
IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 

 )  
In re: ) Chapter 11 
 )  

BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC, et al.,
1
 ) Case No. 20-33605 (MI) 

 )  
 ) (Jointly Administered) 
    Debtors. )  
 )  

 
CHAPTER 11 FEE APPLICATION SUMMARY 

 

 

Name of Applicant: Beck Redden LLP 

Applicant’s Role in Case: Special Litigation Counsel to the Debtors 

Date Order of Employment Signed: September 8, 2020, effective as of July 17, 
2020  

 Beginning of 
Period 

End of Period 

Time period covered by this Application: 07/17/2020 08/31/2020 

Time period(s) covered by prior 
Applications: 

N/A N/A 

Total amounts awarded in all prior Applications: N/A 

Total fees requested in this Application: $48,008.00 

Total professional fees requested in this Application: $47,696.00 

Total actual professional hours covered by this Application: 108.4 hours 

Average hourly rate for professionals: $440.00 

Total paraprofessional fees requested in this Application: $312.00 

Total actual paraprofessional hours covered by this Application: 1.3 hours 

Average hourly rate for paraprofessionals: $240.00 

Reimbursable expenses sought in this application: $132.16 

Total to be Paid to Priority Unsecured Creditors: $1.2 million 

                                                 
1.  A complete list of each of the Debtors in these chapter 11 cases may be obtained on the website of the 
Debtors’ proposed claims and noticing agent at http://omniagentsolutions.com/bruin.  The location of Debtor Bruin 
E&P Partners, LLC’s principal place of business and the Debtors’ service address in these chapter 11 cases is 602 
Sawyer Street, Suite 710, Houston, Texas 77007. 
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Anticipated % Dividend to Priority Unsecured Creditors: 100% 

Total to be Paid to General Unsecured Creditors: Class 5A GUC:
$6.6 million

Class 5B GUC: 0.4%
of equity in the

Reorganized Debtors.
The majority of Class

5B will also share
7.1% of the equity in

the Reorganized
Debtors as Class 4

claimants.

Anticipated % Dividend to General Unsecured Creditors: Class 5A GUC:
100%

Class 5B GUC: 0.2% 

Date of Confirmation Hearing: 8/26/2020 

Indicate whether plan has been confirmed: Yes [Docket No. 
236] 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 

 )  
In re: ) Chapter 11 
 )  

BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC, et al.,
1
 ) Case No. 20-33605 (MI) 

 )  
 ) (Jointly Administered) 
    Debtors. )  
 )  

   
BECK REDDEN LLP’S FIRST AND FINAL FEE APPLICATION FOR ALLOWANCE 
AND PAYMENTS OF FEES AND EXPENSES AS SPECIAL LITIGATION COUNSEL 
TO THE DEBTORS FOR THE PERIOD FROM JULY 17, 2020 TO AUGUST 31, 2020 

 
This application seeks an order that may adversely affect you. If you oppose 
the application, you should immediately contact the moving party to resolve 
the dispute. If you and the moving party cannot agree, you must file a response 
and send a copy to the moving party. You must file and serve your response 
within 21 days of the date this was served on you. Your response must state 
why the application should not be granted. If you do not file a timely response, 
the relief may be granted without further notice to you. If you oppose the 
application and have not reached an agreement, you must attend the hearing. 
Unless the parties agree otherwise, the court may consider evidence at the 
hearing and may decide the application at the hearing.  
 
Represented parties should act through their attorney. 

 
TO THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE MARVIN ISGUR: 
 

1. Pursuant to this Court’s Order Authorizing the Retention and Employment of Beck 

Redden LLP as Special Litigation Counsel to the Debtors, Docket No. 256, Beck Redden LLP 

(“Beck Redden”), Special Litigation Counsel to the Debtors, submits this First and Final Fee 

Application for Allowance and Payments of Fees and Expenses as Special Litigation Counsel to 

the Debtors for the Period from July 17, 2020 to August 31, 2020 (the “Application”).  

                                                 
1  A complete list of each of the Debtors in these chapter 11 cases may be obtained on the website of the 
Debtors’ proposed claims and noticing agent at http://omniagentsolutions.com/bruin.  The location of Debtor Bruin 
E&P Partners, LLC’s principal place of business and the Debtors’ service address in these chapter 11 cases is 602 
Sawyer Street, Suite 710, Houston, Texas 77007. 
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2. Beck Redden seeks allowance of compensation of $48,008.00 in fees for 

professional services rendered to the Debtors and reimbursement of actual and necessary expenses 

in the amount of $132.16 for the period of July 17, 2020 through and including August 31, 2020.  

In support thereof, Beck Redden would respectfully show as follows: 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1334.  This 

matter is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b). 

4. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409. 

5. The bases for the relief requested herein are §§ 327(e), 328(a), and 330 of title 11 

of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”), Rule 2016 of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy 

Procedures (the “Bankruptcy Rules”), rule 2016-1 of the Bankruptcy Local Rules of the United 

States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Texas (the “Bankruptcy Local Rules”), and 

the Guidelines for Reviewing Applications for Compensation and Reimbursement of Expenses 

Filed Under 11 U.S.C. § 330 by Attorneys in Larger Chapter 11 Cases Effective as of November 

1, 2013 (the “Revised UST Guidelines”). 

RELIEF REQUESTED 

6. Beck Redden requests the Court enter an order permitting compensation for 

professional services rendered during the Application period in the amount of $48,008.00 in fees 

and $132.16 in reimbursement of actual and necessary expenses.  This Application is Beck 

Redden’s first and final Application for compensation in this proceeding.  As such, Beck Redden 

has received no previous payment in this matter.  

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

7. On July 16, 2020 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtors filed a voluntary petition for 
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reorganization under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code.  [Docket No. 1]. 

8. On September 8, 2020, this Court entered an order authorizing the employment and 

retention of Beck Redden LLP as special litigation counsel for Debtors effective as of the petition 

date.  [Docket No. 256].  A copy of the order is attached to this Application as Exhibit 1.  

9. The order authorized Beck Redden to provide legal services to the Debtors in 

connection with Debtor Bruin E&P Operating, LLC’s (“Bruin E&P”) dispute with Baker Hughes 

Oilfield E&P Operating LLC, Baker Petrolite LLC, Baker Consulting, LLC and Lufkin Industries, 

Inc. (collectively, “Baker Hughes”).  See id. at 6.  This dispute is related to oilfield operations on 

the Debtors’ oil and gas leases located in North Dakota (the “Baker Hughes Dispute”).   

10. Beck Redden provided professional services to the Debtors in connection with 

potential litigation related to the Baker Hughes Dispute as well as Baker Hughes Oilfield 

Operations LLC’s Emergency Motion for (I) Liquidation and Allowance of Its Claim or (II) In the 

Alternative, the Setting of Expedited Proceedings on its Claim, filed by Baker Hughes on August 

7, 2020.  [Docket No. 163].   

11. True and correct copies of Beck Redden’s invoices (the “Invoices”) for the requisite 

time period are attached to this Application as part of Exhibit 2.2  This is Beck Redden’s first and 

final Application in this matter. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED BY BECK REDDEN TO THE DEBTORS 

12. The Baker Hughes Dispute arose out of a failure of casing and liner top equipment 

on an oil and gas well located in the Bakken Shale.  Pursuant to a Master Services Agreement 

(“MSA”), Baker Hughes was obligated to provide Bruin E&P with equipment and supplies for 

                                                 
2  Exhibit 2 also contains a chart of all fees sought in this matter organized by timekeeper, a chart of fees 
organized by the Revised UST Guidelines project categories, and a table of the expenses sought. 
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wells in the field.  The MSA provided that if the equipment was defective or needed repair, Baker 

Hughes was responsible for replacing or repairing it. 

13. The casing and liner top equipment for the specific well at issue—FB Bonita 152-

93-9B-10-14T—was installed from November 11, 2019 through November 13, 2019.  On 

February 11, 2020, the liner hanger failed, rendering the well unusable until it was repaired. 

14. Repairs lasted several weeks and totaled $727,359.57 in costs.  Operation of the 

well could not resume until March 18, 2020, after repairs were complete. 

15. Bruin E&P sent Baker Hughes three notices regarding the failure of the equipment.  

Baker Hughes ignored all three.  Instead, after the Debtors filed their Chapter 11 Petition, Baker 

Hughes asserted a claim and asked to be paid for the repair work on its own defective equipment—

repair work for which it was responsible.  

16. As a result, the Debtors retained Beck Redden to litigate the Baker Hughes Dispute.  

During the Application period, Beck Redden provided the Debtors with professional services that 

were reasonable, necessary, and appropriate for handling the Dispute and maximizing value to the 

Debtors.  Beck Redden provided legal advice and assistance to the Debtors with respect to preparing 

to litigate the Baker Hughes Dispute and responding to Baker Hughes’s Emergency Motion for (I) 

Liquidation and Allowance of Its Claim or (II) In the Alternative, the Setting of Expedited 

Proceedings on its Claim.  [Docket No. 163].   

17. Detailed descriptions of the work performed by Beck Redden for the Debtors are 

provided in increments of tenths of an hour in Beck Redden’s invoices.  Exhibit 2.  This work 

included researching potential causes of action and defenses in the Baker Hughes Dispute, drafting 

and editing pleadings, negotiating the Baker Hughes Dispute with opposing counsel, review of 

documents related to the Baker Hughes Dispute and other factual investigation, preparation of Beck 

Case 20-33605   Document 283   Filed in TXSB on 10/15/20   Page 6 of 48



5 
 

Redden’s Application for Retention as Special Litigation Counsel to the Debtors, review and 

analysis of Baker Hughes’s Emergency Motion for (I) Liquidation and Allowance of Its Claim or 

(II) In the Alternative, the Setting of Expedited Proceedings on its Claim, drafting a response to 

the Motion, and preparation of witnesses and arguments for the proof of claim hearing on that 

Motion. 

18. A summary of fees by project category is below.  This Application uses the standard 

project categories set forth in Appendix B of the Guidelines for Reviewing Applications for 

Compensation and Reimbursement of Expenses Filed under 11 U.S.C. § 330 for Attorneys in 

Larger Chapter 11 Cases.  In addition, Exhibit 2 to this Application contains a chart of all fees 

organized by timekeeper, a table all fees organized by the Revised UST Guidelines project 

categories, and a chart of the two small expenses sought in this Application. 

Employment and Fee Application 

19. This category encompasses services related to the retention of Beck Redden in this 

matter, including time spent drafting and reviewing the retention application. 

 

Professional Billing Rate Hours Total 
Alex B. Roberts $ 440.00 13.3 $ 5,852.00 
Hannah L. Roblyer $ 440.00 1.8 $ 792.00 

  15.1 $ 6,644.00 
 

 

 
Litigation and Contested Matters and Adversary Proceedings 

 
20. Fees in this category include providing services related to all aspects of the litigation 

arising from the Baker Hughes Dispute, including pretrial preparation, legal research, discovery 

and investigation, drafting of pleadings, settlement negotiations, review of documents and 

witnesses, and other litigation tasks. All fees billed in this category were related to the Baker Hughes 

Dispute. 
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Professional Billing Rate Hours Total 

Alex B. Roberts $ 440.00 31.9 $ 14,036.00 

Hannah L. Roblyer $ 440.00 11.8 $ 5,192.00 
  Hien T. Nguyen   $ 240.00 0.6 $ 144.00 
  Stacey F. Sinclair   $ 240.00 0.3 $ 72.00 
  Patricia R. Schneller   $ 240.00 0.4 $ 96.00 
  45 $ 19,540.00 

 
Claims Administration and Objections 

 
21. This category includes all professional fees rendered related to the claim asserted 

by Baker Hughes in this bankruptcy proceeding, including reviewing and responding to Baker 

Hughes’s Emergency Motion for (I) Liquidation and Allowance of Its Claim or (II) In the 

Alternative, the Setting of Expedited Proceedings on its Claim and preparation of witnesses and 

arguments for the proof of claim hearing on that Motion. 

Professional Billing Rate Hours Total 

Alex B. Roberts $ 440.00 46.6 $ 20,504.00 

Hannah L. Roblyer $ 440.00 3.0 $ 1,320.00 
  49.6 $ 21,824.00 

 
COMPENSATION REQUESTED 

22. Beck Redden requests approval of $48,008.00 in fees and $132.16 in 

reimbursement of actual and necessary expenses.  The blended hourly rate of all timekeepers in 

this matter is $437.62.   

23. The following exhibits are attached in support of the requested compensation: 

 Exhibit 2: Charts detailing the fees sought in this matter organized by timekeeper, a chart 
of fees organized by the Revised UST Guidelines project categories, and a table of the 
expenses sought.  Exhibit 2 also contains Beck Redden’s monthly invoices, which include 
all time records for July 17, 2020 through August 31, 2020—the entirety of the Application 
period. The invoices have been redacted for privilege.  In compliance with the Local Rules 
and Revised UST Guidelines, Beck Redden maintains computerized records of all time 
spent by Beck Redden attorneys and paraprofessionals in connection with its representation 
of the Debtors.  Those records are made substantially contemporaneously with the rendition 
of services.  The invoices itemize the services rendered by project category, the amount of 
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time spent in increments of one-tenth of an hour, the date the service was rendered, the 
attorney or paraprofessional performing the service, and the hourly rate for each individual 
performing the service.  
 

 Exhibit 3: A chart reflecting the customary and comparable compensation disclosures with 
fee applications pursuant to the Revised UST Guidelines.  This chart includes the total 
hours and fees billed by type of timekeeper in this matter, the average hourly rate by type 
of timekeeper in this matter, and the average amount billed or collected by type of 
timekeeper in all matters (excluding bankruptcy) by Beck Redden during the preceding 
year. 
 

 Exhibit 4: A chart summarizing the timekeepers included in this Application, including 
the timekeeper’s title, department, date of bar admission (if applicable), the total fees and 
hours included in this Application for each timekeeper, each timekeeper’s hourly rate for 
the work performed pursuant to this Application, and any rate increases that took place 
during the Application period. 
 

 Exhibit 5: A statement regarding the budget discussed between Beck Redden and the 
Debtors for the legal services rendered during this time period.   
 

 Exhibit 6: A chart summarizing the compensation Beck Redden seeks organized by project 
category. 

 
24. This is Beck Redden’s first and final request for fees and expenses during the 

Application period.  The table below summarizes the fees and expenses sought: 

Type Total 
Beck Redden Fees $48,008.00 

Expenses $132.16 
Total $48,140.16 

 
25. The $132.16 in expenses incurred were reasonable and necessary to the 

performance of professional services for the Debtors by Beck Redden.  Beck Redden made efforts 

to reduce the cost of or avoid expenses whenever possible.  The expenses incurred are of the type 

that are customarily charged to Beck Redden’s non-bankruptcy clients and by other comparable 

professionals.  No overhead costs have been included. 

26. As a result, the Court should permit reimbursement of all $132.16 requested, which 

include:  
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Expense Name Total Charged 

Online Research $ 130.16 
In-House Photocopies $ 2.00 

 
REASONABLENESS OF REQUESTED COMPENSATION 

 
27. The $48,008 in fees requested by Beck Redden in this Application is reasonable 

and the legal services provided were beneficial to the estate.  Furthermore, the $132.16 in expenses 

incurred were reasonable and necessary to the performance of professional services. 

28. Under section 330, the factors to be considered in determining the amount to be 

awarded by the bankruptcy court for professional services include: 

(A) the time spent on such services; 
 

(B) the rates charged for such services; 
 

(C) whether the services were necessary to the administration of, or 
beneficial at the time at which the service was rendered toward 
the completion of, a case under this title; 
 

(D) whether the services were performed within a reasonable 
amount of time commensurate with the complexity, importance, 
and nature of the problem, issue, or task addressed; 
 

(E) with respect to a professional person, whether the person is 
board certified or otherwise has demonstrated skill and 
experience in the bankruptcy field; and 
 

(F) whether the compensation is reasonable based on the customary 
compensation charged by comparably skilled practitioners in 
cases other than cases under this title. 

 
11 U.S.C. § 330(a)(3).  In interpreting these factors, the Fifth Circuit has explained that a 

bankruptcy court should permit compensation to attorneys for debtors when the services rendered 

by the attorneys are “reasonably likely to benefit” the debtor’s estate.  Barron & Newburger, P.C. 

v. Tex. Skyline, Ltd. (In re Woerner), 783 F.3d 266, 273 (5th Cir. 2015).  Courts should judge the 
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reasonableness of the fees and expenses requested “at the time at which the service was rendered.”  

Id. at 273–274.  

29. Here, the compensation requested by Beck Redden fulfills the six factors 

enumerated in section 330.  The services Beck Redden provided were “necessary” and “beneficial” 

to the Debtors in resolving the Baker Hughes Dispute and responding to the claim made by Baker 

Hughes in this Chapter 11 proceeding.  The time spent rendering the legal services was a 

reasonable amount of time given the complexity and importance of the Baker Hughes Dispute and 

the rates charged by Beck Redden were reasonable.  

30. In the Fifth Circuit, the reasonableness of an attorney’s rate or fees is based on 

factors set forth in Johnson v. Georgia Highway Exp., Inc.  488 F.2d 714, 717–19 (5th Cir. 1974); 

see also Woerner, 783 F.3d 266, 277 (5th Cir. 2015) (explaining that the Johnson factors remain 

relevant in determinations made under section 330).  The Johnson factors include:  (1) the time 

and labor required; (2) the novelty and difficulty of the legal and factual issues; (3) the skill 

required to perform the legal services; (4) the preclusion of other employment by the attorney 

because he or she accepted the case; (5) the customary fee for similar legal work in the community; 

(6) whether the fee was fixed or contingent; (7) time limitations imposed by the client or the 

circumstances; (8) the amount involved and the results obtained; (9) the experience, reputation, 

and ability of the attorneys; (10) the undesirability of the case; (11) the nature and length of the 

firm’s professional relationship with the client; and (12) awards in other, similar cases.  Id.  Each 

of these factors support the rates of the Beck Redden attorneys and professionals involved in this 

matter as well as the total amount of fees incurred.  

The Time and Labor Involved 

31. The time and labor reasonably required and actually spent by Beck Redden in 
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rendering the legal services was substantial.  As is reflected on the summary sheet and in the 

invoices attached as Exhibit 2, Beck Redden attorneys and paraprofessionals spent 108.4 hours 

on this matter during the Application period.  Thus, the first Johnson factor supports the requested 

compensation. 

Novelty and Difficulty of the Issues 

32. A number of difficult legal and factual issues complicated the litigation of the Baker 

Hughes Dispute, as well as the claim Baker Hughes made in this proceeding.  Counsel was required 

to research various complex jurisdictional, venue, and procedural issues.  In addition, the case 

presented questions of law relevant to bankruptcy and oil and gas law and required a technical 

understanding of equipment used in the oil and gas industry.  The second Johnson factor supports 

the requested compensation.   

The Skill Required to Properly Perform the Legal Service 

33. Because of the complexity of issues set forth above, this matter—both the Baker 

Hughes Dispute and the objections to the claim made by Baker Hughes in the Chapter 11 

proceeding—required a high degree of skill.  It required attorneys with expertise in trial advocacy, 

bankruptcy, and oil and gas law.  The third Johnson factor supports the compensation requested. 

Preclusion of Other Employment 

34. By accepting this case, Beck Redden attorneys were necessarily limited in their 

ability to work on other cases.  This factor is especially relevant given the pace at which this matter 

proceeded.  In responding to Baker Hughes’s Emergency Motion for (I) Liquidation and 

Allowance of Its Claim or (II) In the Alternative, the Setting of Expedited Proceedings on its 

Claim, Beck Redden attorneys were required to assist in drafting a response, prepare for a hearing, 

and confer with and prepare four witnesses all in only a few days’ time.  This commitment naturally 
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prevented the lawyers from working on other cases.  This Johnson factor also supports the 

compensation sought. 

A Customary Fee for Similar Work in the Community 
 

35. Beck Redden seeks compensation in the amount of $48,008.00 in attorneys and 

paraprofessionals’ fees.  This amount reflects rates customarily charged by Beck Redden to its 

non-bankruptcy clients and as well as the rates charged by other similarly situated firms in the 

Houston area given the complexity of this matter and the skill of the lawyers involved.   

36. In this particular matter, all attorneys billed their time at a blended rate of $440.00 

per hour.  This was done at the request of the Debtors, who preferred a blended rate as opposed to 

the higher rate that is customarily charged by the partner who worked on this matter.  This 

arrangement was memorialized in the engagement letter for this matter, which is included as part 

of Exhibit 1. 

37. Whenever possible, work on this matter was shifted to paralegals and even a 

summer associate who assisted in researching various legal issues.  Beck Redden has not requested 

compensation for any work performed by the summer associate, resulting in significant cost 

savings in the amount of fees.  Further, the blended rate for all work on this matter was $437.62.  

The fifth Johnson factor supports the compensation. 

Whether the Fee was Fixed or Contingent 

38. Beck Redden charged fees in this matter on an hourly basis.  No fixed or contingent 

fee was involved.  At the request of the Debtors, all work performed by attorneys in this matter 

was done at a blended rate of $440.00 per hour.  See Exhibit 1. 

The Time Limitations Imposed by the Client or the Circumstances 
 

39. Time limitations were imposed by the circumstances of this matter, as well as the 
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efforts of the parties and attorneys involved.  As set forth above, Baker Hughes’s Emergency 

Motion for (I) Liquidation and Allowance of Its Claim or (II) In the Alternative, the Setting of 

Expedited Proceedings on its Claim required Beck Redden to respond and prepare for a hearing in 

an expedited manner—only to have Baker Hughes arrive at the hearing unprepared to proceed.  

Additionally, the bankruptcy proceeding put meaningful pressure on all of the parties to engage in 

pretrial investigation promptly and efficiently.  This Johnson factor also supports the Application. 

Amount Involved and the Results Obtained 

40. As a result of Beck Redden’s services, Baker Hughes withdrew its Emergency 

Motion for (I) Liquidation and Allowance of Its Claim or (II) In the Alternative, the Setting of 

Expedited Proceedings on its Claim.  The parties resolved portions of Baker Hughes’s claim and 

reserved for post-discharge resolution the remainder of the claim and the litigation.  This factor 

supports the amount sought. 

The Experience, Reputation, and Ability of the Attorneys 

41. The two Beck Redden attorneys who performed work on behalf of the Debtors 

possessed the experience and skill necessary to manage this complex matter. 

42. Alex B. Roberts is a partner at Beck Redden and has deep experience representing 

both plaintiffs and defendants in complex commercial litigation, in particular in oil and gas 

matters.  Mr. Roberts is a seasoned trial lawyer with experience in both state and federal courts.  

He has been a member in good standing of the Texas Bar since 2006 and attended law school at 

the University of Houston Law Center where he graduated summa cum laude and worked as Editor 

in Chief of the Houston Law Review.  Prior to joining Beck Redden, Mr. Roberts served as a 

judicial law clerk to the Honorable Lee H. Rosenthal, Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for 

the Southern District of Texas.  
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43. Hannah L. Roblyer is an associate at Beck Redden and has been licensed since 

2017.  She graduated from the University of Texas School of Law in 2017, where she was a 

nationally-recognized member of the law school’s advocacy program.  After graduation, Ms. 

Roblyer served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Ronald B. King, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy 

Judge for the Western District of Texas.  Her expertise and breadth of knowledge of bankruptcy 

law was instrumental in this matter. This factor supports the compensation requested in the 

Application. 

The Undesirability of the Case 

44. Cases involving bankruptcy proceedings always carry some risks due to the relative 

uncertainty of payment.  This factor supports the requested compensation.   

The Nature and Length of the Professional Relationship with the Client 
 

45. The length of the professional relationship with the Debtors spans nearly two years.  

Beck Redden did not receive a retainer for the services performed for the Debtors  This factor also 

supports the requested amount.    

Awards in Similar Cases 

46. The fees requested in this Application requested are in line with fee awards 

approved in similar cases, by counsel with similar sophistication and experience.  Thus, this 

Johnson factor also supports the requested award. 

47. Given the necessity of the services rendered, the benefit to the Debtors’ estate, the 

results achieved, the reasonableness of the fees charged by Beck Redden, the scope of the work 

involved, and the complexity of the issues involved in this matter, the amount of compensation 

sought in the Application is warranted and reasonable under section 330.  See 11 U.S.C. § 

330(a)(3).  This compensation is also reasonable based on the customary compensation charged 
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by comparably skilled attorneys in other Chapter 11 cases in the Southern District of Texas.  The 

nature, extent, and value of Beck Redden’s services was appropriate under the circumstances at 

the time the services were rendered. 

STATEMENT PURSUANT TO THE US TRUSTEE GUIDELINES 
 

Pursuant to the US Trustee Guidelines, Beck Redden states as follows: 
 

a. Did you agree to any variations from, or alternatives to, your standard or customary billing 
rates, fees, or terms for services pertaining to this engagement that were provided during 
the application period? If so, please explain. 
 
Response: Yes.  The Debtors requested the attorneys bill their time in this matter at a 
blended rate, as opposed to a higher rate for the partner who worked on the case.  A copy 
of the engagement letter is attached as part of Exhibit 1. 

 
b. If the fees sought in this fee application as compared to the fees budgeted for the time 

period covered by this fee application are higher than 10% or more, did you discuss the 
reasons for the variation with the Client? 

 
Response: Beck Redden did not submit a budget table in this matter, however the firm did 
discuss a budget with the Debtors.  The discussed amount was $125,000 for the four months 
of July 1 to October 1, which includes the Application period.  The amount of fees incurred 
was less than the budgeted amount.  
 

c. Have any of the professionals included in this fee application varied their hourly rate based 
on the geographic location of the bankruptcy case? 

 
Response: No. 
 

d. Does the fee application include time or fees related to reviewing or revising time records 
or preparing and editing billing records that would not be compensable outside of 
bankruptcy and does not include reasonable fees for preparing a fee application. If so, 
please quantify by hours and fees. 

 
Response: No. 
 

e. Does this fee application include time or fees for reviewing time records to redact any 
privileged or other confidential information? If so, please quantify by hours and fees. 

 
Response: No. 

 
f. If the fee application includes any rate increase since retention: 
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(i) Did your client review and approve those rate increases in advance? 
 
Response: Not applicable.  
 
(ii) Did your client agree when retaining the law firm to accept all future rate increases? If 
not, did you inform, your client that they need not to agree to modify rates or terms in order 
to have you continue the representation, consistent with ABA Formal ethics Opinion 11-
458. 
 

 Response: Not applicable. 

CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Beck Redden respectfully requests that this Court enter an order 

granting compensation for professional services rendered during the Application period in the 

amount of $48,008.00 in fees and reimbursement of $132.16 of other actual and necessary 

expenses incurred by Beck Redden during the Application period, authorizing the Debtors to pay 

the fees and expenses as requested, and grant such other and further relief as is just and proper. 

 

Dated: October 15, 2020    Respectfully submitted, 
 
       BECK REDDEN LLP 
       
 By: /s/ Alex Roberts     
         Alex B. Roberts 
         Texas State Bar No. 24056216 
         S.D. Tex. Bar No. 865757 
         aroberts@beckredden.com 
 1221 McKinney Street, Suite 4500 
 Houston, Texas  77010-2010 
 Telephone:  (713) 951-3700 
 Facsimile:  (713) 951-3720 
  

 SPECIAL LITIGATION COUNSEL FOR DEBTORS 
 BRUIN E&P OPERATING, LLC; BRUIN  
 WILLISTON HOLDINGS, LLC; BRUIN  
 WILLISTON I, LLC; BRUIN WILLISTON II, 
 LLC; AND BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC 
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Hannah L. Roblyer 
Beck Redden LLP 
Texas State Bar No. 24106356 
S.D. Tex. Bar No. 3307596 
hroblyer@beckredden.com  
1221 McKinney, Suite 4500 
Houston, Texas  77010-2010 
Telephone:  (713) 951-3700 
Facsimile:  (713) 951-3720 
 
OF COUNSEL FOR DEBTORS 
BRUIN E&P OPERATING, LLC; BRUIN  
WILLISTON HOLDINGS, LLC; BRUIN  
WILLISTON I, LLC; BRUIN WILLISTON II, 
LLC; AND BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case 20-33605   Document 283   Filed in TXSB on 10/15/20   Page 18 of 48



17 
 

NOTICE 

The Debtors will provide notice of this application to the following parties or their counsel: 

(a) the U.S. Trustee for the Southern District of Texas; (b) the holders of the 30 largest unsecured 

claims against the Debtors (on a consolidated basis); (c) the administrative agent, and counsel 

thereto, under the Debtors’ prepetition revolving credit facility; (d) the indenture trustee for the 

Debtors’ senior notes; (e) counsel to the ad hoc group of senior noteholders; (f) the United States 

Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of Texas; (g) the Internal Revenue Service; (h) the 

United States Securities and Exchange Commission; (i) the Environmental Protection Agency and 

similar state environmental agencies for states in which the Debtors conduct business; (j) the state 

attorneys general for states in which the Debtors conduct business; and (k) any party that has 

requested notice pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 2002. In light of the nature of the relief requested, 

no other or further notice need be given. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Alex B. Roberts hereby certify that I have read the foregoing First and Final Fee 
Application of Beck Redden LLP, Special Litigation Counsel to Debtors, for the Period of July 17, 
2020 to August 31, 2020 (the “Application”), and to the best of my knowledge, information, and 
belief, formed after a reasonable inquiry, the compensation and expense reimbursement sought is 
in conformity with the General Order in the Matter of Procedures for Complex Chapter 11 Cases 
except as specifically noted in the Application, and the compensation and expenses reimbursement 
requested are billed at rates, in accordance with practices no less favorable than those customarily 
employed by Beck Redden and generally accepted by Beck Redden’s clients. 
 

/s/ Alex B. Roberts   
Alex B. Roberts 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Alex B. Roberts, hereby certify that on the 15th day of October 2020, a copy of the 
foregoing First and Final Fee Application of Beck Redden LLP, Special Litigation Counsel to 
Debtors, for the Period of July 17, 2020 to August 31, 2020 was served via the Court’s ECF system 
upon all parties receiving notice through same. 
 

/s/ Alex B. Roberts   
Alex B. Roberts 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 

) 

In re: ) Chapter 11 

) 

BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC, et al.,
1 ) Case No. 20-33605 (MI) 

) 

) (Jointly Administered) 

Debtors. ) 

) Re:  Docket No. 168 

ORDER AUTHORIZING RETENTION AND EMPLOYMENT OF 

BECK REDDEN LLP AS SPECIAL LITIGATION COUNSEL TO DEBTORS 

Upon the application (the “Application”)2 of the above-captioned debtors and debtors in 

possession (collectively, the “Debtors”) for entry of an order (this “Order”), (a) authorizing the 

Debtors to retain and employ Beck Redden as Special Litigation Counsel to the Debtors, effective 

as of the Petition Date, in accordance with the terms of the Beck Redden Engagement Letter, 

(b) approving the terms of Beck Redden’s retention and employment, including the fee and

expense structure and related provisions set forth in the Beck Redden Engagement Letter, a copy 

of which is attached as Exhibit A hereto, and (c) granting related relief, all as more fully set forth 

in the Application; and upon the First Day Declaration; and upon the Roberts Declaration and the 

Getschow Declaration; and this Court having jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1334; and this Court having found that this is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b); 

and this Court having found that venue of this proceeding and the Application in this district is 

1 A complete list of each of the Debtors in these chapter 11 cases may be obtained on the website of the Debtors’ 

proposed claims and noticing agent at http://omniagentsolutions.com/bruin.  The location of Debtor Bruin E&P 

Partners, LLC’s principal place of business and the Debtors’ service address in these chapter 11 cases is 

602 Sawyer Street, Suite 710, Houston, Texas 77007. 

2 Capitalized terms used herein but not otherwise defined shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the 

Application. 

ENTERED 
 09/08/2020
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2 

1. The Debtors are authorized to retain and employ Beck Redden pursuant to 11

U.S.C. §§ 327(e), 328(a), and 330 as Special Litigation Counsel to the Debtors, effective as of the 

Petition Date, in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the Application, as modified 

by this Order. 

2. Beck Redden is authorized to provide the Debtors with the professional services

described in the Application.  Specifically, but without limitation, Beck Redden will serve as 

Special Litigation Counsel in connection with the Baker Hughes Dispute and related matters.  The 

services associated with these representations include, but are not limited to, investigating facts, 

conducting legal research, drafting correspondence, preparing and filing pleadings, conducting and 

responding to discovery, working with experts, preparing for and appearing at hearings, 

conferences, mediations, negotiations, and trials. 

3. Beck Redden shall be compensated and reimbursed in accordance with the Beck

Redden Engagement Letter, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A hereto, and will file interim 

and final fee applications for allowance of its compensation and expenses and shall be subject to 

Bankruptcy Code §§ 330 and 331, the Bankruptcy Rules, the Bankruptcy Local Rules, the U.S. 

Trustee Guidelines, and any orders of the Court.  Beck Redden intends to make a reasonable effort 

proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409; and this Court having found that the relief 

requested in the Application is in the best interests of the Debtors’ estates, their creditors, and other 

parties in interest; and this Court having found that the notice of the Application was appropriate 

under the circumstances and no other notice need be provided; and this Court having reviewed the 

Application; and this Court having determined that the legal and factual bases set forth in the 

Application establish just cause for the relief granted herein; and after due deliberation and 

sufficient cause appearing therefor, it is HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 
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4. Beck Redden shall use its best efforts to avoid any duplication of services provided

by any of the Debtors’ other retained professionals in these chapter 11 cases. 

5. Notice of the Application as provided therein shall be deemed good and sufficient

notice of such Application, and the requirements of the Bankruptcy Rules and the Bankruptcy 

Local Rules are satisfied by the contents of the Application. 

6. To the extent that the Application, the Getschow Declaration, or the Roberts

Declaration is inconsistent with this Order, the terms of this Order shall govern. 

7. Notwithstanding Bankruptcy Rule 6004(h), the terms and conditions of this Order

are immediately effective and enforceable upon its entry. 

8. The Debtors and Beck Redden are authorized to take all actions necessary to

effectuate the relief granted pursuant to this Order in accordance with the Application. 

9. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Application, the Engagement Letter,

or the Declarations, Beck Redden shall not be entitled to reimbursement for fees and expenses in 

connection with the defense of any objection to its fees, without further order of the Court. 

to comply with the requests from United States Trustee for the Southern District of Texas 

(the "U.S. Trustee") for information and additional disclosures as set forth in the Guidelines for 

Reviewing Application for Compensation and Reimbursement of Expenses Filed under 

11 U.S.C. § 330 by Attorneys in Larger Chapter 11 Cases Effective as of November 1, 2013 (the 

"Revised UST Guidelines"), both in connection with the Application and the interim and final fee 

applications in these chapter 11 cases.  For billing purposes, Beck Redden shall keep its time in 

one tenth (1/10) hour increments and all billing records filed in support of fee applications will use 

an open and searchable LEDES or other electronic data format.  Billing records will use the U.S. 

Trustee’s standard project categories. 
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10. Beck Redden shall not charge a markup to the Debtors with respect to fees billed

by contract attorneys who are hired by Beck Redden to provide services to the Debtors and shall 

ensure that any such contract attorneys are subject to conflict checks and disclosures in accordance 

with the requirements of the Bankruptcy Code and Bankruptcy Rules. 

11. Beck Redden shall provide ten-business-days' notice to the Debtors, U.S. Trustee,

and any official committee before any increases in the rates set forth in the Application or the 

Engagement Letter are implemented and shall file such notice with the Court. The U.S. Trustee 

retains all rights to object to any rate increase on all grounds, including the reasonableness standard 

set forth in section 330 of the Bankruptcy Code, and the Court retains the right to review any rate 

increase pursuant to section 330 of the Bankruptcy Code. 

12. To the extent the Debtors wish to expand the scope of Beck Redden’s services

beyond those services set forth in the Engagement Letter or this Order, the Debtors shall be 

required to seek further approval from this Court. 

13. The Court retains exclusive jurisdiction with respect to all matters arising from or

related to implementation, interpretation, and enforcement of this Order. 

SIGNED this __ day of ____________, 2020. 

__________________________________________ 

MARVIN ISGUR, 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE 

Signed:  
 
____________________________________ 

Marvin Isgur 
   United States Bankruptcy Judge 

 
 

October 17, 2018September 08, 2020
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Exhibit A 

Beck Redden Engagement Letter 
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999.00107/509168.v1 

Alex B. Roberts 
aroberts@beckredden.com 

June 1, 2020 

Re: Dispute with Baker Hughes Oilfield E&P Operating LLC, Baker Petrolite LLC and 
Lufkin Industries, Inc. 

William M. Getschow 
General Counsel 
Bruin E&P Operating, LLC 
602 Sawyer Street, Suite 710 
Houston, Texas 77007 

Dear William: 

The purpose of this letter is to set forth the terms of the engagement of Beck Redden LLP 
(the “Firm”) by Bruin E&P Operating, LLC (“Client”) for certain legal representation and 
consultation and the fee arrangement relating thereto.  This engagement does not create an 
attorney-client relationship with any other person or entity. 

Scope of the Engagement:  You have requested that the Firm undertake legal 
representation on behalf of Client in connection with the above-referenced matter.  The Firm 
agrees to accept and undertake this representation subject to the terms of this letter of 
engagement.  In the course of our representation, we expect to consult with Client and their 
representatives and advise you on behalf of Client with regard to this matter.  We will use our 
best efforts in representing Client, but we cannot guarantee that we will achieve a favorable 
outcome.   

Legal Fees:  In connection with the Firm’s representation, it is agreed that Client shall 
pay a reasonable legal fee in light of all the factors to be considered as a guide for determining 
reasonableness as set forth in the Code of Professional Responsibility.  It is further agreed that 
the reasonable fees to compensate for services rendered shall be the amount equal to the time 
expended multiplied by the normal hourly rate of each respective attorney and paralegal 
involved, plus all out of pocket expenses incurred.  The hourly rate of each attorney or paralegal 
varies depending on the skill and experience of each professional involved in the representation. 
Our hourly rates are subject to increases from time to time (usually on an annual basis) to 
account for skill and experience, inflationary trends and other usual factors.  At present, the 
persons in the Firm who will be working on this matter are as follows:  

Alex B. Roberts, Partner $440/hr  
Jake McClellan, Associate $440/hr 
Paralegal (as necessary) $240/hr 
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William M. Getschow 
June 1, 2020 
Page 2 

Invoices and Expenses:  It is our policy to forward invoices to clients for legal fees and 
expenses incurred on a monthly basis.  Our invoices are due and payable 30 days after receipt. 
Our invoices set forth the detail of legal services rendered, the person rendering the same, the 
date on which that service was rendered, and other details concerning out of pocket expenses or 
costs incurred.  Out of pocket expenses to be reimbursed by Client include, but are not limited to, 
printing and reproduction, certified documents, long distance telephone charges, travel, delivery 
and courier services, court filing fees, overtime charges for staff or clerical assistance, postage, 
electronic research, and other charges.  We bill expenses as soon as possible, but some expenses 
(such as online research) will not appear until a month or two after the expense is incurred. 

It is understood that Client may authorize the Firm upon oral or written instruction to 
retain any person, entity or association to perform necessary services related to our legal 
representation.  Such other persons, entities, or associations may include, but are not limited to, 
accountants, investigators, other professionals or experts and attorneys hired as co-counsel.  
Client shall in all instances be responsible for the fees and costs of such persons, entities or 
associations, and the Firm shall have no responsibility for such fees and costs.  Client may 
authorize the Firm to direct such other persons, entities, or associations to render invoices for 
services rendered and expenses advanced, either directly to Client or to the Firm, in which case 
such expenses will be included in our invoices and paid in accordance with this engagement 
letter. 

Termination:  Either Client or the Firm may terminate the engagement upon ten (10) days 
written notice for any reason, including nonpayment of legal fees.  All legal fees and expenses 
incurred prior to such termination date will become due and payable. 

Work Product; Document Retention Policy:  All of the Firm’s work product will be owned 
by the Firm.  Subject to the Firm’s obligations in the event of its withdrawal from representation, 
and further subject to situations beyond our control, the Firm shall attempt to retain and maintain 
a complete copy of the files of the Firm relative to its legal representation of Client’s interests, as 
solely determined by the Firm, for a period of six (6) years following the conclusion of such 
legal representation and during such time will allow the Client reasonable access to such files. 
After the expiration of the six years, such files may, at the Firm’s sole discretion and without 
notice to Client, be destroyed.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event of any termination of 
the engagement or the Firm’s withdrawal, Client will be promptly furnished a complete copy of 
the file for which the Firm was engaged including copies of the Firm’s work product. 

Paper Copies of Court Filings:  The Firm will store pleadings and other court filings 
prepared and received in connection with the above-referenced matter in electronic format. 
Unless instructed otherwise by Client in writing, the Firm will not retain paper copies of such 
pleadings or other court filings. 

Conflicts:  We have not at this time identified any conflict created by our representation 
of Client that would preclude us from representing Client.  If, in the course of our representation 
of Client, the Firm discovers and determines in its sole discretion that a conflict of interest exists, 
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Very truly yours, 

/s/ Alex B. Roberts 
Alex B. Roberts 
For Beck Redden LLP 

ABR:lh 

AGREED: 

William M. Getschow 
on behalf of Bruin E&P Operating, LLC 

William M. Getschow 
June 1, 2020 
Page 3 

the Firm will notify Client of such conflict.  Likewise, in the event that Client identifies an actual 
or potential conflict of interest, Client will promptly notify the Firm. 

Acknowledgment of Other Representation:  We represent many other companies, 
professionals, and individuals.  You understand and agree that, with the exception of matters (i) 
substantially related to this matter, or (ii) where confidential information you furnish us might be 
compromised, our appearance in this matter will not prevent or disqualify us from representing 
Client adverse to you or whose interests may conflict with yours in litigation, business, or other 
transactions. 

Governing Law:  The laws of the State of Texas shall govern the validity, construction, 
interpretation, and enforcement of this engagement letter.  This engagement letter contains the 
entire agreement between Client and the Firm regarding the matters described herein, and the 
fees, charges and expenses to be paid relative thereto, and supersedes all prior oral or written 
agreements in respect thereof.  The Client acknowledges that it is not relying upon any statement 
or representation by the Firm except the representations set forth in this engagement letter.  The 
Client is relying on its own judgment in entering into this agreement.  This engagement letter 
may only be amended in writing by Client and the Firm and our respective legal representatives, 
successors and assigns. 

State Bar Notice:  The State Bar of Texas requires that we advise you that the State Bar 
investigates and prosecutes professional misconduct committed by Texas attorneys.  Although 
not every complaint against or dispute with a lawyer involves professional misconduct, the State 
Bar’s Office of General Counsel will provide you with information about how to file a 
complaint.  Please call 1.800.932.1900 for more information. 

If this letter accurately reflects our agreement, please sign in the space provided below and 
return a copy to our office.  We look forward to working with you. 
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Fee Tables and Beck Redden Invoices 
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Summary of Hours Expended by Timekeeper 
 

Name Position Bar 
Admission 

Rate Hours 
Billed 

Fees 
Billed 

Alex B. Roberts Partner 2006  440.00 91.8 40,392.00 
Hannah L. Roblyer Associate 2017 440.00 16.6 7,304.00 
Hien T. Nguyen Paralegal  N/A 240.00 0.6 144.00 
Stacey F. Sinclair Paralegal N/A 240.00 0.3      72.00 
Patricia R. Schneller Paralegal  N/A 240.00 0.4      96.00 

Total    109.7 48,008.00 
 
 
 

Summary of Hours Expended by Category 
 

Cat. Hours Amount 
Retention and Fee Application 15.1 6,644.00 
Litigation: Baker Hughes Dispute 45.0 19,540.00 
Claims Administration and Objections 49.6 21,824.00 

 
 
 

Summary of Expenses for the Fee Period 
 

Expense Categories Amount 
Online Research 130.16 
In-house Photocopies 2.00 

Total 132.16 
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Client- 2364 00005 Invoice # 87542 PAGE 4

07/21/20 HLR L210 A103 1.60 hrs 440.00 /hr 704.00
Review and revise draft petition(Baker Hughes Dispute Litigation).

07/23/20 HLR L210 A103 5.80 hrs 440.00 /hr 2,552.00
Review and revise draft petition (4.0)(Baker Hughes Dispute Litigation); review
application to employ (1.8)(Employment and Fee Application).

07/23/20 PRS L110 A102 0.40 hrs 240.00 /hr 96.00
Search on Texas Secretary of State's database (.2); obtain corporate information
and analysis of information obtained (.1); forward to H. Roblyer for review
(.1)(Baker Hughes Dispute Litigation).

TOTAL FEES FOR THIS MATTER $24,328.00

EXPENSES Amount

07/31/20 E106 Computerized research performed 7.2020(WESTLAW) 54.95

07/31/20 E106 Computerized research performed 7.2020(WESTLAW) 75.21

TOTAL EXPENSES FOR THIS MATTER $130.16

BILLING SUMMARY:

$24,328.00

$130.16

$24,458.16

$24,458.16

TOTAL FEES 

TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL CHARGES FOR THIS INVOICE 

TOTAL DUE FOR THIS INVOICE 

Alex B. Roberts 33.10 hrs @ $440.00 /hr 14,564.00
Hannah L. Roblyer 0.30 hrs @ $400.00 /hr 120.00
Hannah L. Roblyer 21.70 hrs @ $440.00 /hr 9,548.00
Tricia R Schneller 0.40 hrs @ $240.00 /hr 96.00
Elisa J Wulfsberg 18.50 hrs @ $0.00 /hr 0.00

FEE RECAP TOTALS 74.00 hrs $24,328.00
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Beck Redden LLP
1221 McKinney Street, Suite 4500

Houston, TX 77010
(713) 951-3700

FED. I.D. #76-0355070

August 31, 2020

Billed through: 08/31/20

INVOICE #: 2364 - 00005 - 87541 ABR

Bruin E&P Operating, LLC
c/o William M. Getschow
General Counsel
602 Sawyer Street, Suite 710
Houston, TX  77007

Matter regarding Baker Hughes Oilfield E&P Operating LLC, Baker Petrolite LLC and Lufkin
Industries, Inc.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED

08/03/20 ABR L110 A101 2.20 hrs 440.00 /hr 968.00
Prepare for and participate in telephone conference with H. Kaplan, counsel for
Baker Hughes, B. Winger, et al regarding resolving claims between Baker
Hughes and Bruin and proposed procedure for same(.7).; numerous emails with
B. Winger, et al regarding  (.5); review and analysis
of various correspondence from Baker Hughes's counsel regarding same and
begin preparing response to same (1.0)(Baker Hughes Dispute Litigation).

08/05/20 HLR L210 A103 1.20 hrs 440.00 /hr 528.00
Correspond with A. Roberts regarding updated response letter (.2); begin
revising same (1.0)(Claims Administration and Objections).
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Customary And Comparable Compensation Disclosures With Fee Applications 
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EXHIBIT 3 
CUSTOMARY AND COMPARABLE COMPENSATION DISCLOSURES WITH FEE APPLICATIONS 

 

 
 

CATEGORY OF TIMEKEEPER 
 
TOTAL HOURS 

 
TOTAL FEES 

BLENDED HOURLY RATE 

 
BILLED IN THIS FEE 

APPLICATION 

BILLED OR COLLECTED FROM 

FIRM OR OFFICES FOR 

PRECEDING YEAR 
(Excluding Bankruptcy) 

Partner  91.8 $40,392.00 $440.00 $501.30 
Associate 16.6 $7,304.00 $440.00 $372.92 
Paralegal 1.3 $312.00 $240.00 $190.02 
All Timekeepers Aggregated: 109.7 $48,008.00 $437.63 $420.01* 

 
*This figure would be $478.18 if the proportional breakdown of hours respectively billed by partners, associates, and paralegals firmwide was adjusted to the 
proportional breakdown of work performed by partners, associates, and paralegals in this case. 
 
Case Name: BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC 
Case Number: 20‐33605 (MI) 
Applicant's Name: Beck Redden LLP 
Date of Application: October 15, 2020 
Interim or Final: Final 
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Summary of Timekeepers Included in this Fee Application 
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EXHIBIT 4 
SUMMARY OF TIMEKEEPERS INCLUDED IN THIS FEE APPLICATION 

NAME TITLE OR 

POSITION

DEPARTMENT, 

GROUP, OR 

SECTION

DATE OF FIRST 

ADMISSION

FEES BILLED IN 

THIS APPLICATION

HOURS BILLED IN 

THIS APPLICATION

HOURLY RATE 

BILLED IN THIS 

APPLICATION

HOURLY RATE 

BILLED IN FIRST 

INTERIM 

APPLICATION

NUMBER OF RATE 

INCREASES  SINCE 

CASE INCEPTION

Alex B. Roberts Partner Litigation 11/3/2006 $ 40,392.00 91.8 $ 440.00 None 
Hannah L. Roblyer Associate Litigation 11/3/2017 $ 7,304.00 16.6 $ 440.00 None
Hien T. Nguyen Paralegal Litigation N/A $ 144.00 0.6 $ 240.00 None 
Stacey F. Sinclair Paralegal  Litigation N/A $ 72.00 0.3 $ 240.00 None
Patricia R. Schneller Paralegal Litigation N/A $ 96.00 0.4 $ 240.00 None 

Total $ 48,008.00               109.70 

Case Name: BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC 
Case Number: 20‐33605 (MI) 
Applicant's Name: Beck Redden LLP 
Date of Application: October 15, 2020 
Interim or Final: Final 
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EXHIBIT 5 
BUDGET 

Beck Redden LLP did not submit a budget table for this matter.  However, Beck Redden and the 
Debtors discussed a budget of  $125,000  in  fees  for  the  four‐month period between  July  1,  2020 and 
October 1, 2020.  

PROJECT CATEGORY ESTIMATED HOURS ESTIMATED FEES 

Case Name: BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC 
Case Number: 20‐33605 (MI) 
Applicant's Name: Beck Redden LLP 
Date of Application: October 15, 2020 
Interim or Final: Final 
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Exhibit 6 

Summary of Compensation Requested by Project Category 
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EXHIBIT 6 
SUMMARY OF COMPENSATION REQUESTED BY PROJECT CATEGORY 

PROJECT CATEGORY HOURS 

BUDGETED 
FEES 

BUDGETED 
HOURS BILLED FEES SOUGHT 

Retention and Fee Applications  15.1 $6,644.00 

Litigation: Baker Hughes Dispute  45.0 $19,540.00 

Claims Administration and Objections  49.6 $21,824.00 

Total 109.7 $48,008.00

Case Name: BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC 
Case Number: 20‐33605 (MI) 
Applicant's Name: Beck Redden LLP 
Date of Application: October 15, 2020 
Interim or Final: Final 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 

 )  

In re: ) Chapter 11 

 )  

BRUIN E&P PARTNERS, LLC, et al.,
1
 ) Case No. 20-33605 (MI) 

 )  

 ) (Jointly Administered) 

    Debtors. )  

 ) Re: Docket No.   

ORDER GRANTING BECK REDDEN LLP’S 

 FIRST AND FINAL FEE APPLICATION FOR ALLOWANCE AND PAYMENTS OF 

FEES AND EXPENSES AS SPECIAL LITIGATION COUNSEL TO THE DEBTORS 

FOR THE PERIOD FROM JULY 17, 2020 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2020 

CAME ON FOR CONSIDERATION, the First and Final Fee Application for Allowance 

and Payment of Fees and Expenses as Special Litigation Counsel to the Debtors for the Period 

July 17, 2020 Through August 31, 2020 (the “Application”) filed by Beck Redden LLP, and the 

Court having reviewed the Application, the matters contained therein and exhibits thereto, and 

being of the opinion that the fees and expenses incurred should be allowed and paid by the Debtors, 

it is therefore 

ORDERED, that Beck Redden LLP is hereby allowed final compensation for attorneys’ 

fees in the amount of $48,008.00 incurred from July 17, 2020 Through August 31, 2020; it is 

further 

ORDERED, that Beck Redden LLP is hereby allowed reimbursement of final expenses in 

the amount of $132.16; it is further 

                                                 
1  A complete list of each of the Debtors in these chapter 11 cases may be obtained on the website of the Debtors’ 

claims and noticing agent at http://omniagentsolutions.com/bruin.  The location of Debtor Bruin E&P Partners, 

LLC’s principal place of business and the Debtors’ service address in these chapter 11 cases is 602 Sawyer Street, 

Suite 710, Houston, Texas 77007. 
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ORDERED, that the Debtors are authorized to pay to Beck Redden LLP the requested fees 

and expenses approved herein. 

Signed:  

_______________________________________ 

MARVIN ISGUR 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE 
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