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Ashleigh A. Danker (CASB No. 138419) 
ashleigh.danker@dinsmore.com 
DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP 
550 S. Hope Street, Suite 1765 
Los Angeles, CA  90071 
Tel:  (213) 335-7737 

 
[Proposed] Counsel to the Chapter 7 Trustee,   
Peter J. Mastan 
 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA- LOS ANGELES DIVISION 

 
In re: 
 
CHINESEINVESTORS.COM, INC.,  
 
 Debtor. 

 Case No. 2:20-bk-15501-ER  
 
Chapter 7 
 
APPLICATION PURSUANT TO 11 U.S.C.  
§ 327(a) FOR ORDER AUTHORIZING 
THE EMPLOYMENT OF DINSMORE & 
SHOHL LLP AS GENERAL 
BANKRUPTCY COUNSEL FOR 
CHAPTER 7 TRUSTEE PETER J. 
MASTAN; DECLARATION OF 
ASHLEIGH A. DANKER IN SUPPORT 
THEREOF  

Date:   [No Hearing Required] 
Time:   
Place:   
Judge:  Hon. Ernest M. Robles  
 

 

Peter J. Mastan, the Chapter 7 Trustee (the "Trustee") for the bankruptcy estate (the 

"Estate") of ChineseInvestors.com, Inc. (the "Debtor") in the above-captioned bankruptcy case 

(the "Case"), hereby applies to the Court (the “Application”) for an order authorizing his 

employment of Dinsmore & Shohl LLP (“Dinsmore” or the “Firm”) as general bankruptcy 

Case 2:20-bk-15501-ER    Doc 334    Filed 02/16/21    Entered 02/16/21 09:35:37    Desc
Main Document      Page 1 of 33



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

 

2 
17424474.1 
 

counsel, effective as of February 1, 2021.  This Application is brought pursuant to 11 U.S.C. 

§ 327(a), with compensation to be determined pursuant to 11 U.S.C. §§ 330 and 331, Rule 

2014(a) of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure (the “Bankruptcy Rules”), and Rule 2014-

1(b) of the Local Bankruptcy Rules of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Central District 

of California (the “Local Bankruptcy Rules”).  In support of this Application, the Trustee submits 

the attached declaration of Ashleigh A. Danker (the “Danker Declaration”) and respectfully 

represents: 

 

I.  

INTRODUCTION 

On June 18, 2020 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtor filed a voluntary petition under Chapter 

11 of Title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq. (the “Bankruptcy Code”).   A 3-

member unsecured creditors’ committee (the “Committee”) was appointed by the United States 

Trustee on July 13, 2020.  ECF No. 63.  The Committee subsequently retained Weintraub & Selth 

APC (ECF No. 153) as counsel.  

Pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 163) entered on August 28, 2020, the Court approved the 

appointment of Howard Grobstein as Chapter 11 examiner (the “Examiner”).  The Examiner filed 

his report with the Court on January 4, 2021 (ECF No. 281, the “Examiner Report”).  Among other 

things, the Examiner recommended the appointment of a Chapter 11 trustee and identified a 

number of potential transfers to insiders and others to be investigated.  ECF No. 281.   

Pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 310, the “Conversion Order”) entered on January 25, 2021 

(the “Conversion Date”), the Case was converted to Chapter 7.  Mr. Mastan was appointed 

pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 312) entered on January 27, 2021.   

The Debtor is a public company, formerly traded via the over-the-counter market (“OTC”) 

and now traded via the pink sheets.  Its primary assets appear to be a database of over 2000 paid 

subscribers to the Debtor’s financial information website(s) and the related intellectual property, 

including its domain name and website(s) (chineseinvestors.com and chinesefn.com).  The 

website(s) provided information to its subscribers, primarily in China, about U.S. equity and 

Case 2:20-bk-15501-ER    Doc 334    Filed 02/16/21    Entered 02/16/21 09:35:37    Desc
Main Document      Page 2 of 33



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

 

3 
17424474.1 
 

financial markets, as well as other financial markets.  The Debtor also wholly or partially owns 

interests in nine (9) non-debtor companies.  For varying reasons, these interests appear to be of 

little or no value to the Estate. 

The Debtor maintained its headquarters in San Gabriel, California and, in late 2000, 

established offices (the “Representative Office”) in Shanghai, People’s Republic of China 

(“PRC”), where it fulfilled most of its support services.  On February 8, 2021, the Trustee filed a 

Notice of his intention to abandon the Estate’s ownership interest in the assets of the 

Representative Office along with its ownership interest in one of the Debtor’s non-debtor 

subsidiaries (Newcoins168.com Digital Media Technology Ltd (“Newcoins-China”)) also located 

in the PRC. 

II.  

JURISDICTION 

The Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 157 and 1334.  

Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409.  This is a core proceeding pursuant to 

28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2).  The relief requested herein is authorized by Section 327(a) of the 

Bankruptcy Code and Bankruptcy Rule 2014. 

III.  

EMPLOYMENT OF GENERAL BANKRUPTCY COUNSEL 

By this Application, the Trustee seeks the entry of an order pursuant to Section 327(a) of 

the Bankruptcy Code approving the retention and employment of Dinsmore as his general 

bankruptcy counsel as of February 1, 2021 to perform the legal services that will be necessary 

during this Case.   

A. Dinsmore Qualifications 

The Trustee seeks to retain Dinsmore because: (i) Dinsmore has extensive experience in 

bankruptcy, liquidations, reorganizations, and other areas of law, applicable to the Case; (ii) 

Dinsmore is highly experienced in representing trustees in both Chapter 11 and Chapter 7 

bankruptcy cases; and (iii) and the Trustee believes that Dinsmore is well qualified to represent 

the Trustee in the Case as his counsel.  This Case largely involves the sale of the Debtor’s 
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subscriber database, website(s), and intellectual property related to its website(s) and investigation 

and potential recovery of the questionable transfers identified in the Examiner Report.  The 

Trustee believes that Dinsmore will provide its experience with respect to bankruptcy, business, 

sale of assets, consumer privacy, securities compliance, investigation, litigation, and other 

relevant issues and will act as counsel for the Trustee in a cost-effective manner.   

Dinsmore and its lawyers represent a valuable resource upon which the Trustee may draw 

for assistance in such legal matters as: bankruptcies, intellectual property, consumer privacy, 

securities compliance, business litigation, commercial transactions, real estate matters, property of 

the estate issues, debtor/creditor rights, and defending and prosecuting federal and state civil 

claims of all kinds.  The Trustee submits that the ability to draw on such resources makes 

Dinsmore especially qualified to serve as his counsel. 

Ashleigh A. Danker will be the lawyer at Dinsmore with primary responsibility for this 

engagement.  She will be supported by other professionals, including, as needed, those with 

expertise in securities compliance, consumer privacy, and labor and employment, or if there are 

economic efficiencies to be gained thereby.  The Trustee has been advised that pursuant to Rule 

2014(b) of the Bankruptcy Rules, Court approval of the employment of Dinsmore constitutes 

employment approval for all of the lawyers at the firm.  The Trustee has been informed that Ms. 

Danker and the lawyers of Dinsmore who will be primarily involved in the Case, are members in 

good standing of the Bar of the State of California and/or the federal bar, and all attorneys who 

will appear before this Court are members in good standing of this Court.  Dinsmore intends to 

use paraprofessionals, supervised by Ms. Danker whenever efficient and cost-effective to do so.   

After due consideration and deliberation, the Trustee has concluded that his interests and 

the interests of the Estate and its creditors would be served best by the employment of Dinsmore, 

as general counsel to render such legal services as are necessary and appropriate in connection 

with the matters set forth herein and to render such additional legal services as may be required 

from time to time during the pendency of this Case. 

Subject to the Danker Declaration, attached hereto and the disclosures contained therein, 

Dinsmore has informed the Trustee that Dinsmore does not hold or represent any interest adverse 
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to the Trustee.  In addition, to the best of the Trustee’s knowledge, no partner or employee of 

Dinsmore holds or represents any interest adverse to the Estate, and Dinsmore is “disinterested” 

within the meaning of Section 101(14).  The connections of Dinsmore to the Debtor, any known 

creditors of the Debtor, the Estate, the Trustee, the United States Trustee, any person employed by 

the United States Trustee, or any other known party in interest, including their respective 

attorneys, are set forth in the Danker Declaration.  See Danker Declaration, ¶¶ 4-7. 

 

B. Necessity for Employment 

The Trustee believes it is necessary to retain counsel to render legal services relating to the 

day-to-day administration of this Case, as applicable, and disposition of the Estate’s assets, 

including the following, as applicable: 

1. Primarily assisting with the sale of the subscriber database and 

website(s) and related intellectual property owned by the Estate; 

2. Preparing on behalf of the Trustee necessary motions, applications, 

answers, orders, reports, and other pleadings in connection with the administration of the Estate or 

as required by this Court or otherwise pursuant to the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, 

and the Local Bankruptcy Rules; 

3. Representing the Trustee at hearings regarding or affecting the Debtor or 

the Estate; 

4. Investigation of the Debtor and its financial affairs;  

5. Prosecuting and defending litigated matters that may arise during the 

Case;  

6. Advising the Trustee with respect to matters in the Case; 

7. Advising the Trustee with respect to the claims (and claims objections) 

asserted in the Case;  

8. Commencing, conducting, advising or assisting in the same as 

applicable, any and all litigation or other action necessary or appropriate to assert rights held by 

the Estate or the Debtor, or protect or recover assets of the Estate or the Debtor; 
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9. Representing the Trustee with respect to sales of assets of the Estate, 

including the subscriber database;  

10. Providing counseling with respect to legal matters which may arise 

during the pendency of the Case; and 

11. Performing all other legal services that are necessary for the efficient 

and economic administration of the Case. 

 

IV.  

APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT EFFECTIVE AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2021  IS 

APPROPRIATE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE CASE 

The Trustee retained Dinsmore as his legal counsel on February 1, 2021, and requests 

that the Firm’s employment be made effective in the Case as of that date.  See In re Miller, 620 

B.R. 637, 642 (Bankr. E.D. Cal. 2020) (quoting Atkins v. Wain, Samuel & Co., 69 F.3d 970, 973 

(9th Cir. 1995): “[t]he bankruptcy courts in this circuit possess the equitable power to approve 

retroactively a professional's valuable but unauthorized services."); In re Mahoney, Trocki & 

Associates, 54 B.R. 823, 826 (Bankr. S.D. Cal. 1985). Based on the foregoing, this Application is 

timely filed within thirty (30) days of the date the Trustee retained Dinsmore for this Case. 

  

V.  

COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES 

The Trustee proposes to pay Dinsmore its customary hourly rates in effect from time to 

time as set forth below, plus reimbursement of actual, necessary expenses incurred by the firm.  

Dinsmore’s rates are competitive in Los Angeles, Orange County and San Diego, California 

among other attorneys with similar skills, experience, and experience—and often lower.  

Dinsmore intends to apply to the Court for allowance of such compensation and reimbursement of 

expenses in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy 

Rules, the Local Bankruptcy Rules, the standing orders of this Court, and the guidelines, 

practices, and customs of the United States Trustee. 
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Dinsmore has advised the Trustee that the firm may seek interim compensation during this 

Case as permitted by applicable sections of the Bankruptcy Code, including Sections 330 and 331 

and the applicable Local Bankruptcy Rules. 

  Based upon the Danker Declaration, the Trustee believes that no agreement or 

understanding exists between Dinsmore and any other entity for sharing compensation to be 

received for services rendered in, or in connection with, the Case. 

A. Fees 

The rates for this Case for some of the primary lawyers and paraprofessionals expected to 

be involved in this Case are as follows:  

 

Name Title Hourly Rate 

Ashleigh A. Danker - Bankruptcy Counsel $530.00 

Thomas D. Flanigan - Corporate Partner $435.00 

David J. Lavan - Securities Partner $655.00 

Ryan M. Trombley - Bankruptcy Associate $325.00 

 

The above attorneys’ biographies are attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

The Trustee understands that these billing rates are generally updated on or about 

January 1 of each year, but that the above rates will remain consistent in the case through 

December 31, 2019.  For other professionals, the rate will be the hourly rate generally in effect for 

the period during which the services were rendered.  Because the fees are based on hourly rates 

and correspond to the experience and expertise of each individual, the terms and conditions of 

Dinsmore’s employment are reasonable.    

  

B. Reimbursement of Expenses 

In addition to the hourly rates set forth above, Dinsmore customarily charges its clients for 

items of cost and expense incurred in our work on this matter.  Items which will be charged 

separately include copying, messenger services, filing fees, postage and express services, long 
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distance telephone calls, telecopying, computerized legal research, computer-assisted document

preparation, support staff overtime when necessary, and similar items. Dinsmore intends to apply

to the Court for allowance of such compensation and reimbursement of expenses in accordance

with the applicable provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, the Local

Bankruptcy Rules, the standing orders of this Court, and the guidelines, practices and customs of

the U.S. Trustee. Most costs are reimbursed at actual cost to the Firm. Black and white copies

are reimbursed at $0.15 per page and color copies at $0.75 per page. Where appropriate,

Dinsmore may engage third-party providers to perform specific services.

VI.

CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, the Trustee respectfully requests that this Court enter an order

authorizing him to employ Dinsmore, as general bankruptcy counsel, as more fully described

herein, effective as of February 1, 2021 for the Case, with compensation to be paid as an

administrative expense in such amounts as this Court may hereinafter allow and order paid.

Dated: February  r i  , 2021

Prepared and submitted by:

DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP

By:  /s/ Ashleigh A. Danker 
Ashleigh A. Danker

[Proposed] Counsel to the Chapter 7 Trustee,
Peter J. Mastan

P(ter rcITstan, Chapter 7 Trustee

8
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DECLARATION OF ASHLEIGH A. DANKER 

 

I, Ashleigh A. Danker, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney admitted to practice before this Court and the courts of this State.  I 

am Counsel in the law firm Dinsmore & Shohl LLP (“Dinsmore” or the “Firm”), proposed general 

counsel for Peter J. Mastan, the Chapter 7 trustee (the “Trustee” or “Mr. Mastan”) of the 

bankruptcy estate (the “Estate”) of Chineseinvestors.com (the “Debtors”).  I submit this 

declaration (“Declaration”) in support of the Application Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 327(a) For 

Order Authorizing the Retention and Employment of Dinsmore & Shohl LLP as General 

Bankruptcy Counsel for Chapter 7 Trustee Peter J. Mastan to which this declaration is attached 

(the “Application”).  The facts stated below are personally known to me, except as expressly stated 

otherwise.  If called as a witness, I could and would competently testify to the truth of such facts.  

Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein have the same meanings ascribed to them in the 

Application. 

2. On June 18, 2020 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtor filed a voluntary petition under 

Chapter 11 of Title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq. (the “Bankruptcy 

Code”).   A 3-member unsecured creditors’ committee (the “Committee”) was appointed by the 

United States Trustee on July 13, 2020.  ECF No. 63.  The Committee subsequently retained 

Weintraub & Selth APC (ECF No. 153) as counsel.  

3. Pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 163) entered on August 28, 2020, the Court 

approved the appointment of Howard Grobstein as Chapter 11 examiner (the “Examiner”).  The 

Examiner filed his report with the Court on January 4, 2021 (ECF No. 281, the “Examiner 

Report”).  Among other things, the Examiner recommended the appointment of a Chapter 11 

trustee and identified a number of potential transfers to insiders and others to be investigated.  ECF 

No. 281.   

4. Pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 310, the “Conversion Order”) entered on January 

25, 2021 (the “Conversion Date”), the Case was converted to Chapter 7.  Mr. Mastan was 

appointed pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 312) entered on January 27, 2021.   
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5. The Trustee seeks to retain and employ Dinsmore as the Trustee’s general 

bankruptcy counsel in the Case effective as of February 1, 2021.  My hourly rate is $530.00.   

6. To the best of my knowledge, information and belief, neither the Firm, nor any of 

its partners has any interest in the bankruptcy estate of the Debtors, except as otherwise set forth 

herein.  Nor do any of its partners or associates represent any interest adverse to the Trustee or the 

bankruptcy estate in connection with the Case with respect to the matters for which the Firm is to 

be employed, except as otherwise set forth herein. 

7. The Firm is a large, prestigious firm which has been serving United States 

communities since 1908 in some form.  As is common in a large firm, representing hundreds of 

thousands of clients over the years, the Firm has represented clients who have or may have some 

connection to parties involved in the Case.  At my direction or the direction of other attorneys at 

the Firm, the Firm has performed a search in its computerized conflict resolution system for the 

Debtors, the creditors listed on the Debtors’ Schedules on file in the Case, and other parties in 

interest as noted by the record in the Case.  I, or other attorneys at the Firm, will supplement this 

Declaration with any necessary disclosures of further connections with creditors and other parties 

of interest in the Case from time to time as such information becomes available and as appropriate 

under the relevant circumstances, all in accordance with applicable law and rules. 

8. Based upon my review of the results of the above-described inquiry and conflict 

check (and any and all knowledge I have apart from the results thereof) thus far, the Firm, to the 

best of my knowledge and belief, does not hold or represent any interest adverse to the Trustee, the 

creditors in the Case, the Debtors’ bankruptcy estate, or in connection with the Case, except as set 

forth below, and is a “disinterested person” as that term is defined in Section 101(14) of the 

Bankruptcy Code. 

9. Consistent with Bankruptcy Rule 2014, I am disclosing the “connections” that the 

Firm may have to the Trustee, the Debtors, the Estate, the known creditors or other parties in 

interest in the Case, any of their respective attorneys and accountants, the United States Trustee or 

any employee of that office, and have adopted a broad definition of the word “connection.”  

Subject to this Declaration, the connections identified through the described inquiry involve 
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entities or persons that are clients of or former clients of the Firm, adverse parties to clients of the 

Firm, or otherwise involved parties, in each case in unrelated matters, all of which are discussed 

below: 

a. Connections with the Trustee.  Mr. Mastan is a Chapter 7 Panel Trustee 

for Region 16 of the United States Trustee Program (the “Panel”) and also a member of the Firm.  

I do not believe that the Firm is presently involved in any matter in which it is adverse to the 

Trustee in his role in the Case, or in any other matter.  The Firm currently serves as counsel to Mr. 

Mastan in his fiduciary capacity in other, unrelated cases; the Firm may, in the future, serve as 

counsel to Mr. Mastan in his fiduciary capacity in other, unrelated cases; and, in the future, Mr. 

Mastan or Dinsmore may represent one or more attorneys at the Firm who are serving as a trustee 

or other fiduciary in a matter.  Like Mr. Mastan, other attorneys at the Firm are or may from time 

to time be members of the Panel and/or serve as trustees in other cases before the Court.  The Firm 

may, in the future, be involved in cases in which Mr. Mastan or his affiliates (e.g. Dinsmore) may 

be a creditor or retained by a party in interest.  Attorneys at the Firm may have had matters 

adverse, or were otherwise involved, in cases in which Mr. Mastan was involved in his fiduciary 

capacity or as a lawyer or advisor to a party in interest; such cases are unrelated to the Debtor’s 

Case.  Attorneys at the Firm socialize with the Trustee from time to time.  For conflicts of interest 

purposes, I do not believe the foregoing representations or involvement with the Trustee poses any 

conflict of interest or “disinterestedness” issues.  These matters are unrelated to the Debtor, the 

Debtor’s bankruptcy estate or other parties in the Case. These matters do not raise any conflict or 

disinterestedness issues; nevertheless, because Rule 2014 requests “connections,” they are 

disclosed herein.   

b. Connections with the Debtor.  None known. 

c. Connections with Creditors and Parties in Interest:  Because of its size 

and its tenure in this community and throughout the country, it is inevitable that one or more 

creditors or parties in interest in the Case are or may be clients of the Firm.  However, no creditor 

in the Case has retained the Firm, or is a Firm client, in this matter adverse to the Debtor, the 

bankruptcy estate or the Trustee in the Case.  Each of the creditors or their affiliates listed on 
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Exhibit 2 hereto, are or may be clients of the Firm, or may be adverse or otherwise involved in 

matters unrelated to the Case and unrelated to the Debtors, the bankruptcy estate, the Trustee or 

any other party in interest in the Case with respect to the Case, except as set forth herein.  For 

conflicts of interest purposes, I believe these representations do not pose any conflict of interest.  

However, where a party in interest in the Case is a client of the Firm, the Firm shall not take any 

action directly adverse to such party on behalf of the Trustee, absent an executed written conflict 

waiver from such client and subsequent disclosure to this Court and parties in interest, if required.  

In no circumstances will the Firm represent these clients, or client related parties, adverse to the 

Debtors or the Trustee in the Case.   

  In addition, with respect to the clients listed on Exhibit 2 and/or one or 

more of their affiliates, the Firm may represent parties to which these clients and/or one or more of 

their affiliates are otherwise associated, in one or more matters unrelated to the Debtors, the 

Trustee, the bankruptcy estate, or the Case.  The Firm may, from time to time, accept new cases 

from these clients and/or one or more of their affiliates unrelated to the Debtor, the Trustee with 

respect to the Case, the bankruptcy estate, or the Case.  The Firm does not possess any material or 

confidential information related to these clients and/or their affiliates that prevents the Firm from 

representing the Trustee in the Case.  For conflicts of interest purposes, I believe that none of these 

representations poses a conflict of interest issue.  I believe no waiver of any potential conflict of 

interest from any of these clients and/or one or more of their affiliates is necessary as of this time.  

If at any point such a waiver is necessary, I expect that each affected entity and/or affiliates would 

execute any waiver as presented, or in the highly unlikely case that such a waiver is both required 

and not granted, it is anticipated that the Trustee will retain special counsel.  As of this time, none 

of these matters raise any conflict or disinterestedness issues; nevertheless, because Rule 2014 

requires “connections,” they are disclosed herein.    

d. Connections with Other Counsel or Professionals in the Case.  Members 

of the Firm have been, are, or may in the future be, involved in other matters in which Mr. Mastan, 

his law firm (Dinsmore & Shohl LLP), or other professionals, as well as other professionals 
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representing other parties in interest in the Case have been, are, or may be involved.  These 

connections have no impact on the Firm’s representation in the Case.  

e. United States Trustee and Judiciary.  I, and other attorneys of the Firm, 

have had many cases with the Central District of California Offices of the United States Trustee 

over the years, and we know many people in these offices personally.  One or more partners or 

other attorneys at the Firm may have worked in the office of the U.S. Trustee (but to my 

knowledge, not the Central District of California) before joining the Firm or may have or have had 

familial relationships with one or more of the attorneys in the Office of the U.S. Trustee, although 

as noted, to my knowledge, not within the Central District of California.     

 Other attorneys in the Firm also serve as appointed trustees in other cases.   

 On or about July 1, 2017, the Hon. Peter W. Bowie, former Chief Judge for 

the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California, joined Dinsmore as Of 

Counsel.  

 Attorneys at the Firm may have been, and from time to time may be, 

panelists on seminars that may include members of the Office of the United States Trustee or 

judges of the Court, and may attend seminars or meetings of organizations which are also attended 

by members of the Office of the United States Trustee or judges of the Court.  

f.  Connections in Other Bankruptcy Cases.  Dinsmore has a long 

history of representing trustees, Debtors, official creditor's committees, creditors, and other parties 

in interest in bankruptcy cases.  Because of the nature of the bankruptcy business community, it is 

common for the same party to appear as a creditor or contract party of more than one debtor.  The 

creditors or parties in interest set forth on Exhibit 2 attached hereto and/or one or more of such 

creditors’ affiliates, or affiliates of parties in interest, as such affiliates were identified through the 

conflicts search described above, appear, at one time or another, to have surfaced as creditors (or 

as otherwise adverse) in one or more matters in which the Firm represented and/or currently 

represents a trustee, a debtor or a committee, and in which the Firm's representation would have 

been or is technically adverse to such parties. The Firm is involved or may be involved in several 

bankruptcy matters in which creditors, contract parties or other parties in interest and/or their 
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affiliates (including as described above) are a creditor or a contract party or otherwise involved and 

the Firm has represented parties that are adverse to these entities and/or their affiliates in matters 

unrelated to the Debtors, the Trustee, the bankruptcy estate, or other parties in the Case. 

g. Adverse Representation in Non-Bankruptcy Cases.  Dinsmore has a long 

history of representing clients in litigation, transactions and other matters throughout the United 

States.  Because of the nature of the business, it is not uncommon for creditors or adversaries of 

the Debtors or the bankruptcy estate to also be adversaries of unrelated Firm clients in unrelated 

matters.  The Firm appears to have represented or represents one or more creditors or parties 

and/or one or more of such creditors’ or parties’ in interest affiliates, as such affiliates were 

identified through the conflicts search described above in one or more non-bankruptcy matters 

where such parties are adverse to one or more of the creditors or parties in interest as set forth on 

Exhibit 2 attached hereto.  Any such matters are unrelated to the Debtor, the Trustee with respect 

to the Case, the bankruptcy estate, or other parties in the Case.  None of these matters raise any 

conflict or disinterestedness issues.     

10. Subject to the Court’s approval, the Firm will charge the Trustee and the 

bankruptcy estate for its legal services on an hourly basis and shall seek payment from the 

bankruptcy estate.  Set forth in the Application are the hourly rates the Firm will charge for legal 

services of its professionals who will initially perform services in the Case.  For other 

professionals, the rate will be the hourly rate generally in effect for the period during which the 

services are rendered.  Because the fees are based on hourly rates and correspond to the experience 

and expertise of each individual, I believe that these rates, and the terms and conditions of the 

Firm’s employment, are reasonable.  These rates are subject to adjustment, historically on or about 

January 1 of each year.  

11. In addition to the hourly rates set forth in the Application, the Firm customarily 

charges its clients for items of cost and expense incurred in our work on this matter.  Items which 

will be charged separately include copying, messenger services, filing fees, postage and express 

services, long distance telephone calls, telecopying, computerized legal research, computer-

assisted document preparation, support staff overtime when necessary, and similar items.  Most 
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costs are reimbursed at actual cost to the Firm.  Black and white copies are reimbursed at $0.15 per 

page and color copies at $0.75 per page.  Where appropriate, we may engage third-party providers 

to perform specific services.  As with our hourly rates, the cost and expense schedule is generally 

updated on January 1 of each year.  Subject to the Bankruptcy Code, Bankruptcy Rules, any 

applicable fee guidelines and this Court's order(s), the Firm will be seeking reimbursement of 

charges incurred on behalf of the Trustee and the bankruptcy estate during the Case.  The Firm 

understands that approval of the employment herein is not a per se approval of any such expense, 

and that all parties may respond to the Firm’s charge of any expense at the time of a fee application 

containing such expense. 

12. The Firm has neither shared nor agreed to share any of the compensation it receives 

from the Case with any person other than to share this compensation among its partners and 

employees.   

13. The Firm has not received a retainer in connection to its proposed representation of 

the Trustee. 

14. The Firm agrees not to accept compensation for services rendered in the Case 

except upon order of the Court. 

15. Based upon the foregoing, I believe that the Firm is eligible for employment and 

retention by the Trustee pursuant to the Bankruptcy Code and the applicable Bankruptcy Rules. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States, that the foregoing is 

true and correct. 

 

Dated:  February 16, 2021                   /s/ Ashleigh A. Danker 
                           Ashleigh A. Danker 
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Ashleigh A. Danker
Of Counsel
ashleigh.danker@dinsmore.com

Los Angeles, CA
Tel: (213) 335-7749

Ashleigh is a corporate attorney with experience representing a variety of debtors-in-possession, chapter 7 and 

chapter 11 trustees, creditors’ committees, secured creditors, and other parties in complex chapter 7 and chapter 

11 cases. She also represents businesses and creditors in out-of-court workouts, including negotiating and 

documenting the restructuring of secured debt, negotiating and documenting settlements of lawsuits, and advising

parties on the cost/benefit of various business strategies.

Services

• Corporate & Transactional

• Bankruptcy & Restructuring

Education

• University of Southern California  (J.D., 1988)

• Duke University  (B.A., magna cum laude, 1985)

Bar Admissions

• California

Court Admissions

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

• U.S. District Court for the Central District of California

• U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California

• U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California

• U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California
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Thomas D. Flanigan
Partner
thomas.flanigan@dinsmore.com

Lexington, KY
Tel: (859) 425-1016

Tom is a corporate attorney who uniquely understands the needs and challenges of business owners and 

entrepreneurs, because he is one. He knows first-hand the obstacles to growing a successful business, which 

enables him to focus on helping his business clients grow and succeed and sets him apart from the typical 

corporate attorney.

Whether working with a startup, becoming involved with a growth-by-acquisition plan with a new client, working on

a real property leasing or debt financing, or formulating and executing an exit plan, Tom brings his experience in 

the business world and business law to each client as they work together to obtain the best outcome for the 

present situation and years to come. He understands preparing for the businesses entire lifecycle is just as 

important as the issues presenting challenges today.

Tom offers a full range of corporate legal services, including working with clients on a wide variety of transactional 

and business matters, negotiating and closing sales and purchases of businesses and business assets, raising 

capital through commercial and private sources, and negotiating and drafting a range of transactional, financial 

and operating contracts. Previously a litigator, he recognizes the potential for litigation matters and works diligently

to keep his clients out of court.

In addition, he represents clients in many different industries, including natural resources, such as coal, oil, and 

gas; automotive; banking; hospitality; beer, wine, and spirits; health care; telecommunications; and land 

development.

Tom offers clients and potential clients a business growth assessment designed to help businesses take stock of 

where they are and identify where and how they want to grow. He then offers strategies or pathways to help them 

attain that growth. After a short interview designed to learn the current business and the goals and challenges of 

its owners or managers, he and his team review financials, agreements, and other relevant data, which enables 

them to generate several strategies the business can undertake itself or with outside professional help. He can 

even help make connections with the appropriate professionals to put the plan into action and work toward new 

successes.

Services
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• Corporate & Transactional

• Mergers & Acquisitions

Education

• Brandeis School of Law at the University of Louisville  (J.D., 2000)

o Brandeis Law Journal, articles editor

o National Moot Court team

• University of Kentucky  (B.S., 1995)

o Political Science

Bar Admissions

• Kentucky

Court Admissions

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit

• U.S. Tax Court

• U.S. District Court for the Western District of Kentucky

• U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky

Affiliations/Memberships

• Kentucky Bar Association

• Fayette County Bar Association

• Lexington Children’s Theatre, Board of Directors
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David J. Lavan
Partner
david.lavan@dinsmore.com

Washington, D.C.
Tel: (202) 372-9122

David is a former special counsel in the Division of Corporation Finance of the U.S. Securities and Exchange 

Commission (SEC).

He focuses his practice on all aspects of SEC registration, reporting and compliance. He advises clients on public 

and private offerings of debt and equity, disclosure matters, corporate governance and accounting issues. As a 

former government bond broker, David provides clients with unique insights into the financial marketplace, 

counseling them on transactional and regulatory matters, as well as litigation. He represents both public and 

private companies, as well as independent board and committee members, investment banks, private equity 

funds and other financial institutions. He also represents public companies, investment banks, and broker-dealers

facing a variety of corporate and market crises, as well as SEC investigations.

He has experience advising clients regarding foreign direct investment matters, including US foreign ownership 

restrictions and, in particular, providing representation in the clearance of proposed business combinations 

potentially affecting national security—the review process conducted by the interagency Committee on Foreign 

Investment in the United States, or CFIUS, under the Exon-Florio provisions of the Defense Production Act of 

1950, as amended by the Foreign Investment and National Security Act of 2007. He regularly assists clients in 

mitigating foreign ownership, control or influence (FOCI) as may be required by CFIUS or U.S. national industrial 

security regulations. David has experience guiding foreign investors and U.S. companies alike through CFIUS 

proceedings, having provided CFIUS advice in connection with transactions across a range of sectors, including 

energy, communications, technology and manufacturing. In addition, he represents clients in navigating the 

various embargoes administered by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC).

David is a respected authority on SEC issues, and is recognized as a go-to on the Jumpstart Our Business 

Startups (JOBS) Act of 2012. He is particularly well-known in the area of crowdfunding, advising issuers and 

crowdfunding website operators regarding related securities law compliance issues and is frequently sought to 

speak, write and comment about developments in the evolving crowdfunding market.

Services

• Corporate & Transactional
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• Public Finance

• Venture Capital/Private Equity

• Government Relations

• International Business

• Capital Markets

• Private Placements

• Public Company Reporting, Compliance & Governance

• Public Offerings

• Litigation

• White Collar Crime

• Government Investigations

• Investment Advisers

• Banking & Financial Services

• Education Industry

• Natural Resources Industry

• Life Sciences Industry

• Public Utilities Industry

• Securities Enforcement & Litigation

Education

• California Western School of Law  (J.D.)

• University of Virginia  (B.A.)

Bar Admissions

• District of Columbia

• New York

Distinctions

• BTI Client Service All-Stars (2018)

Experience

Complex ESOP Transaction

We counseled a global manufacturer of additives for lead acid batteries through a complex ESOP transaction 

intended to provide liquidity to the company’s shareholders. This transaction involved a collaborative team of 
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Dinsmore attorneys across practice groups who worked closely with ESOP trustee counsel, the lender’s counsel, 

and other environmental and financial advisors. The team oversaw the company’s due diligence, in particular its 

specialized environmental due diligence, conducted a tender offer due to the relatively sizeable number of 

shareholders involved, and constructed the ESOP plan and other ancillary plan documents. We ultimately 

finalized a plan and consummated the transaction enabling our client to achieve its goal of a sustainable balance 

between what is best for its business, employees, shareholders, and community.

Assisted with the Acquisition of a Cyber Security Specialist

We assisted our client, a European government-owned entity, during the acquisition of a cyber security specialist. 

We drove a successful CFIUS filing process, which was necessary because national security and government 

contracts were involved. We also assisted on agreement issues and coordinated with European counsel.

Committee on Foreign Investment in the U.S. (CFIUS)

We routinely analyze transactions to determine the applicability of the CFIUS process, and make the required 

filings to obtain U.S. government pre-approval of cross-border transactions, including structuring remedial 

measures to modify governance and operational and reporting procedures.

Oversaw the Complex Acquisition of a USA-Based Nuclear Service Company

Description: Our client, an agriculture and engineering group, acquired a nuclear engineering company. We drove 

a successful CFIUS filing process, necessary because national security and government contracts were involved. 

We handled all aspects of the complex deal, from start to finish.

Represented a U.S. Tech Company During a European M&A Deal

We assisted our client, a U.S. public tech company, in the acquisition of a Euro/U.S. target. We performed a 

CFIUS analysis, assisted with the acquisition agreement, performed due diligence and assisted with governance 

issues while coordinating with European counsel.

Client Settlement

Principal representative of a major investment bank and Fortune 20 company in an industry-wide group that 

obtained precedent-setting relief from the SEC that effectively permitted settlement of significant litigation with the 

SEC and state attorneys general affecting more than $60 billion in securities, Auction Rate Securities -- Global 

Exemptive Relief.

Securities Counsel

Devised successful defense strategy for Fortune 100 client in the energy services business in a widely reported 

SEC investigation. Managed client team in responding from discovery through a substantial internal investigation 

and multiple Wells submissions.

Acquisition of Coal Mining Operation Assets

We served as transaction counsel to Coronado Coal II LLC in an approximately $174 million transaction involving 

the acquisition of the coal mining operation assets of Cliffs Logan County Coal, LLC from Cliffs Natural 

Resources, Inc. The assets involved in the transaction were active underground and surface mines with 

metallurgical and thermal reserves, preparation and loading facilities and related infrastructure. We advised the 

client at each step of the transaction, including the initial offer and proposed letter of intent, due diligence, 

negotiating the purchase agreement, transition services agreement, permit operating agreement and certain third 
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party agreements and efficiently executing the closing of the sale. The transaction, was the firm's fourth coal asset

acquisition for this client and the entities associated with it since 2012.

Client Settlements

Led team comprised of client management, co-counsel and staff that designed and managed successful client 

settlements related to several billion dollar enterprise-threatening litigation, successfully met multiple deadlines 

imposed by federal and state regulators.

Counsel on Multi-year Financing Plan

Guided Fortune 100 client through a multi-year financing plan to facilitate acquisitions, dispositions, joint ventures,

the offer and sale of debt and equity securities and the restructuring of its balance sheet resulting in transforming 

the client from a $2 billion local gas distribution company to $7 billion interstate pipeline company over a period of 

seven years.

No-action, Interpretive and Exemptive Letters

Drafted significant No-action, Interpretive and Exemptive Letters addressing novel issues in derivatives trading 

and successor issuer reporting.

Outside General Counsel

Served as outside general counsel to a venture capital company in all aspects of its business, including its merger

with a public company, investments in start-ups and developing companies, restructuring and financing through 

private placements.

Product Recall

Advised NASDAQ-listed foreign consumer products company through international product crisis and significant 

product recall, including internal and external investigations, and counseling senior management regarding 

litigation avoidance and reputational preservation strategies.

Securities Counsel

Advised clients on strategies to avoid significant liability under the short-swing profit rules of Section 16(b) of the 

Securities Exchange Act of 1934.

Securities Counsel

Advised semiconductor company through major “options backdating” investigations regarding the restatement of 

its financial statements, delisting and relisting on NASDAQ, worked with internal counsel, accounting and treasury

personnel and outside consultants to recreate financial statements, represented company in obtaining related 

regulatory relief from the SEC.

Publications

January 13, 2021

A Proxy Season and Annual Report Guide to 2021

November 5, 2020
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SEC Disclosure Requirement Amendments to Regulation S-K: Description of Business, Legal 

Proceedings, and Risk Factors

October 16, 2020

CFIUS: Now More Complicated and More Expensive

October 13, 2020

Securities and Exchange Commission Rescinds Guide 3

September 11, 2020

Everybody in the Pool! – The SEC expands the definition of Accredited Investor

March 27, 2020

SEC Announces COVID-19-Related Relief

January 7, 2020

A Proxy Season Guide to 2020

December 12, 2019

Government Scrutiny of Foreign Investment on the Rise – CFIUS Releases Annual Report to Congress

October 4, 2019

Proposed New Rules Implementing CFIUS Reforms

June 6, 2019

The SEC Lends a Hand to Banks in this Low Interest Rate Environment

January 14, 2019

A Proxy Season Guide to 2019

September 19, 2018

Size Matters: SEC Helps Middle Market Companies

July 27, 2018

Charting the Way Forward: A Comparison of the Proposed Reforms to CFIUS

July 26, 2018

FINRA Issues Digital Asset Notice

April 18, 2018

You’ve Been Hacked! A Cybersecurity Disclosure Guide for In-House Legal Counsel

April 5, 2018

New CFIUS developments: Is it China, data or both? This time it was China! Qualcomm-Broadcom Merger 

Rejection Demonstrates Committee’s Broad Power, Focus on China

February 27, 2018
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New CFIUS developments: Is it China, data or both? Cogint and Genworth add new data points in 

understanding stricter CFIUS review process

January 16, 2018

MoneyGram-Ant Financial Transaction the Latest Casualty of CFIUS’s Increased Scrutiny of Chinese 

Deals; CFIUS Interprets “National Security” to Include Data-Security, Fails to Approve Deal

January 9, 2018

Proposed Bill Expands, Strengthens CFIUS Review, Makes Some Filings Mandatory and Adds a New 

Regulatory Hurdle in Domestic Transactions Involving Foreign Investors

November 2, 2017

The SEC’s Pay Ratio Disclosure Rule and Recent Guidance

August 2, 2017

Foreign Investment in the United States: Don’t Let CFIUS Unwind Your Deal!

June 12, 2017

Defining the Standard of Friendship in Insider Trading Cases After Salman

June 13, 2016

Disincentivizing Incentives – The Changing World of Banker and Broker Compensation

May 7, 2015

BEA Filing Deadlines Fast Approaching

March 26, 2015

SEC Regulation A+

February 9, 2015

SEC Proposes Rules on Disclosure of Hedging by Employees, Officers and Directors

June 25, 2014

Halliburton Ruling will Impact Securities Class Actions

April 14, 2014

Appeals Court Opinion Changes Conflict Minerals Rules Compliance Landscape

April 9, 2014

New SEC Guidance Provides Answers on Conflict Minerals Disclosures

November 6, 2013

Conflict Minerals Disclosures are Due in May – Will You be Ready?

September 19, 2013

SEC Proposes New Pay Ratios Rules

Corporate LiveWire
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Ryan M. Trombley
Associate
ryan.trombley@dinsmore.com

Chicago, IL
Tel: (312) 837-4344

Ryan focuses his practice on corporate and transactional law and is based in Dinsmore’s Chicago office. He 

counsels clients on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy, general corporate law, and corporate taxation.

Prior to joining Dinsmore, Ryan worked at a Big Four accounting firm and advised Fortune 500 companies on tax 

controversy, intercompany tax planning, tax due diligence, and cross border intellectual property transactions. 

Before beginning his corporate career, Ryan advised low income tax payers on federal and state taxation matters 

at a pro bono tax clinic in South Bend, Indiana.

He is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame Law School and the University of Southern California.

Services

• Corporate & Transactional

Education

• University of Notre Dame Law School  (J.D., 2018)

• University of Southern California  (B.A., cum laude, 2013)

o Renaissance Scholar

Bar Admissions

• Illinois

Languages

• Spanish
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Connections to Parties In Interest1 

1 
 

20506936.1 
 

Creditors and 
Parties In 
Interest 

(as listed on the 
Schedules) 

 

Name/Similar 
Name 

of Dinsmore 
Connection 

Former 
and/or 

Current 
Client (or 
Affiliate)  

Adverse, 
Related or 
Involved in 
Unrelated 

Bankruptcy 
Cases 

Adverse, 
Related or 
Involved in 
Unrelated 

Non-
Bankruptcy 

Cases/Matters 
 

Scheduled 
Amount1 

Comments 

 

None. 

      

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

 
 

                                                 
 1 Unless otherwise noted, the scheduled claim is not listed as contingent, unliquidated or disputed.  Claims may exist even 
where not scheduled.  See comments as applicable.    

Exhibit 2, p. 026

Case 2:20-bk-15501-ER    Doc 334    Filed 02/16/21    Entered 02/16/21 09:35:37    Desc
Main Document      Page 28 of 33



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

 

 16 
17424474.1 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE OF DOCUMENT 
 
I am over the age of 18 and not a party to this bankruptcy case or adversary proceeding.  My business 
address is:   550 S. Hope Street, Suite 1765 
                                                    Los Angeles, CA 90071 
 
A true and correct copy of the foregoing document entitled (specify): Application Pursuant To 
11 U.S.C. § 327(a) For Order Authorizing The Employment Of Dinsmore & Shohl LLP As 
General Bankruptcy Counsel For Chapter 7 Trustee Peter J. Mastan; Declaration Of 
Ashleigh A. Danker In Support Thereof will be served or was served (a) on the judge in chambers 
in the form and manner required by LBR 5005-2(d); and (b) in the manner stated below: 

 
1.  TO BE SERVED BY THE COURT VIA NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING (NEF):  Pursuant to 
controlling General Orders and LBR, the foregoing document will be served by the court via NEF and 
hyperlink to the document. On February 16, 2021, I checked the CM/ECF docket for this bankruptcy case 
or adversary proceeding and determined that the following persons are on the Electronic Mail Notice List 
to receive NEF transmission at the email addresses stated below: 
 
 
  Service information continued on attached page 
 
2.  SERVED BY UNITED STATES MAIL:   
On February 16, 2021, I served the following persons and/or entities at the last known addresses in this 
bankruptcy case or adversary proceeding by placing a true and correct copy thereof in a sealed envelope 
in the United States mail, first class, postage prepaid, and addressed as follows. Listing the judge here 
constitutes a declaration that mailing to the judge will be completed no later than 24 hours after the 
document is filed. 
 
 
  Service information continued on attached page 
 
3.  SERVED BY PERSONAL DELIVERY, OVERNIGHT MAIL, FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION OR EMAIL 
(state method for each person or entity served):  Pursuant to F.R.Civ.P. 5 and/or controlling LBR, on 
(date) _______________, I served the following persons and/or entities by personal delivery, overnight 
mail service, or (for those who consented in writing to such service method), by facsimile transmission 
and/or email as follows.  Listing the judge here constitutes a declaration that personal delivery on, or 
overnight mail to, the judge will be completed no later than 24 hours after the document is filed. 
 
 
  Service information continued on attached page 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true and 
correct. 
 
2/16/2021          Katrice Ortiz  /s/ Katrice Ortiz 
Date Printed Name  Signature 
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In re ChineseInvestors.com, Inc. 
U.S.B.C., Central District of California, Los Angeles Division 

Case No. 2:20-bk-15501-ER 
 

I.  SERVED ELECTRONICALLY VIA NEF: 
 

 Ashleigh A Danker on behalf of Interested Party Courtesy NEF  
Ashleigh.danker@dinsmore.com, 
SDCMLFiles@DINSMORE.COM;Katrice.ortiz@dinsmore.com  
 
Ashleigh A Danker on behalf of Trustee Peter J Mastan (TR)  
Ashleigh.danker@dinsmore.com, 
SDCMLFiles@DINSMORE.COM;Katrice.ortiz@dinsmore.com  
 
James A Dumas, Jr on behalf of Creditor Warren Wang  
jdumas@dumas-law.com, jdumas@ecf.inforuptcy.com  
 
James Andrew Hinds, Jr on behalf of Attorney THE HINDS LAW GROUP, APC  
jhinds@hindslawgroup.com;mduran@hindslawgroup.com, mduran@hindslawgroup.com  
 
James Andrew Hinds, Jr on behalf of Debtor Chineseinvestors.com, Inc.  
jhinds@hindslawgroup.com;mduran@hindslawgroup.com, mduran@hindslawgroup.com  
 
James Andrew Hinds, Jr on behalf of Special Counsel Irvine Venture Law Firm LLP  
jhinds@hindslawgroup.com;mduran@hindslawgroup.com, mduran@hindslawgroup.com  
 
Lior Katz on behalf of Creditor Lingjun Mo  
lior@katzlaw.com  
 
Christian T Kim on behalf of Creditor Warren Wang  
ckim@dumas-law.com, ckim@ecf.inforuptcy.com  
 
Crystle Jane Lindsey on behalf of Creditor Committee Committee of Unsecured Creditors  
crystle@wsrlaw.net, crystle@cjllaw.com;gabby@wsrlaw.net;eduardo@wsrlaw.net  
 
Crystle Jane Lindsey on behalf of Interested Party INTERESTED PARTY  
crystle@wsrlaw.net, crystle@cjllaw.com;gabby@wsrlaw.net;eduardo@wsrlaw.net  
 
Joshua Mandell on behalf of Creditor Committee Qi Angel Zhang  
joshua.mandell@akerman.com, 
evelyn.duarte@akerman.com;masterdocketlit@akerman.com;robert.diwa@akerman.com;connie.
harris@akerman.com  
 
Joshua Mandell on behalf of Interested Party Courtesy NEF  
joshua.mandell@akerman.com, 
evelyn.duarte@akerman.com;masterdocketlit@akerman.com;robert.diwa@akerman.com;connie.
harris@akerman.com  
 
Richard A Marshack on behalf of Examiner Howard Grobstein  
rmarshack@marshackhays.com, 
lbuchananmh@ecf.courtdrive.com;rmarshack@ecf.courtdrive.com  
 
Peter J Mastan (TR)  
pmastan@iq7technology.com;travis.terry@dinsmore.com;ecf.alert+Mastan@titlexi.com  
 
James R Selth on behalf of Creditor Committee Committee of Unsecured Creditors  
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jim@wsrlaw.net, 
jselth@yahoo.com;eduardo@wsrlaw.net;gabby@wsrlaw.net;vinnet@ecf.inforuptcy.com  
 
James R Selth on behalf of Financial Advisor FORCE 10 LLC  
jim@wsrlaw.net, 
jselth@yahoo.com;eduardo@wsrlaw.net;gabby@wsrlaw.net;vinnet@ecf.inforuptcy.com  
 
James R Selth on behalf of Interested Party INTERESTED PARTY  
jim@wsrlaw.net, 
jselth@yahoo.com;eduardo@wsrlaw.net;gabby@wsrlaw.net;vinnet@ecf.inforuptcy.com  
 
Rachel M Sposato on behalf of Debtor Chineseinvestors.com, Inc.  
rsposato@hindslawgroup.com, mduran@hindslawgroup.com  
 
Joseph Trenk on behalf of Creditor Lancer Investments, LLC  
trenklaw@gmail.com  
 
United States Trustee (LA)  
ustpregion16.la.ecf@usdoj.gov  
 
Larry D Webb on behalf of Interested Party INTERESTED PARTY  
Webblaw@gmail.com, larry@webblaw.onmicrosoft.com  
 
Daniel J Weintraub on behalf of Creditor Committee Committee of Unsecured Creditors  
dan@wsrlaw.net, vinnet@ecf.inforuptcy.com;gabby@wsrlaw.net;eduardo@wsrlaw.net  
 
Daniel J Weintraub on behalf of Interested Party INTERESTED PARTY  
dan@wsrlaw.net, vinnet@ecf.inforuptcy.com;gabby@wsrlaw.net;eduardo@wsrlaw.net  
 
David Wood on behalf of Examiner Howard Grobstein  
dwood@marshackhays.com, 
dwood@ecf.courtdrive.com;lbuchananmh@ecf.courtdrive.com;kfrederick@ecf.courtdrive.com  
 
David Wood on behalf of Interested Party Courtesy NEF  
dwood@marshackhays.com, 
dwood@ecf.courtdrive.com;lbuchananmh@ecf.courtdrive.com;kfrederick@ecf.courtdrive.com  
 
Claire K Wu on behalf of Creditor K & G-37 Ave Realty LLC  
ckwu@sulmeyerlaw.com, 
mviramontes@sulmeyerlaw.com;ckwu@ecf.courtdrive.com;ckwu@ecf.inforuptcy.com  
 
Claire K Wu on behalf of Interested Party INTERESTED PARTY  
ckwu@sulmeyerlaw.com, 
mviramontes@sulmeyerlaw.com;ckwu@ecf.courtdrive.com;ckwu@ecf.inforuptcy.com  
 
Hatty K Yip on behalf of U.S. Trustee United States Trustee (LA)  
hatty.yip@usdoj.gov, hatty.k.yip@usdoj.gov 
  
/// 
 
/// 
 
/// 
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B. SERVED VIA REGULAR U.S. MAIL: 
 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court: 
Hon. Ernest Robles 
United States Bankruptcy Court 
255 E. Temple Street, Suite 1560 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Debtor: 
Chineseinvestors.com, Inc. 
c/o Melissa Armstrong, Esq. 
227 W. Valley Blvd, Ste 208A 
San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 
 
Secured Creditor: 
Lancer Investments, LLC 
Attn: Officer, Managing or General Agent  
227 W. Valley Blvd., #308 
San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 
Secured Creditor: 
Office Links dba Work Better  
Attn: Officer, Managing or General Agent  
40 Wall Street, 28th Floor 
New York, NY 10005 
      -and- 
Patrick T. Garland, Esq.  
Corbally, Gartland and Rappleyea LLP 
35 Market St. 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 
 
Secured Creditor: 
K&G 37 Ave., Realty LLC 
Attn: Officer, Managing or General Agent  
134-35 33rd Ave., Third Floor 
Flushing, NY 11354 
 
Former Creditors’ Committee Members:  
 
Ye Wang and Simon Kiang 
44248 Ibero Way 
Fremont, CA 94539 
 
Mary Y. Louie 
5306 Murray Court 
Livingston, NJ 07039 
 
Qi “Angel” Zhang 
160 Harbor Acres Road  
Sands Point, NY 11050 
 
 
/// 
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20 Largest Unsecured Creditors: 
 
Bo Guan  
3264 Ravenswood Way 
San Jose, CA 95148 
 
Changchuan Zhu 
2-803 Greencity Gordon 
Piaoyi Road Suzhou City 
Jiangsu Provice China, MD 21500 
 
Hui Zhang  
2-901 Greencity Gardon, Piaoy Road 
Suzhou, Jiangsu Province,  
China MD 21500 
 
Ching Wen Cheng  
8F, No. 8, Lane 37  
Boachan Rod Yonghe District 
New Taipei City 23 
Taiwan ROC China 22052 
 
Jiaying Zhang 
RM 211 Haitian Gordon 
No 1481 Huqingping Highway 
Shenghai China 201500 
 
 
Jingyun Gu 
2750 Holly Hall Street, # 1109 
Houston, TX 77054 
 
Lanqian Ju 
5657 Lysander way 
San Ramon CA 94582 
 
Mary Man Ruo Shen  
5670 Geranium Ct. 
Newark, CA 94560 
 
Mary Y. Louie  
5306 Muzzay Ct. 
Livingston, NJ 07039 
 
Power Up Lending  
111 Great Neck Road, Suite 214 
Great Neck, NY 11021 
 
Qi Zhang 
c/o Akerman LLP 
601 West 5th Street, Suite 300 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
 
 

Siwei Yang 
37796 Hyacinth Street 
Newark, CA 94560 
 
Ye Wang 
44248 Ibero Way  
Fremont, CA 94539 
 
Weizhi Ding 
14867 Granite Way 
Saratoga, CA 95070 
 
Yang Fang AN 
c/o Akerman LLP 
601 West 5th Street, Suite 300 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
 
Yuh Shiang LLC 
5306 Murray Ct. 
Livingston, NJ 07039 
 
Ying Pin Lin  
38 Hong In Nong Changt Tie Tou 
Gia Shan Zheng Cang Shan Qu  
Fuzhou City, FU Jian China 350300 
 
Bluevine 
401 Warren Street, #300 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
 
Internal Revenue Service  
P.O. Box 7346 
Philadelphia, PA 19101 
 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
444 South Flower Street, Suite 900 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
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	I.
	II.
	III.
	EMPLOYMENT OF GENERAL BANKRUPTCY COUNSEL
	A. Dinsmore Qualifications
	B. Necessity for Employment
	1. Primarily assisting with the sale of the subscriber database and website(s) and related intellectual property owned by the Estate;
	2. Preparing on behalf of the Trustee necessary motions, applications, answers, orders, reports, and other pleadings in connection with the administration of the Estate or as required by this Court or otherwise pursuant to the Bankruptcy Code, the Ban...
	3. Representing the Trustee at hearings regarding or affecting the Debtor or the Estate;
	4. Investigation of the Debtor and its financial affairs;
	5. Prosecuting and defending litigated matters that may arise during the Case;
	6. Advising the Trustee with respect to matters in the Case;
	7. Advising the Trustee with respect to the claims (and claims objections) asserted in the Case;
	8. Commencing, conducting, advising or assisting in the same as applicable, any and all litigation or other action necessary or appropriate to assert rights held by the Estate or the Debtor, or protect or recover assets of the Estate or the Debtor;
	9. Representing the Trustee with respect to sales of assets of the Estate, including the subscriber database;
	10. Providing counseling with respect to legal matters which may arise during the pendency of the Case; and
	11. Performing all other legal services that are necessary for the efficient and economic administration of the Case.


	IV.
	APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT EFFECTIVE AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2021  IS APPROPRIATE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE CASE
	V.
	COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES
	A. Fees
	B. Reimbursement of Expenses

	VI.
	CONCLUSION
	1. I am an attorney admitted to practice before this Court and the courts of this State.  I am Counsel in the law firm Dinsmore & Shohl LLP (“Dinsmore” or the “Firm”), proposed general counsel for Peter J. Mastan, the Chapter 7 trustee (the “Trustee” ...
	2. On June 18, 2020 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtor filed a voluntary petition under Chapter 11 of Title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq. (the “Bankruptcy Code”).   A 3-member unsecured creditors’ committee (the “Committee”) wa...
	3. Pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 163) entered on August 28, 2020, the Court approved the appointment of Howard Grobstein as Chapter 11 examiner (the “Examiner”).  The Examiner filed his report with the Court on January 4, 2021 (ECF No. 281, the “Exami...
	4. Pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 310, the “Conversion Order”) entered on January 25, 2021 (the “Conversion Date”), the Case was converted to Chapter 7.  Mr. Mastan was appointed pursuant to an Order (ECF No. 312) entered on January 27, 2021.
	5. The Trustee seeks to retain and employ Dinsmore as the Trustee’s general bankruptcy counsel in the Case effective as of February 1, 2021.  My hourly rate is $530.00.
	6. To the best of my knowledge, information and belief, neither the Firm, nor any of its partners has any interest in the bankruptcy estate of the Debtors, except as otherwise set forth herein.  Nor do any of its partners or associates represent any i...
	7. The Firm is a large, prestigious firm which has been serving United States communities since 1908 in some form.  As is common in a large firm, representing hundreds of thousands of clients over the years, the Firm has represented clients who have o...
	8. Based upon my review of the results of the above-described inquiry and conflict check (and any and all knowledge I have apart from the results thereof) thus far, the Firm, to the best of my knowledge and belief, does not hold or represent any inter...
	9. Consistent with Bankruptcy Rule 2014, I am disclosing the “connections” that the Firm may have to the Trustee, the Debtors, the Estate, the known creditors or other parties in interest in the Case, any of their respective attorneys and accountants,...
	a. Connections with the Trustee.  Mr. Mastan is a Chapter 7 Panel Trustee for Region 16 of the United States Trustee Program (the “Panel”) and also a member of the Firm.  I do not believe that the Firm is presently involved in any matter in which it i...
	b. Connections with the Debtor.  None known.
	c. Connections with Creditors and Parties in Interest:  Because of its size and its tenure in this community and throughout the country, it is inevitable that one or more creditors or parties in interest in the Case are or may be clients of the Firm. ...
	In addition, with respect to the clients listed on Exhibit 2 and/or one or more of their affiliates, the Firm may represent parties to which these clients and/or one or more of their affiliates are otherwise associated, in one or more matters unrela...
	d. Connections with Other Counsel or Professionals in the Case.  Members of the Firm have been, are, or may in the future be, involved in other matters in which Mr. Mastan, his law firm (Dinsmore & Shohl LLP), or other professionals, as well as other ...
	e. United States Trustee and Judiciary.  I, and other attorneys of the Firm, have had many cases with the Central District of California Offices of the United States Trustee over the years, and we know many people in these offices personally.  One or ...
	Other attorneys in the Firm also serve as appointed trustees in other cases.
	On or about July 1, 2017, the Hon. Peter W. Bowie, former Chief Judge for the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California, joined Dinsmore as Of Counsel.
	Attorneys at the Firm may have been, and from time to time may be, panelists on seminars that may include members of the Office of the United States Trustee or judges of the Court, and may attend seminars or meetings of organizations which are also a...
	f.  Connections in Other Bankruptcy Cases.  Dinsmore has a long history of representing trustees, Debtors, official creditor's committees, creditors, and other parties in interest in bankruptcy cases.  Because of the nature of the bankruptcy business ...
	g. Adverse Representation in Non-Bankruptcy Cases.  Dinsmore has a long history of representing clients in litigation, transactions and other matters throughout the United States.  Because of the nature of the business, it is not uncommon for creditor...

	10. Subject to the Court’s approval, the Firm will charge the Trustee and the bankruptcy estate for its legal services on an hourly basis and shall seek payment from the bankruptcy estate.  Set forth in the Application are the hourly rates the Firm wi...
	11. In addition to the hourly rates set forth in the Application, the Firm customarily charges its clients for items of cost and expense incurred in our work on this matter.  Items which will be charged separately include copying, messenger services, ...
	12. The Firm has neither shared nor agreed to share any of the compensation it receives from the Case with any person other than to share this compensation among its partners and employees.
	13. The Firm has not received a retainer in connection to its proposed representation of the Trustee.
	14. The Firm agrees not to accept compensation for services rendered in the Case except upon order of the Court.
	15. Based upon the foregoing, I believe that the Firm is eligible for employment and retention by the Trustee pursuant to the Bankruptcy Code and the applicable Bankruptcy Rules.
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