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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

1. Is this for all Farmers/growers? 
 
ANSWER: No. This lawsuit is for Flue Cured Tobacco growers who were members of 
the Flue Cured Tobacco Cooperative.  

 
2. Why was there a lawsuit against the Cooperative? 

 
ANSWER: The Cooperative held back funds for certain years which are now being 
returned to the qualifying grower members. 
 

3. How would a claim qualify for a payment? 
 
ANSWER: You, or the person or entity for whom you would be filing the claim for, 
must have been a member of the Flue Cured Tobacco Cooperative at some point 
between 1946-2004 to be eligible for payment consideration.  An important part of 
the claims process is identifying your claim as one made by or on behalf of a person 
or company who marketed flue cured tobacco at some point between 1946 and 
2004. This should be done by supplying the requested FC Number for that person or 
company. If you do not have that number, then you must provide information sufficient 
to identify, in the sole judgment of the trustees, who that person or company was, which 
would include the name and all addresses they used during the period they marketed 
flue cured tobacco. A claim cannot be eligible without adequate proof that the 
person or company, for whom the claim is made, marketed flue cured tobacco at 
some point between 1946 and 2004. 

 
4. My family member(s) were a grower member(s) but they are deceased.  Can an heir (if 

there was no will) or beneficiary (if there was a will), file a claim? 
 
ANSWER: Please consult your personal attorney in these situations. Only Personal 
Representatives for the Estate of your family member can file a claim. Certain 
documents will need to be submitted to prove that the claim is being filed by the 
Personal Representatives for the Estate.  If the Estate for your family member has been 
closed, it will need to be re-opened by the court which handled the Estate.  

  
5. I am the spouse of a deceased grower member. Would I still need to provide 

information on the Estate?  
 

ANSWER: Yes. 
 
6. I have multiple siblings or I am the only child. Would I still need to provide information 

on the Estate? 
 
ANSWER: Yes. 
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7. What information do I need to provide to submit my claim? 
 
ANSWER: Answer all the questions on the claim form and submit the requested 
documentation supporting the claim which must be received before the Settlement 
Claim Bar Date. 

 
8. I want to file a claim for more than one grower member. Can I fill out one claim form 

for more than one member? 
 
ANSWER: No. Only one claim form can be submitted for a flue cured member number. 
There cannot be multiple owners of a flue cured member number. If there are multiple 
beneficiaries of a member’s estate, that claim is filed by the personal representative for 
the estate. See question 5. 

 
9. What documents do I need to attach to prove the claim? 

 
ANSWER: Examples are documents that establish the Flue Cured member number, 
such as, a Flue Cured member card or a stock certificate, documents that establish the 
mailing addresses of the grower member at the time of membership. If you marketed 
tobacco from 2000-2004 by direct contracting, documents that establish pounds 
marketed during any of those years. If your claim is for the 1967-1973 crop years, 
documents such as certificates of interest from any of those years. The Claims 
Administrator and the QSF Trustees will determine if the submitted documentation 
adequately supports the claim. 

 
10. I have no documents. Will completing the form be enough to prove my claim? 

 
ANSWER: Generally, without some documentary support, claims will not be 
approved. However, providing the Flue Cured member number and the mailing address 
of the grower member at the time of membership may assist the claims administrator 
in determining if there are documents that support your claim. Claims without 
documentation will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

 
11. Can you fill out the claim form for me? 

 
ANSWER: No. Neither the Claims Administrator nor the QSF Trustee can complete 
the claim form for you.  

 
12. Can you provide me with information or documents about my membership or pounds 

of tobacco grown to help fill out the claim form? 
 

ANSWER: No.  You should complete the information requested in the Claim Form to 
the best of your ability and provide copies of any documentation that you have to 
support your claim. However, even if you do not have documentation, you may still 
submit your claim, and it is possible that you may still be able to participate in the 
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settlement based on the Cooperative’s records.  The claims administrator will review 
those records to determine if there is data to support your claim.   

 
13. What is the deadline for submitting a claim form and supporting documentation? 

 
ANSWER: All claims and supporting documentation must be received by the claims 
administrator no later than 5 p.m. EDT on December 12, 2022.  

 
14. How much money is this about? 

 
ANSWER:  See the confirmation order found here and the Qualified Settlement Fund 
Claims and Distribution Procedures found here for the amount of the settlement and 
for how claims will be determined.  

 
15. How soon may the claim be paid? 

 
ANSWER: All claims must be reviewed before any single claim is approved and paid. 
The Court has allowed 120 days to submit all claims; and 120 days for the QSF Trustee 
to review each claim. If the QSF Trustee has objections to the claim, the QSF Trustee 
has 90 days to informally resolve any objection to the claim before objections are filed 
with the court.  

 
16. What if I need to amend my claim before the claim deadline? 

 
ANSWER: Please resubmit your entire claim if you need to add additional information 
or documentation. 

 
17. Will I have the opportunity to amend my claim form or submit additional 

documentation if the QSF Trustee determines that my claim is not valid? 
 

ANSWER: Yes. If the QSF Trustee asserts an objection to your claim, you will receive 
written notification with the reason that your claim was rejected. At that point, you may 
be requested to submit additional information by a specified deadline. If you submit 
the requested information and the QSF Trustees still objects to your claim, the QSF 
Trustee will file a written objection to your claim and submit it for judicial resolution. 

 
 

 
 

 

https://casedocs.omniagentsolutions.com/cmsvol2/pub_47441/f558f965-8a4e-46e3-b8eb-26881cd99b0b_806.pdf
https://casedocs.omniagentsolutions.com/cmsvol2/pub_47441/7b4776d2-3555-4495-8681-d086000c6e06_USTC_Dkt_806-1_ExhC_QSF_Claims_and_Distribution_Procedures.pdf

