompensate. The level 

of detail Debtor asks for is a disincentive to Survivors who understand that they can 

become triggered by anything that reminds of them of the abuse.  It is an effective way to 

discourage claimants from participating and because of the potential triggering aspects of 
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the narrative may discourage the most significantly harmed or damages adult survivors 

from submitting a claim. 

(a)  Debtor question I, asks for a summary of the harms or damages resulting 

from the abuse.  Frequently survivors of abuse do not know the impact of the 

abuse nor which of a range of mental health problems are directly related to 

abuse they may have suffered and which may be been a pre-existing risk 

factor (i.e. made them vulnerable to abuse).  A meaningful answer to this 

question requires expert opinion based on direct evaluation of the survivor.  

(b) The broad categories of abuse (e.g. sexual abuse or sexual misconduct or 

sexual molestation) are also overlapping.  What is a mental health vs. 

emotional health vs.  psychological health harm?  When is a harm to a 

marriage not a harm to romantic relationships?  Broad categories of harms 

resulting from abuse should be discrete areas of functioning with examples so 

that an average person can summarize their functioning. At best however 

these are going to be superficial summaries and summaries which do not fully 

describe the survivors impact.  For example, one of the significant harms 

associated with childhood sexual abuse is a profound impact on quality of life 

(QOL). QOL is a well-established factor to evaluated impacts for a wide range 

of events from natural disasters, breast cancer to automobile accidents and 

many other changes humans can experience.  QOL is akin to suffering and 

results from countless aspects of life that may be changed or harmed from 

sexual abuse in childhood.  Efforts to create blunt measures of harms or 

damages inherently place less articulate, less psychologically minded, and 
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survivors newer to understanding the impact of Debtor’s conduct at a 

disadvantage and one that does not seem relevant to an initial Proof of Claim.  

13. Are the Proof of Claim and Notice of Bar Date sensitive to and likely to generate 

responses from Child Sexual Abuse Survivors?  They are not.  The proposed Proof of 

Claim is not sensitive to the Survivors and is not likely to generate responses from many 

survivors.  My concern for sensitivity is not generated primarily for concerns about the 

emotional reactions or distress potential claimants will experience in this matter but 

rather is focused on what will produce a fair and adequate response to the Court by 

creditors.  The Debtors’ proposed Proof of Claim is overly complex, calls for recall of 

experiences which is unnecessarily detailed at this point of time, calls for a narrative of 

traumatic and distressing experiences, asks for information which is unnecessary, more 

appropriate to discovery, and appears intended to discourage survivors from filing claims,  

a. The Debtors’ Proof of Claim form is complex, asks for long narrative answers, 

encourages the potential creditor to include multiple additional pages if necessary, 

asks for information of unclear relevancy or highly sensitive information which 

may trigger and discourage some claimants from moving forward with their 

rights.   

b. Notice of Deadline for Filing Abuse Claims in the Boy Scouts of America 

Bankruptcy Case.  The proposed Notice of Deadline prepared by the Debtor 

suffers from the same problems I have outlined above.  

The Notice of Deadline states: “You have an Abuse Claim if you experienced in 

any of the following in Scouting: • Sexual conduct or misconduct, sexual abuse or 

molestation, sexual exploitation, indecent assault and/or battery, rape, pedophilia, 
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or ephebophilia; • Sexually related psychological or emotional harm, humiliation, 

anguish, shock, sickness, disease, disability, dysfunction, or intimidation; • Any 

other sexual misconduct or injury, contacts or interactions of a sexual nature, 

including the use of photography, video, or digital media; or • Other physical 

abuse or bullying regardless of whether the physical abuse or bullying was of a 

sexual nature. The abuse did not have to involve explicit force. Additionally, the 

abuse did not have to involve genital or other physical contact, and you do not 

need to have any associated physical, psychological, or emotional harm to file an 

Abuse Claim.” 

c. I will not review in detail the problems with this language as I have done so 

above.  In essence this is anything but plain English. It uses multiple terms to 

describe the same things (e.g. sexual abuse, sexual molestation). It confuses acts 

of abuse with the harms or damages which result from the abuse (e.g. humiliation, 

shock).  It combines multiple forms of abuse (sexual, psychological, harassment).   

d. Other problems (not identified above) include: 

i. T & U. extra scouting relationships and potential witnesses.  This also 

seems a discovery question and irrelevant to a potential claim. Questions 

to Survivors such as these, which are unnecessary, irrelevant, and/or  tend 

to discourage filing a claim because they appear to be threatening to 

survivors or ask the survivor to validate his/her own claim rather than the 

Court.  

14. Is the manner of reaching claimants sufficient and likely to actually reach potential 

claimants?  The proposed manner  of reaching claimants is not sufficient in reaching 
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potential claimants, it makes assumptions about in which portions of the current US 

population potential claimants may be found, provides complex and non-user friendly 

language, provides a global rather than more focused process of contacting potential 

claimants, fails to provide messages including television, radio, social media and print 

adds which are tailored to and likely to connect with adult survivors. 

15. Declaration Of Shannon R. Wheatman, Ph. D In Support Of Procedures For Providing 

Direct Notice And Supplemental Notice Plan To Provide Notice Of Bar Date To Abuse 

Survivors.  Dr. Wheatman has proposed a Notice Plan for Debtor which is extremely 

expensive and will be aided by a greater appreciation of knowledge about childhood 

sexual abuse and adult survivors which I have detailed here in this Declaration. To be 

clear in no way am I questioning Dr. Wheatman’s expertise in general Notice planning 

but rather that her talents and the Notice plan would be aided by abuse-specific 

knowledge. She has an impressive list of professional activity in the bankruptcy area of 

the law but I can see any experience or expertise with victims of childhood sexual abuse 

who are fundamentally different debtors than found in the typical bankruptcy matter.  As 

noted above this fact calls for a standard of a “reasonable abuse survivor” not a 

“reasonable person” standard which the Notice Plan and other documents from BSA 

appears to be employing.  

a. How many potential claimants are there?  The Notice Plan indicates that it will 

reach 10 million potential claimants.  It is unclear how this figure was calculated.  

It is my understanding that 110 million Americans have participated in Scouting 

since it was founded in 1910.  Just for sake of argument let’s assume that 100 

million Americans have been in Scouting over the last seventy years.  Assuming a 
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rate of abuse of males in the general population to be 20% that would mean that 

there are 20 million potential claimants. 3  The portion of this 20% who are 

potential creditors of the BSA is unclear so there is little comfort in the fact 10 

million people will be reached.  The target group of BSA potential creditors is 

much smaller and efforts should be made to more specifically and meaningfully 

target this smaller group. 

b. The Notice Plan also is based on an assumption that the IV files indicate claims in 

all 50 states and Puerto Rico.  While this is true a careful review of the data 

indicates large variation in the number of entries in the IV files.4  Assuming that 

the IV files provide some indication of locations where claimants might be found 

the percent of entries varies greatly with some states having as few as 1% of 

entries and others of 2% to 4%5  A Notice Plan should take into account that there 

may be a differential number of potential claimants in some states versus others. 

In other words a stratified contact plan should be based on spending more time 

and money in areas where there may be more creditors.  

c. The Notice Plan suggests that 54% of potential claimants are 50 years or age or 

older (p. 12) The Gallup Survey cited by the Plan reports that 45% of men in 

Scouts are aged 50 or older (vs. 27% aged 18 to 24).   The specific percent of 

older potential claimants is not particularly relevant at this point other than to 

                                                 
3 This is only illustrative.  Since it is generally understood that BSA has had a problem with sexual abuse then the 
rate of abuse may be higher than 20% and it is generally known that the rate of abuse varies from year to year and 
certainly over decades.  

4 I am unclear why the Notice Plan refers to the entries in the IV files as claims.  The files contain individuals who 
have been judged to be inappropriate volunteers not claims.  

5 I am social distancing at a location where I do not have access to the actual data, but these percentages are roughly 
accurate of the distribution across states.  
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indicate that proportionate efforts to reach one age group or one or more states 

(see b above) would seem appropriate.  

d. The Notice Plan indicates objective is to reach potential claimants who include 

current and former Scouts and volunteers (italics added for emphasis).  Adult 

volunteers are not likely to be potential claimants.  

e. A critical question and one that the Notice Plan attempts to address is what media 

outlets potential claimants are most likely to frequent.  The Notice Plan appears to 

define a younger group consisting of 18 to 49-year old.  It is unclear the rationale 

for creating such a large “younger” age group. Additionally, potential claimants 

under age 20 or so are likely to have different media usage habits that are 

different than those over 30 years of age.  I don’t have access to the MRI-

Simmons data the Notice Plan cites but on the face of it and without additional 

details I question the media use data when collapsing such a large age range into a 

single group.   

f. The Notice Plan points to the use of television “spots”.  In addition to the direct 

mailing efforts this is likely to be an extremely important notice procedure.  This 

however is also an area where fair Notice can be negatively impacted by the 

nature of the message.  There is no research to inform this question.  Adult 

survivors are likely to resonate with different kinds of messages than non-

survivors.  If nothing else the nature of the spots should be focus grouped with 

survivors.  What information is most helpful to survivors.?  Should the spot 

include information about the possible positive and negative consequences of 

responding to the Claim form?  Should the message be delivered by survivors vs. 
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a well-known person?  While I have made the point several times in this 

declaration about the importance of behaviorally specific language I appreciate 

that many media outlets may find too specific a language a problem.  It behooves 

those developing the specific adds, messages, etc. to have a consultation group of 

adult survivors review the language.  I can anticipate that objection will be raised 

to this as costly or time consuming but as a researcher I can image a short 

questionnaire administered to a small group of survivors that could be done 

easily. The Tort Claimants’ Committee in this matter would be an ideal source to 

provide such feedback.   

g. The pre-testing or review by Survivors (e.g. focus groups) of television spots or 

print media notices/adds is a critical step in assuring that the Notice efforts are 

sensitive to survivors and have a high likelihood of success.   Given a proposed 

budget of $6.8 million spending some time constructing and testing the various 

forms of Notice seems critical.  

h. Supplemental Notice Plan.  Debtor indicates in SUPPLEMENT TO DEBTORS’ 

BAR DATE MOTION several issues which tend to mislead the Court on 

important matters. 

i. Debtor indicates that the Supplemental Notice plan is estimated to reach 

approximately 95.9% of men over the age of 50 (p. 4) Dr. Wheatman in 

her analysis identifies the primary target to be men 50 years or older. (p. 

15) Unfortunately this analysis appears to assume that all men aged fifty 

or older are potential claimants hence a broad Notice campaign which 

targets every American is proposed. Not every male over fifty is at a 
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greater risk for several reasons.  First a relatively small percentage of the 

US population were ever scouts.  The Gallup Survey which Dr. Wheatman 

cited estimates that 39% of Americans have responded to the Gallup 

Survey reported being involved in scouting at one time or another in their 

lives.  The Scouts report declines numbers since the 1950s and 1960s.  

These data would suggest that more energy should go into reaching the 

older group (e.g. men 50 fifty plus).  

ii. Second, using the IV files as an indication of relative risk for sexual abuse 

then the risk is not evenly distributed across all states.  (see 14.c above).  

A stratified plan which devotes more energy (i. e funds) to reach States 

and age groups where survivors more likely to be found is far more fair 

and reasonable than a blanket approach.   

iii. The reality is that no one knows how many potential claimants there are.  

No one really has a particularly clear methodology for estimating how 

many there are.  It is clear that literally thousands of adult survivors of 

abuse in the BSA have come forward as a result of current attention this 

matter.  One would argue that the easiest potential claimants have already 

self-identified.  Adult survivors who have not come forward as of this date 

are likely to be the hardest to reach. Perhaps they are the most damaged?  

Perhaps they have the worst extenuating circumstances?  Perhaps they 

were damaged in way by the abuse in ways that even today prevent them 

from easily coming forward.  I do not mean in any way to detract from the 

pain and harms suffered by survivors who have come forward. I do 
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believe that fairness and justice requires targeted efforts to reach those 

adult survivors who so far have been unwilling or unable to come forward.  

The reality that the Court will set a date after which these individual have 

less reason to come forward demands of Debtor a targeted, stratified and 

reasonable approach to get Notice to these survivors.  

iv. The Notice Plan should reflect a stratified Notice effort which targets 

those areas and groups (e.g. men fifty or older) where potential Claimants 

are most likely to be found and links this increased risk to specific media 

outlets most likely to be used by these stratified areas and groups and 

show the related costs.  

16. In conclusion, a serious effort to provide potential creditors of the BSA would involve the 

following steps throughout the process: 

a. The use of behaviorally specific and clear language describing what sexual abuse 

is. 

b. Forms which require responses which are sensitive to the potential trauma caused 

by Debtor and responses which provide necessary information to the Court and 

this process without unnecessarily traumatizing or decompensating the claimant 

and do not serve the purpose of premature discovery. 

c. Targeting Notice efforts more directly to those more likely to be potential 

claimants than the general population. 
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d. Developing written, video, and audio Notices which have been pre-tested to 

provide potential claimants information about their rights and the meaning of bar 

dates. 

e. Setting a bar date which accurately reflects the difficulties and complexities of an 

individual who has not previously disclosed abuse by BSA and recognizes the 

unique complexities of these processes in the face of COVID-19.  

I declare under penalty of perjury that, to the best of my knowledge and after reasonable 

inquiry, the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 11th day of May, 2020 in Whidbey Island, WA. 

 /s/ Jon R. Conte .   
 Jon R. Conte, Ph.D.  
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

In re: 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA AND 
DELAWARE BSA, LLC,1 

    Debtors. 

Chapter 11 

Case No. 20-10343 (LSS) 

Jointly Administered 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, James E. O’Neill, hereby certify that on the 11th day of May, 2020, I caused a 
copy of the following document(s) to be served on the individual(s) on the attached service list(s) 
in the manner indicated: 

 
Objection of the Tort Claimants’ Committee to (A) Debtors’ Motion, Pursuant to 11 
U.S.C. § 502(b)(9), Bankruptcy Rules 2002 and 3003(c)(3), and Local Rules 2002-
1(e), 3001-1, and 3003-1, for Authority to (I) Establish Deadlines for Filing Proofs of 
Claim, (II) Establish the Form and Manner of Notice Thereof, (III) Approve 
Procedures for Providing Notice of Bar Date and Other Important Information to 
Abuse Victims, and (IV) Approve Confidentiality Procedures for Abuse Victims 
[Dkt. No. 18] and (B) Supplement to Bar Date Motion [Dkt. No. 557] 
 
Declaration of Jon R. Conte, Ph.D. in Support of the Objection of the Tort 
Claimants’ Committee to (A) Debtors’ Motion, Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 
502(b)(9), Bankruptcy Rules 2002 and 3003(c)(3), and Local Rules 2002-1(e), 
3001-1, and 3003-1, for Authority to (I) Establish Deadlines for Filing Proofs 
of Claim, (II) Establish the Form and Manner of Notice Thereof, (III) 
Approve Procedures for Providing Notice of Bar Date and Other Important 
Information to Abuse Victims, and (IV) Approve Confidentiality Procedures 
for Abuse Victims [Dkt. No. 18] and (B) Supplement to Bar Date Motion 
[Dkt. No. 557] 

 
 
 
/s/ James E. O’Neill     
James E. O’Neill (Bar No. 4042) 

                                                      
1  The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, together with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 
number, are as follows: Boy Scouts of America (6300) and Delaware BSA, LLC (4311).  The Debtors’ mailing 
address is 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, Irving, Texas 75038. 
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Boy Scouts of America and 
Delaware BSA, LLC 
2002 Service List EXPEDITED 
Case No. 20-10343 (LSS) 
Document No. 227583.2 
002 - Express Mail 
003 - Overnight Delivery 
150 - Emails 
 
 
(Counsel to Tort Claimants Committee) 
James I. Stang, Esq. 
Robert B. Orgel, Esq. 
James O’Neill, Esq. 
John W. Lucas, Esq. 
John A. Morris, Esq. 
Linda Cantor, Esq. 
Kenneth Brown, Esq. 
Ilan Scharf, Esq. 
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP 
919 North Market Street, 17th Floor 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  jstang@pszjlaw.com; 
jo’neill@pszjlaw.com; rorgel@pszjlaw.com; 
jlucas@pszjlaw.com; jmorris@pszjlaw.com; 
lcantor@pszjlaw.com; 
kbrown@pszjlaw.com; ischarf@pszlaw.com 
 
EXPRESS MAIL 
The County Commission of Fayette County 
Attn:  President 
P.O. Box 307 
Fayetteville, WV  25840 
 
EXPRESS MAIL 
Internal Revenue Service 
Centralized Insolvency Operation 
P.O. Box 7346 
Philadelphia, PA  19101-7346 
 
OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 
United States Dept. of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Room 2242 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 

OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 
John A. Vos 
1430 Lincoln Avenue 
San Rafael, CA  94901 
 
OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA 
Phil Martin 
10 S Dearborn Street 
Mail Code Il1-1415 
Chicago, IL  60603 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Certain Claimants) 
Tad Thomas, Esq.  
Louis C. Schneider, Esq. 
Thomas Law Office, PLLC 
9418 Norton Commons Blvd, Suite 200 
Louisville, KY  40059 
Email:  tad@thomaslawoffices.com; 
lou.schneider@thomaslawoffices.com 
 
EMAIL 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp 
Patricia Kelly, CFO 
Cassandra Burton 
Craig Fessenden 
1200 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Email:  kelly.patricia@pbgc.gov; 
burton.cassandra@pbgc.gov; 
fessenden.craig@pbgc.gov 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to the Debtors) 
Derek C. Abbott, Esq. 
Joseph Charles Barsalona II, Esq. 
Andrew R. Remming, Esq. 
Eric Moats, Esq. 
Paige Noelle Topper, Esq. 
Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell 
1201 N. Market Street 
Wilmington, DE  19899 
Email:  dabbott@mnat.com; 
jbarsalona@mnat.com; 
aremming@mnat.com; 
emoats@mnat.com; 
ptopper@mnat.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Proposed Counsel to the Debtors) 
James F. Conlan, Esq. 
Thomas A. Labuda, Esq. 
Michael C. Andolina, Esq. 
Matthew E. Linder, Esq. 
Karim Basaria, Esq. 
Blair M. Warner, Esq. 
Sidley Austin 
One South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, IL  60603 
Email:  jconlan@sidley.com; 
tlabuda@sidley.com; 
mandolina@sidley.com; 
mlinder@sidley.com; 
kbasaria@sidley.com; 
blair.warner@sidley.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Proposed Counsel to the Debtors) 
Jessica C. Boelter, Esq. 
Sidley Austin 
787 Seventh Avenue 
New York, NY  10019 
Email:  jboelter@sidley.com; 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to Sequoia Council of Boy Scouts, 
Inc.) 
Jan T. Perkins, Esq. 
Baker Manock & Jensen, PC 
5260 N Palm Ave, Suite 421 
Fresno, CA  93704 
Email:  jperkins@bakermanock.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to National Surety Corporation) 
Todd C. Jacobs, Esq. 
Bradley Riley Jacobs PC 
320 W Ohio Street, Suite 3W 
Chicago, IL  60654 
Email:  tjacobs@bradleyriley.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Chickasaw Council, Boy Scouts 
of America) 
Daniel W. Van Horn, Esq. 
Butler Snow LLP 
P.O. Box 171443 
Memphis, TN  38187-1443 
Email:  danny.vanhorn@butlersnow.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Chickasaw Council, Boy Scouts 
of America) 
Jason P. Hood, Esq. 
Davies Hood PLLC 
22 N. Front Street, Suite 620 
Memphis, TN  38103-2100 
Email:  jason.hood@davieshood.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Girl Scouts of the United States 
of America) 
Eric Lopez Schnabel, Esq. 
Alessandra Glorioso, Esq. 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
300 Delaware Ave, Suite 1010 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  schnabel.eric@dorsey.com; 
glorioso.alessandra@dorsey.com 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to Girl Scouts of the United States 
of America) 
Bruce R Ewing, Esq. 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
51 W 52nd Street 
New York, NY  10019 
Email:  ewing.bruce@dorsey.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Old Republic Insurance 
Company) 
Margaret M. Anderson, Esq. 
Fox Swibel Levin & Carroll LLP 
200 W Madison Street, Suite 3000 
Chicago, IL  60606 
Email:  panderson@foxswibel.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Certain Claimants, 
Joseph Kaminski and Other Claimants, 
Claimant J.M.) 
Raeann Warner, Esq. 
Thomas Crumplar, Esq. 
Jacobs & Crumplar, P.A. 
750 Shipyard Drive, Suite 200 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  raeann@jcdelaw.com;  
tom@jcdelaw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Certain Claimants, 
Joseph Kaminski and Other Claimants, 
Claimant J.M.) 
Thomas S. Neuberger, Esq. 
Stephen J. Neuberger, Esq. 
The Neuberger Firm 
17 Harlech Drive 
Wilmington, DE  19807 
Email:  tsn@neubergerlaw.com 
sjn@neubergerlaw.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA) 
Louis R. Strubeck, Jr., Esq. 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
1301 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY  10019-6022 
Email:  
louis.strubeck@nortonrosefulbright.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints) 
Jeffrey E Bjork, Esq. 
Kimberly A Posin, Esq. 
Nicholas J Messana, Esq. 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
355 S Grand Ave, Suite 100 
Los Angeles, CA  90071-1560 
Email:  jeff.bjork@lw.com; 
kim.posin@lw.com; 
nicholas.messana@lw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints) 
Adam J Goldberg, Esq. 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
885 3rd Ave 
New York, NY  10022-4834 
Email:  adam.goldberg@lw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Houston Liens, Montgomery 
County, Harris County, Orange County, 
Cleveland ISD, Fort Bend County) 
John P. Dillman, Esq. 
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP 
P.O. Box 3064 
Houston, TX  77253-3064 
Email:  
houston_bankruptcy@publicans.com 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to Dallas County) 
Elizabeth Weller, Esq. 
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP 
2777 N. Stemmons Freeway, Suite 1000 
Dallas, TX  75207 
Email:  dallas.bankruptcy@publicans.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Sun Life Assurance Company of 
Canada) 
Paul W Carey, Esq. 
Mirick, O'Connell, DeMallie & Lougee, 
LLP 
100 Front Street 
Worcester, MA 01608 
Email:  pcarey@mirickoconnell.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Sun Life Assurance Company of 
Canada) 
Kate P Foley, Esq. 
Mirick, O'Connell, DeMallie & Lougee, 
LLP 
1800 W Park Drive, Suite 400 
Westborough, MA  01581 
Email:  kfoley@mirickoconnell.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Old Republic Insurance 
Company) 
Brett D. Fallon, Esq. 
Brya M. Keilson, Esq. 
Morris James LLP 
500 Delaware Ave, Suite 1500 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  bfallon@morrisjames.com; 
bkeilson@morrisjames.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA) 
Louis Strubeck, Esq. 
Kristian Gluck, Esq. 
Ryan Manns, Esq. 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
2200 Ross Ave, Suite 3600 
Dallas, TX  75201-7932 
Email:  
louis.strubeck@nortonrosefulbright.com; 
kristian.gluck@nortonrosefulbright.com; 
ryan.manns@nortonrosefulbright.com 
 
EMAIL 
Office of the U.S. Trustee 
David L. Buchbinder, Esq. 
Hannah Mufson McCollum, Esq. 
844 King Street, Suite 2207 
Lockbox 35 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  david.l.buchbinder@usdoj.gov; 
hannah.mccollum@usdoj.gov 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to National Surety Corporation and 
Allianz Global Risks US Insurance 
Company) 
David M. Fournier, Esq. 
Marcy J. McLaughlin Smith, Esq. 
Pepper Hamilton LLP 
1313 Market Street, Suite 5100 
P.O. Box 1709 
Wilmington, DE  19899-1709 
Email:  fournierd@pepperlaw.com; 
mclaughm@pepperlaw.com 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints) 
Michael Merchant, Esq. 
Brett Haywood, Esq. 
Richards, Layton & Finger, PA 
One Rodney Square 
920 N King Street 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  merchant@rlf.com; 
haywood@rlf.com 
 
EMAIL 
Sequoia Counsel of Boy Scouts, Inc. 
Michael Marchese 
6005 N Tamera Ave 
Fresno, CA 93711 
Email:  michael.marchese@scouting.org 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Twin City Fire Insurance 
Company, First State Insurance Company, 
Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company) 
Eric S. Goldstein, Esq. 
Shipman & Goodwin LLP 
One Constitution Plaza 
Hartford, CT  06103-1919 
Email:  egoldstein@goodwin.com; 
bankruptcy@goodwin.com; 
bankruptcyparalegal@goodwin.com 
 
EMAIL 
Synchrony Bank 
c/o PRA Receivables Management, LLC 
Valerie Smith 
PO Box 41021 
Norfolk, VA 23541 
Email:  claims@recoverycorp.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to The County Commission Of 
Fayette County) 
John Stump, Esq. 
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
Chase Tower - Eighth Floor 
707 Virginia Street E. 
Charleston, WV  25301 
Email:  john.stump@steptoe-johnson.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to National Surety Corporation and 
Allianz Global Risks US Insurance 
Company) 
Harris B. Winsberg, Esq. 
Matthew G. Roberts, Esq. 
Troutman Sanders LLP 
600 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 3000 
Atlanta, GA  30308 
Email:  harris.winsberg@troutman.com; 
matthew.roberts2@troutman.com 
 
EMAIL 
US Attorney for Delaware 
David C. Weiss, Esq. 
Hercules Building 
1313 N. Market Street, Suite 400 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  usade.ecfbankruptcy@usdoj.gov 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Ad Hoc Committee of Local 
Councils of the Boy Scouts of America) 
Richard Mason, Esq. 
Douglas Mayer, Esq. 
Joseph C. Celentino, Esq. 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 
51 W 52nd Street 
New York, NY  10019 
Email:  rgmason@wlrk.com; 
dkmayer@wlrk.com; 
jccelentino@wlrk.com 
 

Case 20-10343-LSS    Doc 601-7    Filed 05/11/20    Page 6 of 13



6 
DOCS_DE:227583.2 85353/001 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to Sequoia Council of Boy Scouts, 
Inc.) 
Riley C. Walter, Esq. 
Wanger Jones Helsley, PC. 
265 E River Park Circle, Suite 310 
Fresno, CA  93720 
Email:  rwalter@wjhattorneys.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA) 
Matthew Ward, Esq. 
Morgan Patterson, Esq. 
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP 
1313 N Market Street, Suite 1200 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  matthew.ward@wbd-us.com; 
morgan.patterson@wbd-us.com 
 
EMAIL 
James L. Patton, Jr., Esq. 
Robert Brady, Esq. 
Edwin Harron, Esq. 
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor 
Rodney Square 
1000 N King Street 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  jpatton@ycst.com; 
rbrady@ycst.com; 
eharron@ycst.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Boy Scouts of America San 
Diego – Imperial Council; Three Harbors 
Council Inc. Boy Scouts of America) 
Richard J. Bernard, Esq. 
Foley & Lardner LLP 
90 Park Avenue 
New York, NY  10016 
Email:  rbernard@foley.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to Boy Scouts of America San 
Diego – Imperial Council; Three Harbors 
Council Inc. Boy Scouts of America) 
Victor Vilaplana, Esq. 
Foley & Lardner LLP 
3579 Valley Centre Drive, Suite 300 
San Diego, CA  92130 
Email:  vavilaplana@foley.com 
 
EMAIL 
Steven A. Ginther, Esq. 
Missouri Department of Revenue 
Bankruptcy Unit 
General Counsel’s Office 
301 W. High Street, Room 670 
PO Box 475 
Jefferson, City, MO  65105-0475 
Email:  deecf@dor.mo.gov 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Chief Seattle Council, Boy 
Scouts of America) 
Bruce W. Leaverton, Esq. 
Karr Tuttle Campbell, P.S. 
701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3300 
Seattle, WA  98104 
Email:  bleaverton@karrtuttle.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Weaver Fundraising, LLC 
d/b/a Tail’s End Popcorn Company) 
Patrick A. Jackson, Esq. 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
222 Delaware Avenue, Suite 1410 
Wilmington, DE  19801-1621 
Email:  patrick.jackson@faegredrinker.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Weaver Fundraising, LLC 
d/b/a Tail’s End Popcorn Company) 
Jay Jaffe, Esq. 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
600 E. 96th Street, Suite 600 
Indianapolis, IN  46240 
Email:  jay.jaffe@faegredrinker.com 
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EMAIL 
Deb Secrest 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and Industry 
Collections Support Unit 
651 Boas Street, Room 925 
Harrisburg, PA  17121 
Email:  ra-li-ucts-bankrupt@state.pa.us 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Pearson Education, Inc.; NCS 
Pearson, Inc.) 
Jeffrey R. Waxman, Esq. 
Eric J. Monzo, Esq. 
Morris James LLP 
500 Delaware Ave, Suite 1500 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  jwaxman@morrisjames.com; 
emonzo@morrisjames.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Pearson Education, Inc.;  
NCS Pearson, Inc.) 
Angela Z. Miller, Esq. 
Phillips Lytle LLP 
One Canalside 
125 Main Street 
Buffalo, NY  14203 
Email:  amiller@phillipslytle.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Waste Management) 
Brian J. McLaughlin, Esq. 
Rachel B. Mersky, Esq. 
Monzack Mersky McLaughlin and Browder, 
P.A. 
1201 N. Orange Street, Suite 400 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  bmclaughlinm@monlaw.com; 
rmersky@monlaw.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to Twin City Fire Insurance 
Company, First State Insurance Company, 
Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company) 
Joshua D. Weinberg, Esq. 
Abigail W. Williams, Esq. 
Shipman & Goodwin LLP 
1875 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20006-1251 
Email:  jweinberg@goodwin.com; 
awilliams@goodwin.com; 
bankruptcy@goodwin.com; 
bankruptcyparalegal@goodwin.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to The County of Anderson Texas; 
The County of Denton, Texas; Harrison 
Central Appraisal District; The County of 
Harrison, Texas; The County of Henderson, 
Texas; Midland Central Appraisal District; 
The County of Milam, Texas; Terry County 
Appraisal District; The County of 
Williamson, Texas) 
Tara LeDay, Esq. 
McCreary, Veselka, Bragg & Allen, P.C. 
PO Box 1269 
Round Rock, TX  78680 
Email:  tleday@mvbalaw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to National Union Fire Insurance 
Company of Pittsburgh, PA; Lexington 
Insurance Company; Landmark Insurance 
Company; The Insurance Company of the 
State of Pennsylvania) 
Deirdre M. Richards, Esq. 
Fineman Krekstein & Harris P.C. 
1300 N. King Street 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  drichards@finemanlawfirm.com 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to National Union Fire Insurance 
Company of Pittsburgh, PA; Lexington 
Insurance Company; Landmark Insurance 
Company; The Insurance Company of the 
State of Pennsylvania) 
Susan N.K. Gummow, Esq. 
Igor Shleypak, Esq. 
Foran Glennon Palandech Ponzi & Rudloff, 
P.C. 
222 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1400 
Chicago, IL  60614 
Email:  sgummow@fgppr.com; 
ishleypak@fgppr.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Columbia Casualty Company; 
The Continental Insurance Company as 
successor in interest to certain policies 
issued by Harbor Insurance Company; The 
Continental Insurance Company successor 
by merger to Niagara Fire Insurance; The 
Continental Insurance Company) 
Craig Goldblatt, Esq. 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
1875 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20006 
Email:  craig.goldblatt@wilmerhale.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to East Carolina Council BSA, 
Inc.) 
Paul A. Fanning, Esq. 
Ward and Smith, P.A. 
PO Box 8088 
Greenville, NC  27835-8088 
Email:  paf@wardandsmith.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Jack Doe, creditor and 
defendant) 
Bradley L. Rice, Esq. 
Nagel and Rice LLP 
103 Eisenhower Parkway 
Roseland, NJ  07068 
Email:  brice@nagelrice.com 

 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Jane Doe) 
Mark L. Desgrosseilliers, Esq. 
Chipman, Brown, Cicero & Cole, LLP 
Hercules Plaza 
1313 North Market Street, Suite 5400 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  desgross@chipmanbrown.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Jane Doe) 
Cindy L. Robinson, Esq. 
Doug Mahoney, Esq. 
Tremont Sheldon Robinson Mahoney P.C. 
64 Lyon Terrace 
Bridgeport, CT  06604 
Email:  crobinson@tremontsheldon.com; 
dmahoney@tremontsheldon.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Proposed Counsel to the Official 
Committee of Unsecured Creditors) 
Thomas Moers Mayer, Esq. 
Rachael Ringer, Esq. 
David E. Blabey, Jr., Esq. 
Jennifer R. Sharret, Esq. 
Megan M. Wasson, Esq. 
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 
1177 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY  10036 
Email:  tmayer@kramerlevin.com; 
rringer@kramerlevin.com; 
dblabey@kramerlevin.com; 
jsharret@kramerlevin.com; 
mwasson@kramerlevin.com 
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EMAIL 
(Proposed Counsel to the Official 
Committee of Unsecured Creditors) 
Kurt F. Gwynne, Esq. 
Katelin A Morales, Esq. 
Reed Smith LLP 
1201 N. Market Street, Suite 1500 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  kgwynne@reedsmith.com; 
kmorales@reedsmith.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to R.L. and C.L., his wife 
(Plaintiffs in State Court action pending in 
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Essex 
County, Docket No. ESX-L-63-20)) 
Joseph H. Lemkin, Esq. 
Stark & Stark, P.C. 
PO Box 5315 
Princeton, NJ  08543 
Email:  jlemkin@stark-stark.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Claimant, J.M.) 
Gerald D. Jowers, Jr., Esq. 
Janet, Janet & Scuggs, LLC 
500 Taylor Street, Suite 301 
Columbia, SC  29201 
Email:  gjowers@jjsjustice.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to The Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Brooklyn, New York) 
Patrick A. Jackson, Esq. 
Kaitlin W. MacKenzie, Esq. 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
222 Delaware Ave., Suite 1410  
Wilmington, DE  19801-1621 
Email:  
Patrick.jackson@faegredrinker.com; 
Kaitlin.mackenzie@faegredrinker.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to The Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Brooklyn, New York) 
Michael P. Pompeo, Esq. 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
1177 Avenue of the Americas, 41st Floor 
New York, NY  10036-2714 
Email:  
Michael.pompeo@faegredrinker.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Jane Doe) 
Mark L. Desgrosseilliers, Esq. 
Chipman, Brown, Cicero & Cole, LLP 
Hercules Plaza 
1313 North Market Street, Suite 5400 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  desgross@chipmanbrown.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Jane Doe) 
Cindy L. Robinson, Esq. 
Doug Mahoney, Esq. 
Tremont Sheldon Robinson Mahoney P.C. 
64 Lyon Terrace 
Bridgeport, CT  06604 
Email:  crobinson@tremontsheldon.com; 
dmahoney@tremontsheldon.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Various Tort Claimants) 
David M. Klauder, Esq. 
Bielli & Klauder, LLC 
1204 N. King Street 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email: dklauder@bk-legal.com 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to Various Tort Claimants) 
Michael T. Pfau, Esq. 
Jason P. Amala, Esq. 
Vincent T. Nappo, Esq. 
Pfau Cochran Vertetis Amala PLLC 
403 Columbia Street, Suite 500 
Seattle, WA  98104 
Email:  michael@pcvalaw.com; 
jason@pcvalaw.com; 
vnappo@pcvalaw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to IRC Burnsville Crossing, L.L.C. 
Karen C. Bifferato, Esq. 
Kelly M. Conlan, Esq. 
Connolly Gallagher LLP 
1201 N. Market Street, 20th Floor 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  kbifferato@connollygallagher.com; 
kconlan@connollygallagher.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Del-Mar-Va Council, Inc., Boy 
Scouts of America) 
Bill Bowden, Esq. 
Ashby & Geddes, P.A. 
500 Delaware Avenue, 8th Floor 
P.O. Box 1150 
Wilmington, DE  19899-1150 
Email:  wbowden@ashbygeddes.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to AmTrust North America, Inc. 
on behalf of Wesco Insurance Company) 
Alan C. Hochheiser, Esq. 
Maurice Wutscher, LLP 
23611 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 207 
Beachwood, OH  44122 
Email:  ahochheiser@mauricewutscher.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to Jorge Vega and all other current or future 
personal injury claimants represented by the law firm 
of Andrews & Thornton) 
Anthony M. Saccullo, Esq. 
Mary E. Augustine, Esq. 
A.M. Saccullo Legal, LLC 
27 Crimson King Drive 
Bear, DE  19701 
Email:  ams@saccullolegal.com; 
meg@saccullolegal.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Jorge Vega and all other current or future 
personal injury claimants represented by the law firm 
of Andrews & Thornton) 
Anne Andrews, Esq. 
John C. Thornton, Esq. 
Andrews & Thornton 
4701 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 300 
Newport Beach, CA  92660 
Email:  aa@andrewsthornton.com; 
jct@andrewsthornton.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Allianz Global Risks US 
Insurance Company) 
Matthew S. Sorem, Esq. 
Nicolaides Fink Thorpe Michaelides 
Sullivan LLP 
10 S. Wacker Drive, 21st Floor 
Chicago, IL  60606 
Email:  msorem@nicolaidesllp.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Allianz Global Risks US 
Insurance Company) 
Ryan S. Smethurst, Esq. 
Margaret H. Warner, Esq. 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP 
The McDermott Building 
500 North Capitol Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20001-1531 
Email:  rsmethurst@mwe.com 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to Oracle America, Inc.) 
Shawn M. Christianson, Esq. 
Buchalter, A Professional Corporation 
55 Second Street, 17th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94105-3493 
Email:  schristianson@buchalter.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Robert Hernandez Hunter) 
David A. Lebowitz, Esq. 
Kaufman Lieb Lebowitz & Frick LLP  
10 East 40th Street, Suite 3307  
New York, NY  10016  
Email: dlebowitz@kllf-law.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Century Indemnity Company, as 
successor to CCI Insurance Company, as 
successor to Insurance Company of North 
America and Indemnity, et al.) 
Stamatios Stamoulis, Esq. 
Richard C. Weinblatt, Esq. 
Stamoulis & Weinblatt LLC 
800 N. West Street, Suite 800 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  stamoulis@swdelaw.com 
weinblatt@swdelaw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Century Indemnity Company, as 
successor to CCI Insurance Company, as 
successor to Insurance Company of North 
America and Indemnity, et al) 
Tancred Schiavnoi, Esq. 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP 
Times Square Tower 
7 Times Square 
New York, NY  10036-6537 
Email:  tschiavoni@omm.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to Arrowood Indemnity Company) 
Michael J. Joyce, Esq. 
The Law Offices of Joyce, LLC 
1225 King St., Suite 800 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  mjoyce@mjlawoffices.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Arrowood Indemnity Company) 
Britton C. Lewis, Esq. 
Carruthers & Roth, P.A. 
235 N. Edgeworth St. 
Greensboro, NC  27401 
Email:  bcl@crlaw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Arrowood Indemnity Company) 
Kevin Coughlin, Esq. 
Lorraine Armenti, Esq. 
Michael Hrinewski, Esq. 
Coughlin Duffy, LLP 
350 Mount Kemble Ave. 
Morristown, NJ  07960 
Email:  kcoughlin@coughlinduffy.com; 
larmenti@coughlinduffy.com; 
mhrinewski@coughlinduffy.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Baltimore Area Council Boy 
Scouts of America, Inc.) 
Todd M. Brooks, Esq. 
Whiteford Taylor & Preston LLP 
Seven Saint Paul Street, 15th Floor 
Baltimore, MD  21202-1626 
Email:  tbrooks@wtplaw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Baltimore Area Council Boy 
Scouts of America, Inc.) 
Richard W. Riley, Esq. 
Whiteford Taylor & Preston LLP 
The Renaissance Centre 
405 North King Street, Suite 500 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  rriley@wtplaw.com 
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EMAIL 
(Counsel to Texas Workforce Commission) 
Texas Attorney General’s Office 
Bankruptcy & Collections Division  
Christopher S. Murphy, Assistant AG 
c/o Sherri K. Simpson, Paralegal  
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, TX  78711-2548 
Email:  christopher.murphy@oag.texas.gov; 
sherri.simpson@oag.texas.gov  
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Company) 
R. Karl Hill, Esq. 
Seitz, Van Ogtrop & Green, P.A. 
222 Delaware Avenue, Suite 1500 
Wilmington, DE  19801 
Email:  khill@svglaw.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Company) 
Douglas R Gooding, Esq. 
Jonathan D. Marshall, Esq. 
Michael J. Foley, Jr., Esq. 
Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP  
Two International Place 
Boston, MA 02110 
Email:  dgooding@choate.com; 
jmarshall@choate.com; 
mjfoley@choate.com 
 

EMAIL 
(Counsel to Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Company) 
Kim V. Marrkand, Esq. 
Nancy D. Adams, Esq. 
Laura Bange Stephens, Esq. 
Mintz, Levin, Corn, Ferris, Glovsky and 
Popeo, P.C. 
One Financial Center 
Boston, MA 02111 
Email:  kmarrkand@mintz.com; 
ndadams@mintz.com; 
lbstephens@mintz.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Ventura County Council of Boy 
Scouts of America) 
William E. Winfield, Esq. 
Nelson Comis Kettle & Kinney LLP 
300 E. Esplanade Drive, Suite 1170 
Oxnard, CA  93036 
Email:  wwinfield@calattys.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Courtney and Stephen Knight, Jointly as the Surviving 
Parents of E.J.K., a Minor Child, and Stephen Knight as the 
Personal Representative of the Estate of E.J.K.) 
Richard A. Barkasy, Esq. 
Kristi J. Doughty, Esq. 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP 
824 N. Market Street, Suite 800 
Wilmington, DE  19801-4939 
Email:  rbarkasy@schnader.com; 
kdoughty@schnader.com 
 
EMAIL 
(Counsel to Chickasaw Council, Boy Scouts 
of America, Inc.) 
Henry C. Shelton, III, Esq. 
Adams and Reese LLP 
6075 Poplar Avenue, Suite 700 
Memphis, TN  38119 
Email:  henry.shelton@arlaw.com 
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