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Information to identify the case:
Debtor:  Bruin E&P Partners, LLC, et al.                                                    EIN:  47-5156686
United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas
Case Number:  20-33605 (MI)  
Date case filed for Chapter 11:  July 17, 2020
Official Form 309F (For Corporations or Partnerships)
Notice of Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Case                                                               12/17

For the debtor listed above, a case has been filed under chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code.  An order for 
relief has been entered.

This notice has important information about the case for creditors, debtors, and trustees, including 
information about the meeting of creditors and deadlines.  Read both pages carefully.

The filing of the case imposed an automatic stay against most collection activities. This means that creditors 
generally may not take action to collect debts from the debtor or the debtor’s property. For example, while the 
stay is in effect, creditors cannot sue, assert a deficiency, repossess property, or otherwise try to collect from the 
debtor. Creditors cannot demand repayment from the debtor by mail, phone, or otherwise. Creditors who violate 
the stay can be required to pay actual and punitive damages and attorney’s fees.

Confirmation of a chapter 11 plan may result in a discharge of debt. A creditor who wants to have a particular 
debt excepted from discharge may be required to file a complaint in the bankruptcy clerk’s office within the 
deadline specified in this notice. (See line 11 below for more information.)

To protect your rights, consult an attorney. All documents filed in the case may be inspected at the bankruptcy 
clerk’s office at the address listed below or through PACER (Public Access to Court Electronic Records at www.
pacer.gov).
The staff of the bankruptcy clerk’s office cannot give legal advice.
Do not file this notice with any proof of claim or other filing in the case.

1. Debtors’ full name:  See chart below.
 List of Jointly Administered Cases

DEBTOR, CASE NO., EIN #: Bruin E&P Partners, LLC, 20-33605, 47-5156686; Bruin E&P Non-Op Holdings, LLC, 
20-33606, 47-5156686; Bruin E&P Operating, LLC, 20-33607, 61-1771242; Bruin Midstream, LLC, 20-33609, 
84-4567864; Bruin Williston Holdings, LLC, 20-33608, 47-5156686; Bruin Williston I, LLC, 20-33610, N/A; 
Bruin Williston II, LLC, 20-33611, N/A

2. All other names used in the last 8 years: Current Entity Name, Former Names:  Bruin E&P Partners, 
LLC, Bruin Resources, LLC; Bruin E&P Operating, LLC, Bruin Resources Operating, LLC; Bruin Williston I, LLC, 
Halcón Williston I, LLC; Bruin Williston II, LLC, Halcón Williston II, LLC

3. Address:  602 Sawyer Street, Suite 710 Houston, Texas 77007
4. Debtors’ attorneys: Matthew D. Cavenaugh (TX Bar No. 24062656), Veronica A. Polnick (TX Bar No. 

24079148), JACKSON WALKER L.L.P., 1401 McKinney Street, Suite 1900, Houston, Texas 77010, Telephone: 
(713) 752-4200, Facsimile: (713) 752-4221, Email: mcavenaugh@jw.com, vpolnick@jw.com -and- Edward 
O. Sassower, P.C. (pro hac vice admission pending), Steven N. Serajeddini, P.C. (pro hac vice admission 
pending), KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP, KIRKLAND & ELLIS INTERNATIONAL LLP, 601 Lexington Avenue, New 
York, New York 10022, Telephone: (212) 446-4800, Facsimile: (212) 446-4900, Email: edward.sassower@
kirkland.com, steven.serajeddini@kirkland.com -and- W. Benjamin Winger (pro hac vice admission pending), 
KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP, KIRKLAND & ELLIS INTERNATIONAL LLP, 300 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois 
60654, Telephone: (312) 862-2000, Facsimile: (312) 862-2200, Email: benjamin.winger@kirkland.com -and- 
AnnElyse Scarlett Gains (pro hac vice admission pending), 1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20004, Telephone: (202) 389-5000, Facsimile: (202) 389-5200, Email: annelyse.gains@kirkland.com

Debtors’ notice and claims agent (for court documents and case information inquiries): If by First-Class 
Mail: Bruin E&P Partners, LLC, et al., Claims Processing Center, c/o Omni Agent Solutions, 5955 De Soto Ave, 
Suite 100, Woodland Hills, CA 91367; If by Hand Delivery or Overnight Mail: Bruin E&P Partners, LLC, et al., 
Claims Processing Center, c/o Omni Agent Solutions, 5955 De Soto Ave, Suite 100, Woodland Hills, CA 91367, 
Telephone: (866) 680-8161, Email: BruinInquiries@OmniAgnt.com, Case website: www.omniagentsolutions.
com/bruin. This form, as well as copies of all other documents in this case, are available free of charge on the 
website of the Debtors’ notice and claims agent at: www.omniagentsolutions.com/bruin

5. Bankruptcy Clerk’s Office: United States Courthouse, 515 Rusk Avenue, Houston, Texas 77002. 
Hours Open:  Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. Contact phone: 713-250-5500.  Documents in this case 
may be filed at this address.  You may inspect all records filed in this case at this office or online at www.pacer.
gov. All documents in this case are available free of charge on the website of the Debtors’ notice and claims 
agent at  http://www.omniagentsolutions.com/bruin

6. Meeting of Creditors: Not yet set. The meeting may be continued or adjourned to a later date.  If so, the 
date will be on the court docket. Location: Bob Casey United States Courthouse, Office of the United States 
Trustee, 515 Rusk, Suite 3401, Houston, Texas, 77002. The debtor’s representative must attend the meeting to 
be questioned under oath.  Creditors may attend, but are not required to do so.

7. Proof of claim deadline: Deadline for filing proof of claim: Not yet set. If a deadline is set, notice will 
be sent at a later time.

A proof of claim is a signed statement describing a creditor’s claim. A proof of claim form may be obtained 
at www.uscourts.gov or any bankruptcy clerk’s office. Your claim will be allowed in the amount scheduled 

as disputed, contingent, or unliquidated, you must file a proof of claim or you might not be paid on your claim 
and you might be unable to vote on a plan. You may file a proof of claim even if your claim is scheduled. You 
may review the schedules at the bankruptcy clerk’s office or online at www.pacer.gov. Secured creditors 
retain rights in their collateral regardless of whether they file a proof of claim. Filing a proof of claim submits 
a creditor to the jurisdiction of the bankruptcy court, with consequences a lawyer can explain. For example, a 
secured creditor who files a proof of claim may surrender important nonmonetary rights, including the right 
to a jury trial.

8. Exception to discharge deadline: The bankruptcy clerk’s office must receive a complaint and any 
required filing fee by the following deadline. You must start a judicial proceeding by filing a complaint if 
you want to have a debt excepted from discharge under 11 U.S.C. § 1141(d)(6)(A). Deadline for filing the 
complaint: To be Determined.

9. Creditors with a foreign address: If you are a creditor receiving notice mailed to a foreign address, 
you may file a motion asking the court to extend the deadlines in this notice. Consult an attorney familiar with 
United States bankruptcy law if you have any questions about your rights in this case.

10. Filing a Chapter 11 bankruptcy case: Chapter 11 allows debtors to reorganize or liquidate according 
to a plan. A plan is not effective unless the court confirms it. You may receive a copy of the plan and a disclosure 
statement telling you about the plan, and you may have the opportunity to vote on the plan. You will receive 
notice of the date of the confirmation hearing, and you may object to confirmation of the plan and attend the 
confirmation hearing. Unless a trustee is serving, the debtor will remain in possession of the property and may 
continue to operate its business.

11. Discharge of debts: Confirmation of a chapter 11 plan may result in a discharge of debts, which may 
include all or part of your debt. See 11 U.S.C. § 1141(d). A discharge means that creditors may never try to 
collect the debt from the debtor except as provided in the plan. If you want to have a particular debt owed to 
you excepted from the discharge under 11 U.S.C. § 1141(d)(6)(A), you must start a judicial proceeding by filing 
a complaint and paying the filing fee in the bankruptcy clerk’s office by the deadline.

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, HOUSTON DIVISION

In re:
BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC, et al.,1

                                       Debtors.

)
)
)

Chapter 11
Case No. 20-33605 (MI)
(Jointly Administered)

NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF PREPACKAGED CHAPTER 11 BANKRUPTCY CASES AND 
HEARING ON THE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF THE  

JOINT PREPACKAGED CHAPTER 11 PLAN
TO:  ALL HOLDERS OF CLAIMS, HOLDERS OF INTERESTS, AND PARTIES IN INTEREST IN THE ABOVE-
CAPTIONED CHAPTER 11 CASES

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT on July 17, 2020 (the “Petition Date”), the above-captioned debtors and 
debtors in possession (collectively, the “Debtors”) filed with the United States Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of Texas (the “Court”) the Debtors’ Joint Prepackaged Chapter 11 Plan of Reorganization of 
Bruin E&P Partners, LLC and Its Debtor Subsidiaries [Docket No. 19] (as amended, supplemented, or otherwise 
modified from time to time, the “Plan”) and proposed disclosure statement [Docket No. 21] (as amended, 
supplemented, or otherwise modified from time to time, the “Disclosure Statement”) pursuant to sections 
1125 and 1126(b) of title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. §§ 101–1532 (the “Bankruptcy Code”).  
Copies of the Plan and the Disclosure Statement may be obtained upon request of the Debtors’ proposed 
counsel at the address specified below and are on file with the Clerk of the Court, 515 Rusk Street, Houston, 
Texas 77002, where they are available for review between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., prevailing 
Central Time.  The Plan and the Disclosure Statement also are available for inspection for a fee on http://pacer.
gov (account required) or free of charge on the Debtors’ restructuring website at www.omniagentsolutions.
com/bruin.2

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT a hearing (the “Combined Hearing”) will be held before the 
Honorable Marvin Isgur, United States Bankruptcy Judge, in Room 404 of the United States Bankruptcy Court, 
515 Rusk Street Houston, Texas 77002, on August 26, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. prevailing Central Time, to consider 
the adequacy of the Disclosure Statement, any objections to the Disclosure Statement, confirmation of the 
Plan, any objections thereto, and any other matter that may properly come before the Court.  Please be advised 
that the Combined Hearing may be continued from time to time by the Court or the Debtors without further 
notice other than by such adjournment being announced in open court or by a notice of adjournment filed with 
the Court and served on other parties entitled to notice.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT objections (each, an “Objection”), if any, to the Plan or the Disclosure 
Statement must: (a) be in writing; (b) comply with the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure and the of the 
Bankruptcy Local Rules for the Southern District of Texas; (c) state the name and address of the objecting party 
and the amount and nature of the Claim or Interest beneficially owned by such entity or individual; (d) state 
with particularity the legal and factual basis for such objections, and, if practicable, a proposed modification 
to the Plan that would resolve such objections; and (e) be filed with the Court (contemporaneously with a proof 
of service) and served so as to be actually received no later than August 20, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. prevailing 
Central Time, by those parties who have a filed a notice of appearance in the Debtors’ chapter 11 cases as well 
as each of the following parties:  (i) Counsel to the Debtors: Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Kirkland & Ellis International 
LLP, 300 North LaSalle, Chicago, Illinois 60654, Attn.: W. Benjamin Winger., (benjamin.winger@kirkland.com) 
-and- Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Kirkland & Ellis International LLP, 1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20004, Attn.:  AnnElyse Scarlett Gains., (annelyse.gains@kirkland.com);  (ii) Co-Counsel to the 
Debtors: Jackson Walker L.L.P., 1401 McKinney Street, Houston, Texas 77010, Attn:  Matthew D. Cavenaugh 
(mcavenaugh@jw.com), and Veronica A. Polnick (vpolnick@jw.com);  (iii) The United States Trustee: Office 
of the United States Trustee for the Southern District of Texas, 515 Rusk Street, Suite 3516, Houston, Texas 
77002, Attn.:  Hector Duran (hector.duran.jr@usdoj.gov); (iv) Counsel to Consenting Noteholders: O’Melveny 
& Myers LLP, 7 Times Square, New York, New York 10036, Attn: Joseph Zujkowski (jzujkowski@omm.com);  
(v) Counsel to Consenting RBL Lenders and Proposed DIP Lenders: Paul Hasting LLP, 200 Park Avenue, 
New York, New York 10166, Attn: Andrew V. Tenzer (andrewtenzer@paulhastings.com), Michael E. Comerford 
(michaelcomerford@paulhastings.com); and (vi) Counsel to the Consenting Sponsor: Latham & Watkins 
LLP, 330 North Wabash Avenue, Suite 2800, Chicago, Illinois 60611, Attn: Richard A. Levy (richard.levy@
lw.com).

UNLESS AN OBJECTION IS TIMELY SERVED AND FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS NOTICE IT MAY NOT 
BE CONSIDERED BY THE COURT.

CRITICAL INFORMATION REGARDING OBJECTING TO THE PLAN
ARTICLE VIII OF THE PLAN CONTAINS RELEASE, EXCULPATION, AND INJUNCTION PROVISIONS, 

AND ARTICLE VIII.E CONTAINS A THIRD-PARTY RELEASE.  THUS, YOU ARE ADVISED TO REVIEW AND 
CONSIDER THE PLAN CAREFULLY BECAUSE YOUR RIGHTS MIGHT BE AFFECTED THEREUNDER.

ALL HOLDERS OF CLAIMS THAT DO NOT (X) ELECT TO OPT OUT OF THE RELEASES CONTAINED IN 
ARTICLE VIII.E OF THE PLAN; OR (Y) TIMELY FILE WITH THE BANKRUPTCY COURT ON THE DOCKET OF THE 
CHAPTER 11 CASES AN OBJECTION TO THE RELEASES CONTAINED IN ARTICLE VIII.E OF THE PLAN THAT 
IS NOT RESOLVED BEFORE CONFIRMATION WILL BE DEEMED TO HAVE EXPRESSLY, UNCONDITIONALLY, 
GENERALLY, INDIVIDUALLY, AND COLLECTIVELY CONSENTED TO THE RELEASE AND DISCHARGE OF ALL 
CLAIMS AND CAUSES OF ACTION AGAINST THE DEBTORS AND THE RELEASED PARTIES.

YOU ARE ADVISED TO CAREFULLY REVIEW AND CONSIDER THE PLAN, INCLUDING THE DISCHARGE, 
RELEASE, EXCULPATION, AND INJUNCTION PROVISIONS IN ARTICLE VIII OF THE PLAN, AS YOUR RIGHTS 
MIGHT BE AFFECTED.

1 A complete list of each of the Debtors in these chapter 11 cases may be obtained on the website of the 
Debtors’ proposed claims and noticing agent at www.omniagentsolutions.com/bruin. The location of Debtor 
Bruin E&P Partners, LLC’s principal place of business and the Debtors’ service address in these chapter 11 
cases is 602 Sawyer Street, Suite 710, Houston, Texas 77007.
2 Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein have the meanings given to them in the Plan or 
the Disclosure Statement, as applicable.  The statements contained herein are summaries of the provisions 
contained in the Plan and Disclosure Statement and do not purport to be precise or complete statements of 
all the terms and provisions of the Plan or documents referred therein.  To the extent there is a discrepancy 
between the terms herein and the Plan or Disclosure Statement, the Plan or Disclosure Statement, as 
applicable, shall govern and control.  For a more detailed description of the Plan, please refer to the Disclosure 
Statement.

Bakken Briefs
Tioga mayor lauds 
delay

Tioga Mayor Drake McClelland 
has lauded Hess’ delay of the fi nal 
stages of its gas plant expansion 
until 2021 following an outbreak of 
COVID-19 among contractors there.

“They’re not just thinking mon-
ey,” said McClelland, himself a Hess 
employee. “They’re thinking of the 
people of the community.”

The now-delayed turnaround 
originally would have begun July 20 
and brought in 300 additional work-
ers from out of state.

The city did not request the delay 
and was not consulted ahead of time, 
McClelland said, debunking some 
local comments on Facebook alleg-
ing there was more to the situation.

“I am not aware of anything,” 
said McClelland, other than that the 
workers who would have come in 
for the project’s next phase are based 
in states with spikes of COVID-19 
cases.

--Tioga Tribune
Divide sheriff reduces 
staff

Following a recent suggestion 
that Divide County Sheriff Zach 
Schroeder research ways to provide 
law enforcement services with fewer 
personnel, he’s done exactly that.

The result, going forward, is the 
department will operate with fi ve 
sworn offi cers, not six.

Former Chief Deputy Jeremy 
Grohs, who left the department last 
month, will not be replaced, at least 
not in the next budget year.

Deputy Shawn Holm was pro-
moted to chief deputy, and the force 
will be reduced by one.

It’s a move Schroeder said he 
made reluctantly, but a move he 
made nonetheless.

“You hate to lose offi cers,” 
Schroeder said. “But the realities are 
what they are.”

Tax revenues have fallen sharply, 
especially from oil and gas produc-
tion, amid COVID-19 and a feud be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Russia.

--The Journal, Crosby
Stanley aid will pay for 
iPads

Stanley’s school board on July 15 
approved a proposal to use money 
from the federal pandemic bailout 
for technology purposes.

The school district is due to 
receive about $94,000 in federal 
CARES Act funds, but each district 
in North Dakota has to submit an ap-
plication to the state Department of 
Public Instruction describing its plan 
for their use.

Sheila Morgan, Stanley’s tech-
nology coordinator, presented the 
school board with a quote to pur-
chase 56 iPads, which would add 
enough to the district’s supply to 
provide a device for each student 
from kindergarten to sixth grade, 

since sharing has become a health 
concern.

The board also approved ordering 
six charging stations and 203 cases 
and keyboards for the district-owned 
iPads, which would bring the total 
expense to roughly $35,000.

--Mountrail County Promoter, 
Stanley

Burke schools plan to 
reopen

All three schools in Burke Coun-
ty are in the planning stages of re-
opening in August.

Celeste Thingvold, superinten-
dent in Bowbells, is making plans to 
start school on Aug. 20. She is op-
timistic the district will be prepared 
to welcome the staff, which includes 
three new teachers, and the 65 stu-
dents.

Burke Central School in Lignite 
is making plans to open face-to-face 
learning on Aug. 17, with changes 
such as for social distancing, Super-
intendent Rick Lindblad said.

“I think if you look at national 
statistics, online learning wasn’t as 
effective,” he said.

The school in Powers Lake is 
also in the planning and develop-
ment stages for reopening Aug. 18. 
The school board was set to meet to 
discuss the results from a survey that 
sought parent input on returning to 
school.

--Burke County Tribune,
Bowbells

Williams proposes deep 
cuts

Williams County’s projected 
2021 general fund budget of $26.1 
million is $19.6 million less than 
this year’s, with six-fi gure decreases 
across multiple departments.

The decreases refl ect deferred 
equipment upgrades and the con-
solidation of positions, as well as 
unfi lled vacancies.

In the auditor’s offi ce, for ex-
ample, expenses are projected to de-
crease by $131,943. Two long-term 
employees have left the department, 
replaced with one new, lower-paid 
position.

In Development Services, the 
county will save $165,000 by leav-
ing two positions vacant, and the 
IT department will save $327,763 
by putting off system upgrades and 
equipment replacement until a later 
time.

In the sheriff’s department, 
$303,291 will be saved by reducing 
equipment purchases.

--Williston Herald

By Sydney Hoover
ND Newspaper Association
Sarah Vaith said she never knows 

for sure what she’s walking into on 
a call with the Michigan, N.D., Area 
Ambulance Service.

Before they are sent out on a call, 
the fi rst responders in her squad re-
ceive information from dispatchers, 
who ask screening questions: any-
one have a fever or other potential 
symptoms of COVID-19? But there 
can be miscommunication or miss-
ing information.

“The pandemic is a scary time 
for all of us,” Vaith said. “It’s scary 
for those of us in EMS because 
sometimes the communication isn’t 
there and doesn’t get to us, and then 
all of a sudden we fi nd out we may 
have been exposed to somebody that 
has COVID.”

Vaith, the service’s operations 
manager, said if one of her volun-
teer EMTs was potentially exposed, 
they would have to quarantine until 
test results came back for the patient 
they treated. With a squad of only 
ten people, that could lead to a lack 
of staff to respond to calls.

Rural volunteer emergency ser-
vices across North Dakota say the 
fear of contracting the virus from 
responding to a call exists, but con-
cern about losing individuals in an 
already thinning group of volun-
teers is even greater.

Arlen Gartner, a volunteer for the 
Kenmare Ambulance service with 
more than 40 years of experience, 
said the problem of low staffi ng has 
existed for several years. The pan-
demic has only exacerbated that. 
Gartner said when he fi rst became a 
trained fi rst responder at 19, the pro-
cess to become certifi ed was much 
easier than it is today.

Carrie Roth, the squad leader for 
New Leipzig Ambulance, said peo-
ple who would normally be interest-
ed in volunteering are less included 
now out of fear for their own health. 
She said regular volunteers on the 
squad have opted to sit out shifts 
based on doctor recommendations.

Gartner, whose Kenmare Ambu-
lance takes calls from several sur-
rounding counties, said his squad 
has not been affected fi nancially 
because of the pandemic. But for 
Vaith, a decrease in calls has created 
an additional fi nancial burden. She 
said that while the service is vol-
unteer, they still rely on insurance 
and other payments for each call to 

Pandemic Exacerbates
Rural EMS Struggles

maintain operations.
Darren Welander of Rolla said 

his emergency ambulance service 
has maintained its fi nancial stability 
throughout the pandemic, but it has 
seen a 25% decrease in calls.

“I think some patients are just 
simply afraid to go to hospitals due 
to the amount of COVID cases in 
the larger cities,” Welander said.

Rural ambulance services de-
pend on insurance payments, local 
government contributions and dona-
tions, but funding has been a chal-
lenge for years. So has recruitment 
and retention of volunteers, accord-
ing to Adam Parker of the North Da-
kota EMS Association, who spoke 
with Valley News Live last October.

“As medicine has become more 
and more advanced, and the training 
requirements have increased, we’re 
putting a lot more demand on those 
people’s time – and it’s becoming 
less appealing to volunteer,” Parker 
said then. “It’s becoming harder and 
harder for ambulance services to 
sustain themselves with volunteer 
labor.”

Rebecca Bumgardner, a volun-
teer with Marmarth Ambulance 
Services, echoed those concerns last 
week, saying the global pandemic 
“throws a wrench into an already 
ongoing problem.”

The pandemic has had impacts 
beyond when fi rst responders are on 
call. Ginny Heth, president of the 
Westhope Ambulance Service, said 
her squad transported one patient 
who tested positive for the corona-
virus, and after that, it seemed as if 
her community was scared of them.

“We have all the personal protec-
tive equipment, and we know how to 
use it and we use it. So they don’t 
need to be afraid that I’m going to 
transmit something to them,” Heth 
said. “And we sanitize. I mean it’s 
unreal all the sanitizing we do.”

Vaith said she hopes commu-
nities will keep in mind what life 
would be like without a local am-
bulance service to respond to their 
calls. And for Heth, more individu-
als willing to give some time as a 
volunteer fi rst responders is always 
needed.

“The need is still there. We still 
need to take care of our people,” 
Heth said. “It’s very diffi cult when 
it’s a volunteer service to start with, 
but it’s so important that we have 
the service locally, especially when 
we’re such a rural community.”

No one wants to return to in-per-
son teaching and learning more than 
North Dakota’s professional educa-
tors. The women and men who have 
dedicated their lives to educating 
our future know better than anyone 
about the physical, intellectual, and 
psychological benefi ts that in-person 
instruction affords our children. But 
no matter how anxious we are to re-
turn to the classroom and meet face 
to face with our students, we must 
do so only when we have mitigated 
the risk to the health of students and 
staff to the greatest extent possible.

In leaving the responsibility to 
local school offi cials to develop the 
practices and protocols for the re-
opening of their schools, Governor 
Doug Burgum has avoided a state 
dictated one-size-fi ts-all mandate. 
Instead, Gov. Burgum and Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction Kirst-
en Baesler have provided guidance 
to districts to assist them in the cre-
ation of their reopening plans. Now 
it is up to the district to do the heavy 
lifting and plan for reopening our 
schools.

To that end, it is imperative that 
each school district include the 
many talented and caring people in 
each community to build their re-
opening strategies. Every reopening 
team or task force should include 
educators, education support profes-
sionals, students, community mem-
bers, and health professionals. And 
each must be transparent to create 
confi dence in the community that 
every precaution has been taken to 
ensure that our schools are safe and 
will remain so for as long as they are 
open.

There are many issues that need 
to be addressed as these protocols 
are developed:

• What will schools do if 
a child is infected? How about a 
teacher?

• If a teacher is forced into a 
14-day quarantine because a child 
or colleague contracts the virus, will 
the teacher have to use his and her 
sick days?

North Dakota United President Nick 
Archuleta Outlines Key Questions 

For Safely Reopening Schools
• Will the Center of Dis-

ease Control guidelines for wear-
ing masks and social distancing be 
applied in every school in each dis-
trict?

• What key data points will 
be monitored to inform the deci-
sions of reopening teams?

• What if only 60% of par-
ents feel that our schools are safe 
and 40% do not and choose to have 
the district distance learning for 
their children? Will teachers be ex-
pected to have two preps for each 
class?

• Will students and staff 
have reliable and effective personal 
protection equipment?

• What will be the trigger 
that sends all students home and re-
instates distance learning?

There are more questions than 
answers at this point. Some dis-
tricts, where the Coronavirus is 
rare, may open this fall as they al-
ways have with few modifi cations. 
Other schools where infection rates 
are climbing, may be wise to delay 
opening their schools until there is 
a period of declining infection rates 
to best ensure the schools will be 
healthy places in which to learn and 
work.

But we should not look only to 
school districts to mitigate risk. We 
all have a role to play and it is in-
expensive, easy to do, and effective. 
Wear a mask. Wash your hands. So-
cially distance. On July 14, CDC Di-
rector, Dr. Robert Redfi eld said, “If 
we could get everybody to wear a 
mask right now, I think in four, six, 
eight weeks we could bring this epi-
demic under control.”

Finally, we need Congress to act 
now get our school districts and lo-
cal governments the necessary re-
sources to effectively mitigate the 
health threat we currently face. The 
HEROES Act, which is currently 
languishing in the Senate, includes 
those resources. If that is not the ve-
hicle they want, then the Senate has 
the responsibility to propose another 
and time is of the essence.

North Dakota gas prices are un-
changed in the past week, averag-
ing $2.07/g Monday, according to 
GasBuddy's daily survey of 493 sta-
tions. Gas prices in North Dakota 
are 1.7 cents per gallon lower than a 
month ago and stand 60.6 cents per 
gallon lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price re-
ports, the cheapest station in North 
Dakota was priced at $1.95/g Mon-
day while the most expensive was 
$2.29/g, a difference of 34.0 cents 
per gallon.  

The national average price of 
gasoline has fallen 2.5 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging 
$2.17/g Monday. The national av-
erage is down 0.3 cents per gallon 
from a month ago and stands 56.3 
cents per gallon lower than a year 
ago.

Historical gasoline prices in 
North Dakota and the national aver-
age going back ten years: 

July 27, 2019: $2.68/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $2.73/g)

July 27, 2018: $2.87/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $2.85/g) 

July 27, 2017: $2.25/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $2.30/g)

July 272016: $2.21/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $2.14/g)

July 27, 2015: $2.71/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $2.71/g)

July 27, 2014: $3.53/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $3.52/g)

July 27, 2013: $3.69/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $3.63/g)

July 27, 2012: $3.68/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $3.48/g)

July 27, 2011: $3.78/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $3.69/g)

July 27, 2010: $2.78/g (U.S. Aver-
age: $2.72/g)

Neighboring areas and their cur-

rent gas prices: Sioux Falls- $2.13/g, 
up 2.1 cents per gallon from last 
week's $2.11/g; Fargo- $2.07/g, up 
0.4 cents per gallon from last week's 
$2.06/g; South Dakota- $2.12/g, up 
1.6 cents per gallon from last week's 
$2.11/g.

“We remain stuck in neutral 
when it comes to gasoline prices. 
While Pay with GasBuddy data 
showed a small rebound in gasoline 
demand, oil prices have again failed 
to break out, leading to yet another 
week of little change at the pump,” 
said Patrick De Haan, head of petro-
leum analysis for GasBuddy. “It’s a 
bit too early to tell if the small rise  
in gasoline demand last week will 
continue into this week, but it does 
seem the most likely situation. The 
V-shaped recovery in gasoline de-
mand has been put on hold for near-
ly all of July as coronavirus cases 
surged, but once we recover from 
that and we see demand show sever-
al weeks of recovery, we’ll likely see 
gas prices begin to tick higher. For 
now, however, that gives motorists 
more time to fi ll up without having 
to worry about big jumps in prices.”

GasBuddy is the authoritative 
voice for gas prices and the only 
source for station-level data span-
ning nearly two decades. Unlike 
AAA’s once daily survey covering 
credit card transactions at 100,000 
stations and the Lundberg Survey, 
updated once every two weeks based 
on 7,000 gas stations, GasBuddy’s 
survey updates 288 times every day 
from the most diverse list of sources 
covering nearly 150,000 stations na-
tionwide, the most comprehensive 
and up-to-date in the country. Gas-
Buddy data is accessible at http://
FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com.

North Dakota Weekly
Gas Price Update

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue announced new fea-
tures on the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farmers.gov 
website designed to help facilitate 
the employment of H-2A workers 
recently.

“My mission from the beginning 
of my time as Secretary was to make 
USDA the most effective, most ef-
fi cient, most customer-focused de-
partment in the entire federal gov-
ernment – these changes to Farmers.
gov are doing just that. USDA’s goal 
is to help farmers navigate the com-
plex H-2A program that is admin-
istered by Department of Labor, 
Department of Homeland Security, 
and the State Department so hiring 
a farm worker is an easier process,” 
said Secretary Perdue. “President 
Trump knows how essential these 
workers are to our farmers and 
America’s food supply chain. We 
will continue working to streamline 
these and other processes to bet-
ter serve our customers across the 
country.” 

Background:
The primary new H-2A features 

on Farmers.gov include: 
* A real-time dashboard that en-

ables farmers to track the status of 
their eligible employer application 
and visa applications for temporary 
nonimmigrant workers; 

USDA Launches New Farmers.gov
Features to Help Farmers Hire Workers 

* Streamlining the login infor-
mation so if a farmer has an exist-
ing login.gov account they can save 
multiple applications tracking num-
bers for quick look-up at any time; 

* Enables easy access to the 
Department of Labor’s (DOL) For-
eign Labor Application Gateway 
(FLAG); 

* Allows farmers to track time-
sensitive actions taken in the course 
of Offi ce of Foreign Labor Certifi ca-
tion’s (OFLC) adjudication of tem-
porary labor certifi cation applica-
tions; 

* Allowing for farmers to access 
all application forms on-line. 

All information can be found at 
www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a.

In 2018, Secretary Perdue un-
veiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, 
mobile-friendly public website com-
bined with an authenticated por-
tal where customers can apply for 
programs, process transactions and 
manage accounts. With feedback 
from customers and fi eld employees 
who serve those customers, Farm-
ers.gov delivers farmer-focused 
features through an agile, iterative 
process to deliver the greatest im-
mediate value to America’s agricul-
tural producers – helping farmers 
and ranchers do right, and feed ev-
eryone.  

By Merry Helm
It was on this date in 1955 that 

the state’s monthly oil production 
topped the one-million-barrel mark 
for the fi rst time, when 1,000,154 
barrels were produced in July of that 
year.

It was in 1916 that the Pioneer Oil 
and Gas Company began drilling the 
state’s fi rst wildcat well southeast of 
Williston. It turned up dry, but that 
didn’t stop the many attempts that 
followed it. All told, it took 45 years 
for dry holes to turn into gushers. 
The Amerada Petroleum Corpora-
tion fi nally discovered oil near Tioga 

Dakota Datebook: Oil 
in April 1951. The well was named 
“Clarence Iverson Number 1,” and it 
produced over three hundred barrels 
of oil in its fi rst 17 hours.

An exciting boom followed, and 
by year’s end, two-thirds of the state 
was under lease. Crowds of strang-
ers swarmed into the region, com-
pletely changing the complexion of 
western North Dakota with over-
crowded schools, outbuildings being 
turned into living and offi ce spaces, 
and roads wearing out – which led 
to a boom in the construction trade 
as well.
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